
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the 
Blount County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, being Resolution 
00-06-010, and specifically the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY 
TENNESSEE, from S (Suburbanizing) to C (Commercial) for the  property located 
at 225 & 235 S. Old Glory Road, The property is identified on Tax Map 056 and 
Parcels 045.00 and 045.02, and is shown hatched on the map below. 
   

   
 
Copies of the Resolutions may be obtained at the offices of the Blount County Building 
Commissioner and Secretary to the County Commission, during regular office hours. 
Blount County does not discriminate based on race, color or national origin in federal or 
state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
200d).  
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
Jerome Moon ______    Roy Crawford, Jr._________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Ed Mitchell  _______ 
County Mayor 
 



RESOLUTION No.  13-05-003         
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 
225 & 235 S. Old Glory Road, being Tax Map 056, Parcels 045.00 and 045.02. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in 
session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to 
adopt and amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code 
Annotated Section 13-7-101, et seq., and    
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-
010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, ET SEQ., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following: 
 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from 
S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 225 & 235 S. Old Glory 
Road, being Tax Map 056, Parcels 045.00 and 045.02, shown hatched on the following 
map.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN 
FORCE AND BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC 
WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 
 



CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
___________________________   _______________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:      ______ 
 
__________________________   _______________________ 
County Mayor      Date 













1 
 

BLOUNT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR SESSION 

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2013 
5:30 P.M. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, March 28, 
2013, at the Courthouse. Staff was represented by: John Lamb - Director of Planning; Doug 
Hancock - Senior Planner; Roger Fields - Building Commissioner; Jeff Hatcher – Highway 
Department; Justin Teague, Stormwater Program Coordinator; and Administrative Assistant, 
Marlene Hodge.   
 
Commissioners Present:  David Caldwell – Vice Chairman, Ron French, Brad Harrison, Tom 
Hodge, Gerald Kirby, Bruce McClellan, Jerry Roddy, Ed Stucky – Chairman, Clifford Walker, 
and Gordon Wright. Commissioners Absent:  Mike Caylor and Geneva Harrison. 
 
The minutes for the February 28, 2013, regular monthly meeting were approved. Minutes 
were given to members for review prior to the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 

   

Rezoning Request Suburbanizing (S zone) to Commercial (C zone) at 225 and 235 
South Old Glory Road: 
 
The owner requested that the property located on Tax Map 056, Parcels 045.00 and 045.02 
be rezoned from S-suburbanizing to C-Commercial.  The property on one side of the lots 
has been annexed into the City of Maryville and zoned Business/Transportation and the 
opposite side is adjacent to Mary Blount Elementary School.  
 
Both parcels have road frontage on S. Old Glory Road and are located in an area that has 
existing commercially zoned and used properties. Parcel 45.02 is listed as commercial on 
the tax card and Parcel 45.00 is listed as residential.  
 
No one spoke and the public hearing was closed.  
 
Commissioner McClellan made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  
Motion received unanimous approval. 
 
HEARINGS:
 

   

Preliminary Plats – Major Subdivisions:   
 
Renewal of preliminary plat for Sparks Cabin Sites off Christy Lane in Laurel Valley: 5 
new lots and 1 existing tract (Lane Property) to be served by a private easement: 
 
The preliminary plat was approved at the March 2010 for 24 months until March of 2012. 
The plat was renewed for 12 months until March 2013. 
 
This is a proposed five-lot subdivision containing 4.9 acres and is located in the Rural 
District 1 (R-1) zone. All of the lots are to be served off a shared access easement and are 
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to be served by electric, a private water system and a shared septic system. The Lane 
Property is also served by this easement. 
 
Mr. Sparks requested an extension of the preliminary plat approval for an additional 12 
months - until March 2014. 

 
Outstanding items to be completed

 
: 

1. Variance consideration to allow for the five Sparks lots and Lane Property to be 
divided off a common driveway Easement. (Variance granted in March of 2010). 
 

2. Copy of a Maintenance Agreement for common driveway, shared septic system and 
common area maintenance responsibility.  Suitable arrangements for maintenance of 
the private water distribution system. 
 

3. Property Owner’s Association documentation to be supplied to staff for review prior 
to final plat submission, inclusive of maintenance responsibility for these lots for 
internal Laurel Valley Roads. 

 
4. A preconstruction meeting is required prior to any on-site work. An Erosion Control 

Plan and any permits to staff. All instructions in this staff analysis for the construction 
of the common driveway, and paving of entrance.  

 
5. Confirmation by Mr. Lane that he concurs with the division of the Sparks property 

and understands the limitation from additional lots off the common driveway 
easement. (Confirmed by Mr. Lane at March 2010 Meeting) 

 
6. Add access easement for common area below shared septic easement on plat and 

specify on plat that common area may also be used for future well(s).  
 

7. At the March 2012 meeting Mr. Lane reminded staff that the cabin on Lot 5 needed 
to be moved out of the easement.  (During a storm the cabin was moved off its 
foundation and into the easement.)  It has since been partially moved but not 
completely out of the easement. 

