
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount 
County, Tennessee, will convene in a called meeting and hold public hearing on 
December 8, 2009 at 6:30 P.M., at the Blount County Courthouse Commission 
Meeting Room for the following proposed amendment to the Zoning Resolution 
of Blount County, Tennessee, being Resolution 00-06-010. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF BLOUNT 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 7.16 DESIGN 
STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE NON-COMMERCIAL AIRSTRIPS, AMEND 
SECTION 9.2 B TO INCLUDE PRIVATE NON-COMMERCIAL AIRSTRIPS, 
AND AMEND SECTION 11.5 C TO INCREASE THE TIME OF POSTING A 
REQUEST FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION FROM FIVE (5) DAYS TO (10) DAYS.   
 
7.16 Design Standards for Private Non-Commercial Airstrips. In addition to 
requirements for special exceptions, the following shall be requirements for private non-
commercial airstrips.  
 

A. A site plan of the proposed landing strip shall be presented at the time of the 
proposal. See section 7.2 for site plan requirements.  
 
B.  The landing strip shall be appropriate for and limited to small single engine fixed-
wing aircraft only. 
 
C. Airstrip runways are to be located no closer than one thousand (1000) feet from 
the centerline of the runway to the closest dwelling unit, excluding the owner of the 
property, and that said centerline be located no less than two thousand (2000) feet 
from any church, school or places of public assembly. 
 
D. All landing strips shall be situated in such a manner that under no circumstances 
shall an approach or departure be over a residence, excluding the owners, provided 
that the residence be located a minimum of 2,000 (two thousand) feet beyond the end 
of the required landing strip length. 
 
E. The site plan shall show all roads bordering the subject property, and the location 
and type of all adjacent utility lines. 

 
G.   A state erosion control permit shall be submitted prior to approval.  
 
H.   A slope and terrain analysis shall be submitted to confirm that no topographical 

obstructions exist at the ends of the runway.  
 

 
I.   A copy of all necessary local, state and federal documents must be submitted 

with the special exception application before issuance of said special exception. 
These documents should include, but not be limited to the following: 



a. State of Tennessee NPDES permit. Notice of coverage under the general 
NPDES permit for storm water discharges associated with construction 
activity.  

b. FAA form 7480-1. Letter of proposal of airport/landing strip construction 
supplied by the applicant. 

c. A copy of the FAA airspace determination letter without conditions or 
objections. Any conditions or objections noted in the document shall form 
the basis for denial of the special exception.  

d. Letter of agreement between existing airstrips within a five mile radius. 
  

J. Public Notice.  For purposes of this ordinance, any special exception request 
shall require notice of intent to apply for a private non-commercial airstrip sent 
by the applicant through registered mail at least 10 days prior to hearing to all 
abutting property owners and all owners of properties that are located within two 
thousand (2,000) feet of the property on which a private non-commercial airstrip 
is proposed, in addition to any notice otherwise required by this Resolution. 
Record of registered mail delivery to be supplied by the applicant prior to hearing 
by the Board of Zoning Appeals.   

 
11.5 C. The land or site of the special exception shall be posted by a sign set by the 
Building Commissioner along a fronting or adjacent public road notifying neighboring 
property owners of the application for special exception, date, time and place of hearing, 
and telephone number of the Building Commissioner for further information. Such sign 
shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the hearing. 
 
9.2 B.  Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions: multifamily dwellings including three or 
more of any dwelling units per lot (see also Section 7.6) and their associated sales or 
rental offices for the development, family commercial enterprises (see Section 7.10), 
nursing homes, retirement homes, sanitariums, assisted care living facilities, and resident 
facilities with special services, treatment, or supervision; day care facilities; commercial 
cemeteries not associated with a church or other place of worship; government and utility 
uses of a regional character necessary for providing service to the land and population 
within a broader region including the district; sawmills and associated lumberyards; bed 
and breakfast accommodations; golf driving range; vacation cabin rental (see also section 
7.11); accessory structures customarily associated with the above uses, and private non-
commercial airstrips. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF BLOUNT 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, BY AMENDING ARTICLE VI SECTION A OF THE 
BLOUNT COUNTY FLOODPLAIN ZONING RESOLUTION TO SPECIFY THE 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS AS THE BODY WITH AUTHORITY TO HEAR 
VARIANCE REQUESTS.  
 