 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the preliminary plat subject to staff 
recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Miscellaneous Items:   

 
Big Springs Presbyterian Church: 2 lots off Meadow Road. 1 lot with road frontage 
and 1 lot served by a 25’ easement. Variance Request: 
 
The proposed plat is to divide the Church building and parking lot on one lot and the 
cemetery on a separate lot. The cemetery lot is to be served by a 25’ access easement. 

 
The variance request would be to waive the Health Department evaluation requirements for 
Lot 2, the cemetery. 
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Such variances have been granted in the past, giving consideration to the unique use of the 
property. A note should be placed on the plat concerning limitation of the use of land to 
cemetery use only for Lot 2. 

 
The property boundary is currently being adjusted through two minor lot line adjustments 
with adjoining properties.   

 
Outstanding Items to be completed

 
:  

1. Consideration of variance request. 
 

2. Placing note on the plat concerning limitation of use. 
 
3. Completion of lot line adjustment plats. 

 
4. Signature plats and $20.00 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to approve the plat and variance request to waive the 
Health Department evaluation requirements for the cemetery, Lot 2, subject to completion of 
the outstanding items; seconded by Commissioner Wright. Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
David and Sherryl Cooper Property off Charles Young Road: 3 lots. 2 with county 
road frontage and 1 served by a 25’ easement. Variance request to minimum lot size: 
 
Owners presented a concept plan for review purposes only and consideration of variance 
request. 

 
The Cooper property is a 2.1 acre parcel and has three residential structures located on the 
property.  

 
There are currently two homes on Lot 1. One of those homes is going to be removed and 
replaced on Lot 2. Lot 3 contains one home and the 25’ easement serving Lot 2. Lots 2 and 
3 are to share driveway access off the easement. The condition of the existing driveway is 
satisfactory with no additional improvements necessary to meet the intent of the regulations.  

 
In order to divide the owner is requesting the following variances to be granted: 
 

Variance request to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for Lot 3. While 
Lot 3 is 32,000 square feet, approximately 9,000 square feet is encumbered by the 
easement. The subdivision regulations require 30,000 square feet out side of any 
area of development hindrance (including a driveway easement) 
 

According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Mr. Ferguson discussed the situation with staff and agreed in principle that a subdivision 
that did not result in any net detriment to the property would be acceptable subject to 
approval of the Planning Commission.  Mr. Ferguson will review Lot 3 for adequate reserve 
area upon preliminary plat submittal and Lot 2 will require a soil map. 
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Items to be acted on
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance request subject to the Health Department approval. 
 

Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the variance request for minimum lot size for 
Lot 3; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous approval. 

 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING: 
 

  

STAFF REPORTS:
 

    

Members were reminded of upcoming training opportunities and of the training session 
immediately following the Planning Commission Meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned. 

   

 
 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary  



 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the 
Blount County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, being Resolution 
00-06-010, and specifically the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY 
TENNESSEE, from R-1 (Rural District 1) to C (Commercial) for the  property 
located on Cedar Creek Road, The property is identified on Tax Map 097 and 
Parcel 011.00, and is shown hatched on the map below. 

    
Copies of the Resolutions may be obtained at the offices of the Blount County Building 
Commissioner and Secretary to the County Commission, during regular office hours. 
Blount County does not discriminate based on race, color or national origin in federal or 
state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
200d).  
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
Jerome Moon ______    Roy Crawford, Jr._________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Ed Mitchell  _______ 
County Mayor 

 

 



RESOLUTION No.  13-05-004         
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from R-1-Rural District 1 to C-Commercial for the property located 
on Cedar Creek Road, being Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in 
session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to 
adopt and amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code 
Annotated Section 13-7-101, et seq., and    
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-
010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, ET SEQ., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following: 
 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from 
R-1-Rural District 1to C-Commercial for a portion of the property located on Cedar 
Creek Road, being Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00, shown hatched on the following map.  
   

   
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN 
FORCE AND BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC 
WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 

 



 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
___________________________   _______________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:      ______ 
 
__________________________   _______________________ 
County Mayor      Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Building Commissioner 

CC: Other commission members and staff 

Date: 2/20/2013 

Re:

Background: 

 Rezoning Request on Cedar Creek Road.  

 This request is to rezone the property on Cedar Creek Road near the intersection of 
Wears Valley Road to C-commercial from R-1-rural district one. The property is identified on 
tax map 097 and parcel 011.00. This property is currently located between commercially 
zoned property and an existing grandfathered campground.  

 The owner of this property also owns the property at 205 Wears Valley Road. That 
property is identified on tax map 097 and parcel 012.02, which currently houses a tubing 
business. The property owner has a plat to combine the parcel in question with the lot at 205 
Wears Valley Road in order for the lot in question to have access onto Wears Valley Road, 
which is an arterial road. I have included a copy of that plat, but it has not been approved at 
this time. The combination of these parcels would allow parcel 011.00 to have the frontage on 
an arterial status road, which is better suited to handle commercial traffic than Cedar Creek 
Road. This request is consistent with the zoning and use of the properties that are located in 
that immediate area.  