 

ARTICLE VI. Section A.  



1. The Board of Zoning Appeals created in Article 11 Section 1 of the 
“Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee” shall be the same 
Board of Zoning Appeals for purposes of this Resolution. 

 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
Steve Samples______   Roy Crawford, Jr._________ 
 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
Jerry G. Cunningham_______ 
County Mayor 
 



RESOLUTION No. 09-12-002 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gary Farmer and Brad Harrison. 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, SECTION 9.2  B to add private non-commercial airstrips to the list of uses 
permitted as special exception in the R-1 zone, and add section 7.16 Design Standards for 
Private Non-Commercial Airstrips to the zoning regulations for Blount County, Tennessee, 
and change section11.5-C to increase the minimum number of days a property must be 
posted for a special exception from five (5) to ten (10). 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 17th day of December, 2009: 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-7-101, et seq., and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations in Resolution 00-06-010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT 
COUNTY PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, et seq., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE 
ANNOTATED, and  
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend such Resolution to provide an avenue to permit said use 
upon review and approval,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  

 
That Section 9.2 B be amended to read as follows: 
 

9.2 B.  Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions: multifamily dwellings including three or 
more of any dwelling units per lot (see also Section 7.6) and their associated sales or 
rental offices for the development, family commercial enterprises (see Section 7.10), 
nursing homes, retirement homes, sanitariums, assisted care living facilities, and resident 
facilities with special services, treatment, or supervision; day care facilities; commercial 
cemeteries not associated with a church or other place of worship; government and utility 
uses of a regional character necessary for providing service to the land and population 
within a broader region including the district; sawmills and associated lumberyards; bed 
and breakfast accommodations; golf driving range; vacation cabin rental (see also section 
7.11); private non-commercial airstrips; and accessory structures customarily associated 
with the above uses. 

 
That section 7.16 be added to read as follows: 

  
 7.16 Design Standards for Private Non-Commercial Airstrips. In 
addition to requirements for special exceptions, the following shall be requirements 
for private non-commercial airstrips.  



 
A. A site plan of the proposed landing strip shall be presented at the time of the 
proposal. See section 7.2 for site plan requirements.  
 
B.  The landing strip shall be appropriate for and limited to small single 
engine fixed-wing aircraft only. 
 
C. Airstrip runways are to be located no closer than one thousand (1000) feet 
from the centerline of the runway to the closest dwelling unit, excluding the 
owner of the property, and that said centerline be located no less than two 
thousand (2000) feet from any church, school or places of public assembly. 
 
D. All landing strips shall be situated in such a manner that under no 
circumstances shall an approach or departure be over a residence, excluding the 
owners, provided that the residence be located a minimum of 2,000 (two 
thousand) feet beyond the end of the required landing strip length. 
 
E. The site plan shall show all roads bordering the subject property, and the 
location and type of all adjacent utility lines. 

 
G.   A state erosion control permit shall be submitted prior to approval.  
 
H.   A slope and terrain analysis shall be submitted to confirm that no 

topographical obstructions exist at the ends of the runway.  
 

I.   A copy of all necessary local, state and federal documents must be 
submitted with the special exception application before issuance of said 
special exception. These documents should include, but not be limited to the 
following: 

1. State of Tennessee NPDES permit. Notice of coverage under the 
general NPDES permit for storm water discharges associated with 
construction activity.  

2. FAA form 7480-1. Letter of proposal of airport/landing strip 
construction supplied by the applicant. 

3. A copy of the FAA airspace determination letter without 
conditions or objections. Any conditions or objections noted in the 
document shall form the basis for denial of the special exception.  

4. Letter of agreement between existing airstrips within a five mile 
radius. 

  



J. Public Notice.  For purposes of this ordinance, any special exception request 
shall require notice of intent to apply for a private non-commercial airstrip 
sent by the applicant through registered mail at least 10 days prior to hearing 
to all abutting property owners and all owners of properties that are located 
within two thousand (2,000) feet of the property on which a private non-
commercial airstrip is proposed, in addition to any notice otherwise required 
by this Resolution. Record of registered mail delivery to be supplied by the 
applicant prior to hearing by the Board of Zoning Appeals.   

 
That section 11.5-C be amended to read as follows: 
 

11.5-C. The land or site of the special exception shall be posted by a 
sign set by the Building Commissioner along a fronting or adjacent public 
road notifying neighboring property owners of the application for special 
exception, date, time and place of hearing, and telephone number of the 
Building Commissioner for further information. Such sign shall be posted at 
least ten days prior to the date of the hearing. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
REQUIRING IT. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION  ATTEST 
 
 
_____________________________            __________________________ 
Commission Chairman   County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:       ______      
 
 
_____________________________   __________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Blount County Building Commissioner 

CC: Other members and staff 

Date: December 8, 2009 

Re: Proposed design standards for private non-commercial airstrips.  

 Below you will find the revised design standards for private non-commercial airstrips, 
and a proposed change to section 11.5 C.  

 

7.16 Design Standards for Private Non-Commercial Airstrips. In addition 
to requirements for special exceptions, the following shall be requirements 
for private non-commercial airstrips.  
 
A.  A site plan of the proposed landing strip shall be presented at the time 
of the proposal. See section 7.2 for site plan requirements.  
 
B.  The landing strip shall be appropriate for and limited to small single 
engine fixed-wing aircraft only. 
 
C.  Airstrip runways are to be located no closer than one thousand (1000) 
feet from the centerline of the runway to the closest dwelling unit, excluding 
the owner of the property, and that said centerline be located no less than 
two thousand (2000) feet from any church, school or places of public 
assembly. 
 
D.  All landing strips shall be situated in such a manner that under no 
circumstances shall an approach or departure be over a residence, 
excluding the owners, provided that the residence be located a minimum of 
2,000 (two thousand) feet beyond the end of the required landing strip 
length. 
 
E. The site plan shall show all roads bordering the subject property, and 
the location and type of all adjacent utility lines. 
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 F.   A state erosion control permit shall be submitted prior to approval.  
 
G.    A slope and terrain analysis shall be submitted to confirm that no 
topographical obstructions exist at the ends of the runway.  
 
 
 H.  A copy of all necessary local, state and federal documents must be 
submitted with the special exception application before issuance of said 
special exception. These documents should include, but not be limited to the 
following: 

1.  State of Tennessee NPDES permit. Notice of coverage 
under the general NPDES permit for storm water discharges 
associated with construction activity.  
2.  FAA form 7480-1. Letter of proposal of airport/landing strip 
construction supplied by the applicant. 
3.  A copy of the FAA airspace determination letter without 
conditions or objections. Any conditions or objections noted in 
the document shall form the basis for denial of the special 
exception.  
4.  Letter of agreement between existing airstrips within a five 

mile radius. 
  
F.   Public Notice.  For purposes of this section, any special exception 
request shall require notice of intent to apply for a private non-commercial 
airstrip sent by the applicant through registered mail at least 10 days prior to 
hearing to all abutting property owners and all owners of properties that are 
located within two thousand (2,000) feet of the property on which a private 
non-commercial airstrip is proposed, in addition to any notice otherwise 
required by this Resolution. Record of registered mail delivery to be supplied 
by the applicant prior to hearing by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed change to section 11.5-C to read as follows.  
 
 
11.5-C. The land or site of the special exception shall be posted by a 
sign set by the Building Commissioner along a fronting or adjacent public 
road notifying neighboring property owners of the application for special 
exception, date, time and place of hearing, and telephone number of the 
Building Commissioner for further information. Such sign shall be posted at 
least ten days prior to the date of the hearing. 
 