 There is a small portion of this parcel that extends across Cedar Creek Road that lies on 
the bank of the Little River. This portion of the lot has not been included in this report simply 
because it is not suitable for development. I have attached the zoning map and the survey I 
mentioned for your review.  

 







BLOUNT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR SESSION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2013 
5:30 P.M. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, February 28, 
2013, at the Courthouse. Staff was represented by: John Lamb - Director of Planning; Doug 
Hancock - Senior Planner; Roger Fields - Building Commissioner; Jeff Hatcher – Highway 
Department; and Administrative Assistant, Marlene Hodge.   
 
Commissioners Present:  David Caldwell – Vice Chairman, Ron French, Brad Harrison, 
Geneva Harrison, Tom Hodge, Gerald Kirby, Bruce McClellan, Jerry Roddy, Ed Stucky – 
Chairman, Clifford Walker, and Gordon Wright. Commissioner Absent:  Mike Caylor. 
 
The minutes for the January 24, 2013, regular monthly meeting were approved. Minutes 
were given to members for review prior to the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 

   

Rezoning Request Suburbanizing (S zone) to Commercial (C zone) at 228 Keith Road: 
 
The owner requested the property to be rezoned from S-suburbanizing to C-commercial. 
This property is identified on Tax Map 056, Parcel 171.00, and is approximately one acre in 
size.  The property is located in an area of other commercially zoned properties along 
William Blount Drive. Rezoning would be contiguous with the commercial zone in that 
immediate area and would be consistent with the zoning map. Two of the five properties 
located on Keith Road are already zoned C-commercial.  
 
Keith Road is a short dead end road that ranges from thirty feet in width to seventeen feet in 
width.  The driveway to this property is approximately two hundred feet from William Blount 
Drive, but the property corner is approximately seventy feet from William Blount Drive. 
 
This property is currently taxed as residential and has a vacant home on it. The property 
owner has stored several cars on this property while construction is being done at the site of 
his used car lot. He assured Roger Fields that he is not conducting business there, but only 
using it for temporary storage and will be removing them once the construction is done.  
 
County Commissioner Holden Lail spoke for two constituents regarding the rezoning, one 
for and one against the rezoning as well as a personal interest since the family farm 
surrounds the property.  Mr. Lail and family members, Allen Lail and Brent Lail, are opposed 
to the rezoning.  
 
Shannon Cheshire, Roland Zehendner, and Betty Maynard also spoke against the rezoning.  
 
Those opposed of the rezoning did not want a car lot in that area and had concerns 
regarding the increase in traffic, the potential of more crime on that property and to 
surrounding properties, and would like to keep the area as is.  
 
No one else spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
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Commissioner Hodge inquired if the property had frontage on William Blount Drive and 
wanted to verify that if the property was rezoned to Commercial that any commercial use 
would be allowed not just a car lot. Mr. Fields stated that the property did not have frontage 
on William Blount Drive.  A list of commercial uses is available in the zoning regulations. 
 
The rezoning and surrounding parcels were discussed. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County Commission 
with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Roll call vote 
was taken: 
 
Commissioner Caldwell - No 
Commissioner Caylor - Absent 
Commissioner French - No 
Commissioner Brad Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Geneva Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Hodge - No 

Commissioner Kirby - Yes 
Commissioner McClellan – No 
Commissioner Roddy - No 
Commissioner Stucky - Yes 
Commissioner Walker - Yes 
Commissioner Wright - Yes 

 
Motion to forward the rezoning request with a favorable recommendation was approved with 
6 yes, 5 no, and 1 absent.  
 

Rezoning Request at corner of Wears Valley Road and Cedar Creek Road: 
 
Owners requested to rezone the property near the intersection of Wears Valley Road to C- 
Commercial from Rural District 1 (R-1 zone), identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00. This 
property is currently located between commercially zoned property and an existing 
grandfathered campground. The owner of this property also owns the property at 205 Wears 
Valley Road, identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 012.02, which currently houses a tubing 
business. This request is consistent with the zoning and use of the properties that are 
located in that immediate area.  
The property owner has a plat to combine the parcel in question with the lot at 205 Wears 
Valley Road in order for the lot in question to have access onto Wears Valley Road.  The 
combination of these parcels would allow Parcel 011.00 to have the frontage on an arterial 
status road (Wears Valley Road), which is better suited to handle commercial traffic. The 
plat has not been approved at this time.  
 
A small portion of this parcel that extends across Cedar Creek Road lies on the bank of the 
Little River. This portion of the lot was not been included in the staff memo because it is not 
suitable for development.  
 
No one spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
HEARINGS:
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Preliminary and Final Plats – Minor Subdivisions:   
 
Revised Robert Hearon Property off of Murphy Road by Bob Hearon, 3 lots: 2 with 
frontage along the county road and 1 to be served exclusively by a common driveway 
easement: 
 
The Robert Hearon Plat was approved as a revised preliminary plat at the December 2012 
special called meeting. At that time the plat consisted of four lots, 2 with road frontage and 
two to be served exclusively by a common driveway easement. Prior to that, the Concept 
Plan was presented to the planning commission at the September 2012 regular meeting as 
a 7 lot subdivision of the Raymond Beasley Property. 

 
The Robert Hearon Property is now a proposed 3 lot subdivision containing 5.2 acres off 
Murphy Road. A portion of the property containing the floodplain has been added to a 
neighbors parcel and is no longer part of this proposed subdivision. (Staff memo was sent to 
members for review prior to the meeting.) 

 
Lots 1 and 3 have road frontage along the county road and Lot 2 is to be served exclusively 
by a 25 foot common driveway easement across the flag stem of Lot 3. There is an existing 
home on Lot 1. This parcel is in the R-1 zone and all of the lots meet the minimum lot size 
requirements.  
 
No construction activity is required for final plat approval. Any future driveway construction 
shall be the responsibility of the owner. While an erosion control plan is not required, erosion 
control measures should be employed during driveway construction. The owner shall 
contact the highway department prior to construction of a new driveway access along 
Murphy Road. 
 
Outstanding items to be completed

 
: 

1. Copy of modified Maintenance Agreement to be supplied to staff prior to releasing 
the final plat. 

2. Signature plats with all certifications including water and electric utilities. 

3. $20. 00 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Kirby.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Amended Road Plat for Joe Pye Lane. A private Road in Singing Brook Subdivision 
owned by the Singing Brook Conservancy: 
 
The Singing Brook Subdivision was approved as a 15 lot subdivision with open space and a 
one way private gravel road to serve all of the lots in 2005. In 2010, the Singing Brook 
Cottages Subdivision was approved by the planning commission adding 7 more lots. From 
the original final plat in 2005 and the later in 2010 the private gravel road was paved by the 
owners. In order to confirm the road was build to county standards for a private paved road; 
planning staff requested a study of the road be presented by the owners. Upon completion 
of the road report, the County Engineering Department confirmed the road had been 
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constructed to meet the standards of a paved private roadway and the final plat for the 
Singing Brook Cottages was approved allowing the additional 7 lots to be recorded. 

 
The owners have acquired an adjacent parcel owned by the David Long Trustee and the 
intent is to add two tracts with the remainder of the David Long trustee property to have 
access along Joe Pye Lane.  In order to add the new lots, the Singing Brook Conservancy is 
widening the private road right-of-way along a section of Joe Pye Lane.  
 
The Singing Brook Conservancy wants to add large lots off of the neighboring tract to be 
included into the private road subdivision. The status of the private road and condition of the 
roadway meet the requirements for further subdivision. West Millers Cove Road meets the 
standards for the additional tracts. Any additional tracts off of Joe Pye Lane shall be jointly 
responsible for the maintenance of the private road or be a part of the same maintenance 
regime as determined by the owners.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats with all certifications. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
completion of all certifications; seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
 
Beall Property, Tract 2 and 4 by David Long, Trustee: 2 large tracts and a remainder 
greater than 5 acres off of Joe Pye Lane (private road).  
 
The proposed Beall Property off of Joe Pye Lane contains 2 large tracts with a total of 19.5 
acres and a remainder greater than five acres. Tract 2 will have road frontage alone the 
private road right-of-way of Joe Pye Lane. Tract 4 is to be served by a 25’ driveway 
easement across the remainder of the David Long Trustee property.  

 
The regulations state that a one-lot subdivision with an easement does not require the 
easement to be improved; therefore the driveway to Tract 4 does not need to be constructed 
for final plat consideration.  

 
The proposed preliminary and final plat was reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for 
large tracts along an existing private road easement with public water, electric and individual 
septic systems.  

 

 
Outstanding items to be completed: 

1. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to staff 
recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
Walker Property (re-plat) off Rudd Hollow Road by Dan Walker: 3 lots with county 
road frontage: 
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The Walker Property is a proposed 3 lot re-plat containing 16.4 acres along Rudd Hollow 
Road and Lizzie Lane. The parcel is in the R-1 zone and none of the parcel is located in a 
floodplain.  All three of the lots have county road frontage and adequate sight distance. 
Tract 3 is being made larger with a portion of both Tracts 1 and 2. 

 
The proposed subdivision has been reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for small 
lots with public water, electric and individual septic systems.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats, including water and electric, and a $20.00 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Wright.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Miscellaneous Items:   

 
Charles Lunsford Property by Charles Lunsford off Calderwood Highway.         2 Lots 
with Road Frontage along Calderwood Highway.  Variance Request for lots in the 
floodplain: 
 
The Lunsford property is a 1.6 acre parcel located along Calderwood Highway (Hwy. 129) 
and currently has two residential structures located on the property.  
 