RESOLUTION No. 09-12-003 
 

Sponsored by Gary Farmer and Brad Harrison 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE BLOUNT COUNTY FLOOD PLAIN ZONING 
RESOLUTION, ARTICLE VI SECTION A.1 CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP AND 
VARIANCE AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 17th day of December, 2009: 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted amended flood 
plain zoning regulations in Resolution 07-06-001 A RESOLUTION ADOPTED PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101 THROUGH 13-7-115 OF THE TENNESSEE CODE 
ANNOTATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING THE FLOODPLAIN AREAS 
OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE TO MINIMIZE DANGER TO LIFE AND 
PROPERTY AND TO ESTABLISH CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY IN THE NATIONAL 
FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM BY AMENDMENT OF THE BLOUNT COUNTY 
FLOOD PLAIN RESOLUTION ADOPTED JUNE 15, 2000 AS RESOLUTION 00-06-011. 
, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-7-101 through 13-7-115, 
and has specifically enabled Blount County to adopt regulations for special districts or zones 
where land is deemed subject to seasonal or periodic flooding in Tennessee Code Annotated 
Section 13-7-101(a)(1), and 
 
WHEREAS, such zoning regulations for such special districts or zones allows Blount County 
and its citizens to be eligible for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program, and 
 
WHEREAS, such zoning regulations for such special districts may designate the Board of 
Zoning Appeals appointed under sections in the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, 
to have authority for variance of flood plain regulations, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to make such zoning regulations for such special districts consistent 
with the general provisions for membership of the Board of Zoning Appeals in the Zoning 
Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  

 
That Article VI, Section A.1 be amended by deletion thereof and replacement with the following: 
 

1. The Board of Zoning Appeals created in Article 11 Section 1 of the 
“Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee” shall be the same Board of 
Zoning Appeals for purposes of this Resolution. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
REQUIRING IT. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION  ATTEST 
 
 
_____________________________            __________________________ 
Commission Chairman   County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ______ 
Vetoed:       ______      
 
_____________________________   __________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Roger D. Fields 

CC: Other Planning Commission Members 

Date: December 8, 2009 

Re: Revision of flood regulations.  

 At last months meeting we discussed a change that needed to be addressed in our 
flood plain regulations. The change was to specify if the appeals board is a 3 of 5 member 
board. Our board is a 5 member board and I have made that correction below. This would 
replace the current wording in the document, which you can see below. This change has 
been recommended by Bart Hose with the State of Tennessee’s local planning assistance.  

 

ARTICLE VI. VARIANCE PROCEDURES 

The provisions of this section shall apply exclusively to Areas of Special 
Flood Hazard within the unincorporated areas of Blount County, Tennessee. 

Section A. Board of Appeals 

1. Creation and Appointment   CURRENT WORDING 

A Board of Appeals is hereby established which shall consist of three 
(3)/five (5) members appointed by the Chief Executive Officer.  The term 
of membership shall be four (4) years except that the initial individual 
appointments to the Board of Appeals shall be terms of one, two, and 
three years respectively.  Vacancies shall be filled for any unexpired term 
by the Chief Executive Officer.   
 
 
 
 

Proposed Correction 

1. The Board of Zoning Appeals created in Article 11 Section 1 of the “Zoning 
Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee” shall be the same Board of Zoning 
Appeals for purposes of this Resolution. 



 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Blount County Building Commissioner  

CC: Other staff 

Date: September 14, 2009 

Re: Discussion on a National Flood Insurance Program Information Exchange Visit.  

Back Ground: 

 In June 2009 Mr. Bart Hose conducted an information exchange visit 
on behalf of the National Flood Insurance Program. I have included a copy of 
his follow up letter to Mayor Cunningham for your review. In the letter Mr. 
Hose addresses a few items that should be discussed and possibly have 
action taken. In paragraph 4, he identifies an issue with our grading permit 
process as far as not requiring a grading permit for any and all grading. Then 
in paragraph 5 he points out some changes that may be required in the 
subdivision regulations in regards to subdivisions greater than fifty lots or five 
acres and have a portion of the land located in a flood zone. In paragraph six 
he notes that we need to include a TVA high water study in our regulations, 
but this has already been added in our new maps. Later in the paragraph he 
indicates that we need to clarify our regulations about how many members 
are in the board of appeals. See attached letter below.  
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AGENDA 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009, 6:30 P.M. 
ROOM 430, BLOUNT COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

A. ROLL CALL. 

B. PUBLIC INPUT ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA. 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA COMMITTEE MINUTES – NOVEMBER 10, 2009. 