The owner would like to subdivide the parcel in order to separate the two homes onto two 
separate lots. According to the FEMA flood map, the entire parcel is located within the 100 
year flood plain.  In order to do divide the owner is requesting the following variances to be 
granted: 

 

• Variance request to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for lot 2 from 
30,000 square feet to 26,250 square feet. 

• Variance request to the subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a 
buildable area outside of the floodplain. 

• Variance to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, from 150 feet to 142 feet for Lot 
1 and 99 feet for Lot 2. 

According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Mr. Ferguson has discussed the situation with staff, and agreed in principle that subdivision 
that did not result in any net detriment to the property would be acceptable subject to 
approval of the Planning Commission.  

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the front setback and dedication of right-of –way off of 
Calderwood Highway. 
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3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

4. The owner is responsible for contacting TDOT for any additional driveway 
connections. 

 
Commissioner McClellan wanted to verify that the flood information will be on the plat. Staff 
stated that a note will be added indicating that the entire area is in the floodplain. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the variances to minimum lot size, the 
subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a buildable area outside of the 
floodplain, and to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, with an addition of a floodplain 
statement to the plat and a note indicating that if the current buildings are removed any new 
structures must meet current FEMA regulations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
Shultz Property off Boat Gunnel Road by Randy Shultz. 3 lots, 2 lots served 
exclusively off of a 25’ common driveway easement. Variance Request to minimum lot 
size: 
 
This property is a 2.6 acre parcel and currently has three residential structures located on 
the property. The owner wishes to subdivide the parcel to separate the two homes on Lot 1 
onto two separate lots. Lot 1 is a flag lot and a 25 driveway easement serves Lot 2.  
 
This proposal would add a second lot to be served exclusively off of the easement. This 
meets with the common driveway requirements and the condition of the existing driveway is 
satisfactory with no additional improvements necessary to meet the intent of the regulations.  

 
The owner is requesting a variance to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for 
the two new lots created from Lot 1, 30,000 square feet to approximately 20,000 square feet 
for the smaller lot and approximately 37,000 square feet for the larger. 
 
According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Staff notes precedent in granting variances to allow the subdivision of lots with assumption 
that this would accommodate an existing constructed situation.  To insure full disclosure of 
lot situation, approval could be with condition that the plat include Environmental 
Department certification of reserve septic capability for the two new lots and any easements 
noted on the plat for septic that crosses the new property line. 

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the proposed division. 

3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the variance request subject to completion 
of the outstanding items, seconded by Commissioner Geneva Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING: 
 

  

Proposed Plan Rural Resort District:  This proposal is already in process in the County 
Commission and a public hearing has been set for March 21, 2013.  The State Statutes 
requires that the Planning Commission make a recommendation before the County 
Commission can vote on final approval of the amendment resolution.  Staff memo and a 
copy of the resolution were given to members for review prior to the meeting. 
 
The proposed amendment is for a resort type of overall low to moderate density 
development, and may be considered as consistent with preserving rural character, in the 
context of a gateway to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
 
One issue concerns the road infrastructure. West Millers Cove Road may be considered 
adequate for higher order development but at present is classified as a local road. (Most of 
the plans refer to a context of a collector status road.) The Blount County Major Road Plan 
may need to be amended to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as collector status for 
consistency between plans and proposal. Consideration for the collector status road for 
West Millers Cove Road would be from Highway 321 (East Lamar Alexander Parkway) to 
Mountain Homes Subdivision property line.  
 
Staff recommended consideration of the resolution and recommendation to County 
Commission and to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as a collector status road.  
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to set a public hearing for April 4 at 5:30 P.M. for 
consideration to reclassify West Millers Cove Road from a local road to a collector status 
road; seconded by Commissioner Walker.  Motion received unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to forward the resolution as written (amending the 
Zoning Regulations by adding a new Planned Rural Resort District) to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Wright. Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
STAFF REPORTS:
 

    

Staff verified that members agreed to have training after the regular meetings. Training is 
tentative scheduled to follow the next meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned. 

   

 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary  



 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the 
Blount County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, being Resolution 
00-06-010, and specifically the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY 
TENNESSEE, from S (Suburbanizing) to C (Commercial) for the  property located 
at 228 Keith Road, The property is identified as part of Tax Map 056 and Parcel 
171.00, and is shown hatched on the map below. 

 

   
 
Copies of the Resolutions may be obtained at the offices of the Blount County Building 
Commissioner and Secretary to the County Commission, during regular office hours. 
Blount County does not discriminate based on race, color or national origin in federal or 
state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
200d).  
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
Jerome Moon ______    Roy Crawford, Jr._________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Ed Mitchell  _______ 
County Mayor 

 



RESOLUTION No.  13-05-005         
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 
228 Keith Road, being Tax Map 056, Parcel 171.00. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in 
session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to 
adopt and amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code 
Annotated Section 13-7-101, et seq., and    
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-
010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, ET SEQ., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following: 
 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from 
S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 228 Keith Road, being Tax 
Map 056, Parcel 171.00, shown hatched on the following map.  
 