D. SETTING OF AGENDA. 

E. ITEMS FOR CONSENT AGENDA. 
1. Resolutions for special recognitions. 

a. Resolution to allow safe passage in Blount County, Tennessee, for a certain visitor from 
the North Pole. (Gary Farmer) 

2. Appointments. 

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

G. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Budget Transfers. 
2 Budget Increases. 
3. Other Budget Items.  
4. Resolution to amend the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, by adding a 

new Section 7.16 Design Standards for Private Non-Commercial Airstrips, amend Section 
9.2B to include private non-commercial airstrips, and amend Section 11.5C to increasing 
the time of posting a request for special exception from five (5) Days to ten (10) days. 
(Commission) 

5. Resolution to amend the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, by amending 
Article VI Section  A of the Blount County Floodplain Zoning Resolution to specify the 
Board of Zoning Appeals as the body with authority to hear variance requests. (Commis-
sion) 

6. Setting of Public Hearings. 
7. Petition for Traffic Calming Devices on Highland Road and Cecelia Avenue. (Bill Dunlap) 
8. HUD Homeless Management Information System. (Monika Murrell) 

H. PUBLIC INPUT ON ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA. 

I. ADJOURNMENT. 











RESOLUTION No. 09-12-004 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gary Farmer and John Keeble 
A RESOLUTION TO ALLOW SAFE PASSAGE IN BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE 
FOR A CERTAIN VISITOR FROM THE NORTH POLE. 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 17th day of December, 2009: 

WHEREAS, runways at the McGhee Tyson Airport have been extended, and the Superinten-
dent of Highways has worked with the Tennessee Department of Transportation on facilitating a 
safe landing pad in Blount County; and 

WHEREAS, the inspection of Santa’s sleigh has revealed that the sleigh, while old, is in 
remarkable condition, and by recommending the proper diet and exercise throughout the year, 
the veterinarians of Blount County have given a clean bill of health to eight tiny reindeer; and 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Department deputies are willing to give their time and effort to protect 
travel on December 24, and the physicians in the county have examined this portly old 
gentleman from the North Pole and found him in the best of health. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BLOUNT 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE that this portly old gentleman be extended all the rights, courtesies, 
and privileges to travel throughout this county to deliver gifts, good will, charity, happiness, and 
a jolly ho-ho-ho to all Blount Countians; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a point in time be called from December 24 at 6:00 pm to 
December 25 at 6:00 am and that the Blount County Legislative Body wishes all a Merry, Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall become a part of the official records of 
the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION    ATTEST 
 
 
              
Steve Samples - Commission Chairman   Roy Crawford, Jr. - County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:   
 
Vetoed:              
   Jerry G. Cunningham - County Mayor  Date 



RESOLUTION No. 09-12-002 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gary Farmer and Brad Harrison. 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, SECTION 9.2  B to add private non-commercial airstrips to the list of uses 
permitted as special exception in the R-1 zone, and add section 7.16 Design Standards for 
Private Non-Commercial Airstrips to the zoning regulations for Blount County, Tennessee, 
and change section11.5-C to increase the minimum number of days a property must be 
posted for a special exception from five (5) to ten (10). 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 17th day of December, 2009: 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-7-101, et seq., and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations in Resolution 00-06-010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT 
COUNTY PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, et seq., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE 
ANNOTATED, and  
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend such Resolution to provide an avenue to permit said use 
upon review and approval,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  

 
That Section 9.2 B be amended to read as follows: 
 

9.2 B.  Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions: multifamily dwellings including three or 
more of any dwelling units per lot (see also Section 7.6) and their associated sales or 
rental offices for the development, family commercial enterprises (see Section 7.10), 
nursing homes, retirement homes, sanitariums, assisted care living facilities, and resident 
facilities with special services, treatment, or supervision; day care facilities; commercial 
cemeteries not associated with a church or other place of worship; government and utility 
uses of a regional character necessary for providing service to the land and population 
within a broader region including the district; sawmills and associated lumberyards; bed 
and breakfast accommodations; golf driving range; vacation cabin rental (see also section 
7.11); private non-commercial airstrips; and accessory structures customarily associated 
with the above uses. 