   
   



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN 
FORCE AND BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC 
WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
___________________________   _______________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:      ______ 
 
__________________________   _______________________ 
County Mayor      Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Building Commissioner 

CC: Other commission members and staff 

Date: 2/20/2013 

Re:

Background: 

 Rezoning Request at 228 Keith Road.  

 This rezoning request is for the property at 228 Keith Road to be rezoned from S-
suburbanizing to C-commercial. The property is identified on tax map 056, parcel 171.00, and 
is approximately 1 acre in size.  

 This property is located in an area of other commercially zoned properties along 
William Blount Drive. Rezoning would be contiguous with the commercial zone in that 
immediate area and would be consistent with our zoning map. Two of the five properties 
located on Keith Road are already zoned C-commercial and this property has the closest 
access to William Blount Drive. Directly across the street from this property is a commercially 
zoned property that currently houses a self storage business.  

 Keith Road is a short dead end road that ranges from thirty feet in width to seventeen 
feet in width at the entrance to the self storage business. The driveway to this property is 
approximately two hundred feet from William Blount Drive, but the property corner is 
approximately seventy feet from William Blount Drive.  

 This property is currently taxed as residential and has a vacant home on it. The property 
owner has stored several cars on this property while construction is being done at the site of 
his used car lot. He has assured me that he is not conducting business there, but only using it 
for temporary storage and will be removing them once the construction is done. The property 
in question is shown hatched on the following map.  
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BLOUNT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR SESSION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2013 
5:30 P.M. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, February 28, 
2013, at the Courthouse. Staff was represented by: John Lamb - Director of Planning; Doug 
Hancock - Senior Planner; Roger Fields - Building Commissioner; Jeff Hatcher – Highway 
Department; and Administrative Assistant, Marlene Hodge.   
 
Commissioners Present:  David Caldwell – Vice Chairman, Ron French, Brad Harrison, 
Geneva Harrison, Tom Hodge, Gerald Kirby, Bruce McClellan, Jerry Roddy, Ed Stucky – 
Chairman, Clifford Walker, and Gordon Wright. Commissioner Absent:  Mike Caylor. 
 
The minutes for the January 24, 2013, regular monthly meeting were approved. Minutes 
were given to members for review prior to the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 

   

Rezoning Request Suburbanizing (S zone) to Commercial (C zone) at 228 Keith Road: 
 
The owner requested the property to be rezoned from S-suburbanizing to C-commercial. 
This property is identified on Tax Map 056, Parcel 171.00, and is approximately one acre in 
size.  The property is located in an area of other commercially zoned properties along 
William Blount Drive. Rezoning would be contiguous with the commercial zone in that 
immediate area and would be consistent with the zoning map. Two of the five properties 
located on Keith Road are already zoned C-commercial.  
 
Keith Road is a short dead end road that ranges from thirty feet in width to seventeen feet in 
width.  The driveway to this property is approximately two hundred feet from William Blount 
Drive, but the property corner is approximately seventy feet from William Blount Drive. 
 
This property is currently taxed as residential and has a vacant home on it. The property 
owner has stored several cars on this property while construction is being done at the site of 
his used car lot. He assured Roger Fields that he is not conducting business there, but only 
using it for temporary storage and will be removing them once the construction is done.  
 
County Commissioner Holden Lail spoke for two constituents regarding the rezoning, one 
for and one against the rezoning as well as a personal interest since the family farm 
surrounds the property.  Mr. Lail and family members, Allen Lail and Brent Lail, are opposed 
to the rezoning.  
 
Shannon Cheshire, Roland Zehendner, and Betty Maynard also spoke against the rezoning.  
 
Those opposed of the rezoning did not want a car lot in that area and had concerns 
regarding the increase in traffic, the potential of more crime on that property and to 
surrounding properties, and would like to keep the area as is.  
 
No one else spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
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Commissioner Hodge inquired if the property had frontage on William Blount Drive and 
wanted to verify that if the property was rezoned to Commercial that any commercial use 
would be allowed not just a car lot. Mr. Fields stated that the property did not have frontage 
on William Blount Drive.  A list of commercial uses is available in the zoning regulations. 
 
The rezoning and surrounding parcels were discussed. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County Commission 
with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Roll call vote 
was taken: 
 
Commissioner Caldwell - No 
Commissioner Caylor - Absent 
Commissioner French - No 
Commissioner Brad Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Geneva Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Hodge - No 

Commissioner Kirby - Yes 
Commissioner McClellan – No 
Commissioner Roddy - No 
Commissioner Stucky - Yes 
Commissioner Walker - Yes 
Commissioner Wright - Yes 

 
Motion to forward the rezoning request with a favorable recommendation was approved with 
6 yes, 5 no, and 1 absent.  
 

Rezoning Request at corner of Wears Valley Road and Cedar Creek Road: 
 
Owners requested to rezone the property near the intersection of Wears Valley Road to C- 
Commercial from Rural District 1 (R-1 zone), identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00. This 
property is currently located between commercially zoned property and an existing 
grandfathered campground. The owner of this property also owns the property at 205 Wears 
Valley Road, identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 012.02, which currently houses a tubing 
business. This request is consistent with the zoning and use of the properties that are 
located in that immediate area.  
The property owner has a plat to combine the parcel in question with the lot at 205 Wears 
Valley Road in order for the lot in question to have access onto Wears Valley Road.  The 
combination of these parcels would allow Parcel 011.00 to have the frontage on an arterial 
status road (Wears Valley Road), which is better suited to handle commercial traffic. The 
plat has not been approved at this time.  
 
A small portion of this parcel that extends across Cedar Creek Road lies on the bank of the 
Little River. This portion of the lot was not been included in the staff memo because it is not 
suitable for development.  
 
No one spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
HEARINGS:
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Preliminary and Final Plats – Minor Subdivisions:   
 
Revised Robert Hearon Property off of Murphy Road by Bob Hearon, 3 lots: 2 with 
frontage along the county road and 1 to be served exclusively by a common driveway 
easement: 
 
The Robert Hearon Plat was approved as a revised preliminary plat at the December 2012 
special called meeting. At that time the plat consisted of four lots, 2 with road frontage and 
two to be served exclusively by a common driveway easement. Prior to that, the Concept 
Plan was presented to the planning commission at the September 2012 regular meeting as 
a 7 lot subdivision of the Raymond Beasley Property. 

 
The Robert Hearon Property is now a proposed 3 lot subdivision containing 5.2 acres off 
Murphy Road. A portion of the property containing the floodplain has been added to a 
neighbors parcel and is no longer part of this proposed subdivision. (Staff memo was sent to 
members for review prior to the meeting.) 

 
Lots 1 and 3 have road frontage along the county road and Lot 2 is to be served exclusively 
by a 25 foot common driveway easement across the flag stem of Lot 3. There is an existing 
home on Lot 1. This parcel is in the R-1 zone and all of the lots meet the minimum lot size 
requirements.  
 
No construction activity is required for final plat approval. Any future driveway construction 
shall be the responsibility of the owner. While an erosion control plan is not required, erosion 
control measures should be employed during driveway construction. The owner shall 
contact the highway department prior to construction of a new driveway access along 
Murphy Road. 
 
Outstanding items to be completed

 
: 

1. Copy of modified Maintenance Agreement to be supplied to staff prior to releasing 
the final plat. 

2. Signature plats with all certifications including water and electric utilities. 

3. $20. 00 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Kirby.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Amended Road Plat for Joe Pye Lane. A private Road in Singing Brook Subdivision 
owned by the Singing Brook Conservancy: 
 
The Singing Brook Subdivision was approved as a 15 lot subdivision with open space and a 
one way private gravel road to serve all of the lots in 2005. In 2010, the Singing Brook 
Cottages Subdivision was approved by the planning commission adding 7 more lots. From 
the original final plat in 2005 and the later in 2010 the private gravel road was paved by the 
owners. In order to confirm the road was build to county standards for a private paved road; 
planning staff requested a study of the road be presented by the owners. Upon completion 
of the road report, the County Engineering Department confirmed the road had been 
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constructed to meet the standards of a paved private roadway and the final plat for the 
Singing Brook Cottages was approved allowing the additional 7 lots to be recorded. 

 
The owners have acquired an adjacent parcel owned by the David Long Trustee and the 
intent is to add two tracts with the remainder of the David Long trustee property to have 
access along Joe Pye Lane.  In order to add the new lots, the Singing Brook Conservancy is 
widening the private road right-of-way along a section of Joe Pye Lane.  
 
The Singing Brook Conservancy wants to add large lots off of the neighboring tract to be 
included into the private road subdivision. The status of the private road and condition of the 
roadway meet the requirements for further subdivision. West Millers Cove Road meets the 
standards for the additional tracts. Any additional tracts off of Joe Pye Lane shall be jointly 
responsible for the maintenance of the private road or be a part of the same maintenance 
regime as determined by the owners.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats with all certifications. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
completion of all certifications; seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
 
Beall Property, Tract 2 and 4 by David Long, Trustee: 2 large tracts and a remainder 
greater than 5 acres off of Joe Pye Lane (private road).  
 
The proposed Beall Property off of Joe Pye Lane contains 2 large tracts with a total of 19.5 
acres and a remainder greater than five acres. Tract 2 will have road frontage alone the 
private road right-of-way of Joe Pye Lane. Tract 4 is to be served by a 25’ driveway 
easement across the remainder of the David Long Trustee property.  

 
The regulations state that a one-lot subdivision with an easement does not require the 
easement to be improved; therefore the driveway to Tract 4 does not need to be constructed 
for final plat consideration.  

 
The proposed preliminary and final plat was reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for 
large tracts along an existing private road easement with public water, electric and individual 
septic systems.  