 
That section 7.16 be added to read as follows: 

  
 7.16 Design Standards for Private Non-Commercial Airstrips. In 
addition to requirements for special exceptions, the following shall be requirements 
for private non-commercial airstrips.  



 
A. A site plan of the proposed landing strip shall be presented at the time of the 
proposal. See section 7.2 for site plan requirements.  
 
B.  The landing strip shall be appropriate for and limited to small single 
engine fixed-wing aircraft only. 
 
C. Airstrip runways are to be located no closer than one thousand (1000) feet 
from the centerline of the runway to the closest dwelling unit, excluding the 
owner of the property, and that said centerline be located no less than two 
thousand (2000) feet from any church, school or places of public assembly. 
 
D. All landing strips shall be situated in such a manner that under no 
circumstances shall an approach or departure be over a residence, excluding the 
owners, provided that the residence be located a minimum of 2,000 (two 
thousand) feet beyond the end of the required landing strip length. 
 
E. The site plan shall show all roads bordering the subject property, and the 
location and type of all adjacent utility lines. 

 
G.   A state erosion control permit shall be submitted prior to approval.  
 
H.   A slope and terrain analysis shall be submitted to confirm that no 

topographical obstructions exist at the ends of the runway.  
 

I.   A copy of all necessary local, state and federal documents must be 
submitted with the special exception application before issuance of said 
special exception. These documents should include, but not be limited to the 
following: 

1. State of Tennessee NPDES permit. Notice of coverage under the 
general NPDES permit for storm water discharges associated with 
construction activity.  

2. FAA form 7480-1. Letter of proposal of airport/landing strip 
construction supplied by the applicant. 

3. A copy of the FAA airspace determination letter without 
conditions or objections. Any conditions or objections noted in the 
document shall form the basis for denial of the special exception.  

4. Letter of agreement between existing airstrips within a five mile 
radius. 

  



J. Public Notice.  For purposes of this ordinance, any special exception request 
shall require notice of intent to apply for a private non-commercial airstrip 
sent by the applicant through registered mail at least 10 days prior to hearing 
to all abutting property owners and all owners of properties that are located 
within two thousand (2,000) feet of the property on which a private non-
commercial airstrip is proposed, in addition to any notice otherwise required 
by this Resolution. Record of registered mail delivery to be supplied by the 
applicant prior to hearing by the Board of Zoning Appeals.   

 
That section 11.5-C be amended to read as follows: 
 

11.5-C. The land or site of the special exception shall be posted by a 
sign set by the Building Commissioner along a fronting or adjacent public 
road notifying neighboring property owners of the application for special 
exception, date, time and place of hearing, and telephone number of the 
Building Commissioner for further information. Such sign shall be posted at 
least ten days prior to the date of the hearing. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
REQUIRING IT. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION  ATTEST 
 
 
_____________________________            __________________________ 
Commission Chairman   County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:       ______      
 
 
_____________________________   __________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Blount County Building Commissioner 

CC: Other members and staff 

Date: December 8, 2009 

Re: Proposed design standards for private non-commercial airstrips.  

 Below you will find the revised design standards for private non-commercial airstrips, 
and a proposed change to section 11.5 C.  

 

7.16 Design Standards for Private Non-Commercial Airstrips. In addition 
to requirements for special exceptions, the following shall be requirements 
for private non-commercial airstrips.  
 
A.  A site plan of the proposed landing strip shall be presented at the time 
of the proposal. See section 7.2 for site plan requirements.  
 
B.  The landing strip shall be appropriate for and limited to small single 
engine fixed-wing aircraft only. 
 
C.  Airstrip runways are to be located no closer than one thousand (1000) 
feet from the centerline of the runway to the closest dwelling unit, excluding 
the owner of the property, and that said centerline be located no less than 
two thousand (2000) feet from any church, school or places of public 
assembly. 
 
D.  All landing strips shall be situated in such a manner that under no 
circumstances shall an approach or departure be over a residence, 
excluding the owners, provided that the residence be located a minimum of 
2,000 (two thousand) feet beyond the end of the required landing strip 
length. 
 
E. The site plan shall show all roads bordering the subject property, and 
the location and type of all adjacent utility lines. 
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 F.   A state erosion control permit shall be submitted prior to approval.  
 
G.    A slope and terrain analysis shall be submitted to confirm that no 
topographical obstructions exist at the ends of the runway.  
 
 
 H.  A copy of all necessary local, state and federal documents must be 
submitted with the special exception application before issuance of said 
special exception. These documents should include, but not be limited to the 
following: 

1.  State of Tennessee NPDES permit. Notice of coverage 
under the general NPDES permit for storm water discharges 
associated with construction activity.  
2.  FAA form 7480-1. Letter of proposal of airport/landing strip 
construction supplied by the applicant. 
3.  A copy of the FAA airspace determination letter without 
conditions or objections. Any conditions or objections noted in 
the document shall form the basis for denial of the special 
exception.  
4.  Letter of agreement between existing airstrips within a five 

mile radius. 
  
F.   Public Notice.  For purposes of this section, any special exception 
request shall require notice of intent to apply for a private non-commercial 
airstrip sent by the applicant through registered mail at least 10 days prior to 
hearing to all abutting property owners and all owners of properties that are 
located within two thousand (2,000) feet of the property on which a private 
non-commercial airstrip is proposed, in addition to any notice otherwise 
required by this Resolution. Record of registered mail delivery to be supplied 
by the applicant prior to hearing by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed change to section 11.5-C to read as follows.  
 
 
11.5-C. The land or site of the special exception shall be posted by a 
sign set by the Building Commissioner along a fronting or adjacent public 
road notifying neighboring property owners of the application for special 
exception, date, time and place of hearing, and telephone number of the 
Building Commissioner for further information. Such sign shall be posted at 
least ten days prior to the date of the hearing. 
 



RESOLUTION No. 09-12-003 
 

Sponsored by Gary Farmer and Brad Harrison 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE BLOUNT COUNTY FLOOD PLAIN ZONING 
RESOLUTION, ARTICLE VI SECTION A.1 CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP AND 
VARIANCE AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 17th day of December, 2009: 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted amended flood 
plain zoning regulations in Resolution 07-06-001 A RESOLUTION ADOPTED PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101 THROUGH 13-7-115 OF THE TENNESSEE CODE 
ANNOTATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING THE FLOODPLAIN AREAS 
OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE TO MINIMIZE DANGER TO LIFE AND 
PROPERTY AND TO ESTABLISH CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY IN THE NATIONAL 
FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM BY AMENDMENT OF THE BLOUNT COUNTY 
FLOOD PLAIN RESOLUTION ADOPTED JUNE 15, 2000 AS RESOLUTION 00-06-011. 
, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-7-101 through 13-7-115, 
and has specifically enabled Blount County to adopt regulations for special districts or zones 
where land is deemed subject to seasonal or periodic flooding in Tennessee Code Annotated 
Section 13-7-101(a)(1), and 
 
WHEREAS, such zoning regulations for such special districts or zones allows Blount County 
and its citizens to be eligible for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program, and 
 
WHEREAS, such zoning regulations for such special districts may designate the Board of 
Zoning Appeals appointed under sections in the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, 
to have authority for variance of flood plain regulations, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to make such zoning regulations for such special districts consistent 
with the general provisions for membership of the Board of Zoning Appeals in the Zoning 
Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  

 
That Article VI, Section A.1 be amended by deletion thereof and replacement with the following: 
 

1. The Board of Zoning Appeals created in Article 11 Section 1 of the 
“Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee” shall be the same Board of 
Zoning Appeals for purposes of this Resolution. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
REQUIRING IT. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION  ATTEST 
 
 
_____________________________            __________________________ 
Commission Chairman   County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ______ 
Vetoed:       ______      
 
_____________________________   __________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Roger D. Fields 

CC: Other Planning Commission Members 

Date: December 8, 2009 

Re: Revision of flood regulations.  

 At last months meeting we discussed a change that needed to be addressed in our 
flood plain regulations. The change was to specify if the appeals board is a 3 of 5 member 
board. Our board is a 5 member board and I have made that correction below. This would 
replace the current wording in the document, which you can see below. This change has 
been recommended by Bart Hose with the State of Tennessee’s local planning assistance.  

 

ARTICLE VI. VARIANCE PROCEDURES 

The provisions of this section shall apply exclusively to Areas of Special 
Flood Hazard within the unincorporated areas of Blount County, Tennessee. 

Section A. Board of Appeals 

1. Creation and Appointment   CURRENT WORDING 

A Board of Appeals is hereby established which shall consist of three 
(3)/five (5) members appointed by the Chief Executive Officer.  The term 
of membership shall be four (4) years except that the initial individual 
appointments to the Board of Appeals shall be terms of one, two, and 
three years respectively.  Vacancies shall be filled for any unexpired term 
by the Chief Executive Officer.   
 
 
 
 

Proposed Correction 

1. The Board of Zoning Appeals created in Article 11 Section 1 of the “Zoning 
Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee” shall be the same Board of Zoning 
Appeals for purposes of this Resolution. 



 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Blount County Building Commissioner  

CC: Other staff 

Date: September 14, 2009 

Re: Discussion on a National Flood Insurance Program Information Exchange Visit.  

Back Ground: 

 In June 2009 Mr. Bart Hose conducted an information exchange visit 
on behalf of the National Flood Insurance Program. I have included a copy of 
his follow up letter to Mayor Cunningham for your review. In the letter Mr. 
Hose addresses a few items that should be discussed and possibly have 
action taken. In paragraph 4, he identifies an issue with our grading permit 
process as far as not requiring a grading permit for any and all grading. Then 
in paragraph 5 he points out some changes that may be required in the 
subdivision regulations in regards to subdivisions greater than fifty lots or five 
acres and have a portion of the land located in a flood zone. In paragraph six 
he notes that we need to include a TVA high water study in our regulations, 
but this has already been added in our new maps. Later in the paragraph he 
indicates that we need to clarify our regulations about how many members 
are in the board of appeals. See attached letter below.  
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RESOLUTION NO.09‐12‐005 

SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONER GERALD KIRBY 

RESOLUTION FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR MINIMAL TAX RATES FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2010‐2011 FOR PROPERTY OWNERS IN BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

 
BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Blount  County,  Tennessee,  in  session 
assembled the 17th day of December, 2009: 

WHEREAS,  the  Blount  County  Board  of  Commissioners  recognizes  that  its  citizens  are 
suffering during these trying economic times; and 

WHEREAS,  since  taking  office  on  September  1,  2006,  the  Blount  County  Commission  has 
made many  efforts  to  be  good  stewards  of  the  citizen’s  government by  keeping  the  annual 
property  tax  rate  as  low  as  possible,  implementing  policies  that  resulted  in  a more  stable 
financial status, and by building back dangerously depleted fund balances; and 

WHEREAS,  this was accomplished while not  interrupting services to the citizens as was the 
case in some areas of the country; and 

WHEREAS,  Blount County Commissioners wish to continue to provide reasonable tax rates 
for property owners  in Blount County, giving our most  careful attention as  to not place any 
additional burdens on property taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS,  the tax year 2010 is a reevaluation year for Blount County property owners; and 

WHEREAS,  Blount County Commissioners support fair and just reviews of all real property in 
Blount County, Tennessee, however the Commission also supports making all practical effort to 
not increase property tax bills for its citizens. 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Blount  County  Board  of  Commissioners  hereby 
requests that all officials, departments, boards and committees do everything in their power to 
keep budgets and taxes at a reasonable level during these difficult economic times. 

Duly authorized and approved this 17th day of December, 2009. 

CERTIFICATION OF ACTION:        ATTEST: 
 
                           
Commission Chairman          County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:       
 
Vetoed:                           
        County Mayor         Date 
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