 

 
Outstanding items to be completed: 

1. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to staff 
recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
Walker Property (re-plat) off Rudd Hollow Road by Dan Walker: 3 lots with county 
road frontage: 
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The Walker Property is a proposed 3 lot re-plat containing 16.4 acres along Rudd Hollow 
Road and Lizzie Lane. The parcel is in the R-1 zone and none of the parcel is located in a 
floodplain.  All three of the lots have county road frontage and adequate sight distance. 
Tract 3 is being made larger with a portion of both Tracts 1 and 2. 

 
The proposed subdivision has been reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for small 
lots with public water, electric and individual septic systems.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats, including water and electric, and a $20.00 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Wright.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Miscellaneous Items:   

 
Charles Lunsford Property by Charles Lunsford off Calderwood Highway.         2 Lots 
with Road Frontage along Calderwood Highway.  Variance Request for lots in the 
floodplain: 
 
The Lunsford property is a 1.6 acre parcel located along Calderwood Highway (Hwy. 129) 
and currently has two residential structures located on the property.  
 
The owner would like to subdivide the parcel in order to separate the two homes onto two 
separate lots. According to the FEMA flood map, the entire parcel is located within the 100 
year flood plain.  In order to do divide the owner is requesting the following variances to be 
granted: 

 

• Variance request to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for lot 2 from 
30,000 square feet to 26,250 square feet. 

• Variance request to the subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a 
buildable area outside of the floodplain. 

• Variance to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, from 150 feet to 142 feet for Lot 
1 and 99 feet for Lot 2. 

According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Mr. Ferguson has discussed the situation with staff, and agreed in principle that subdivision 
that did not result in any net detriment to the property would be acceptable subject to 
approval of the Planning Commission.  

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the front setback and dedication of right-of –way off of 
Calderwood Highway. 
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3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

4. The owner is responsible for contacting TDOT for any additional driveway 
connections. 

 
Commissioner McClellan wanted to verify that the flood information will be on the plat. Staff 
stated that a note will be added indicating that the entire area is in the floodplain. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the variances to minimum lot size, the 
subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a buildable area outside of the 
floodplain, and to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, with an addition of a floodplain 
statement to the plat and a note indicating that if the current buildings are removed any new 
structures must meet current FEMA regulations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
Shultz Property off Boat Gunnel Road by Randy Shultz. 3 lots, 2 lots served 
exclusively off of a 25’ common driveway easement. Variance Request to minimum lot 
size: 
 
This property is a 2.6 acre parcel and currently has three residential structures located on 
the property. The owner wishes to subdivide the parcel to separate the two homes on Lot 1 
onto two separate lots. Lot 1 is a flag lot and a 25 driveway easement serves Lot 2.  
 
This proposal would add a second lot to be served exclusively off of the easement. This 
meets with the common driveway requirements and the condition of the existing driveway is 
satisfactory with no additional improvements necessary to meet the intent of the regulations.  

 
The owner is requesting a variance to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for 
the two new lots created from Lot 1, 30,000 square feet to approximately 20,000 square feet 
for the smaller lot and approximately 37,000 square feet for the larger. 
 
According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Staff notes precedent in granting variances to allow the subdivision of lots with assumption 
that this would accommodate an existing constructed situation.  To insure full disclosure of 
lot situation, approval could be with condition that the plat include Environmental 
Department certification of reserve septic capability for the two new lots and any easements 
noted on the plat for septic that crosses the new property line. 

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the proposed division. 

3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the variance request subject to completion 
of the outstanding items, seconded by Commissioner Geneva Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING: 
 

  

Proposed Plan Rural Resort District:  This proposal is already in process in the County 
Commission and a public hearing has been set for March 21, 2013.  The State Statutes 
requires that the Planning Commission make a recommendation before the County 
Commission can vote on final approval of the amendment resolution.  Staff memo and a 
copy of the resolution were given to members for review prior to the meeting. 
 
The proposed amendment is for a resort type of overall low to moderate density 
development, and may be considered as consistent with preserving rural character, in the 
context of a gateway to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
 
One issue concerns the road infrastructure. West Millers Cove Road may be considered 
adequate for higher order development but at present is classified as a local road. (Most of 
the plans refer to a context of a collector status road.) The Blount County Major Road Plan 
may need to be amended to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as collector status for 
consistency between plans and proposal. Consideration for the collector status road for 
West Millers Cove Road would be from Highway 321 (East Lamar Alexander Parkway) to 
Mountain Homes Subdivision property line.  
 
Staff recommended consideration of the resolution and recommendation to County 
Commission and to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as a collector status road.  
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to set a public hearing for April 4 at 5:30 P.M. for 
consideration to reclassify West Millers Cove Road from a local road to a collector status 
road; seconded by Commissioner Walker.  Motion received unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to forward the resolution as written (amending the 
Zoning Regulations by adding a new Planned Rural Resort District) to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Wright. Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
STAFF REPORTS:
 

    

Staff verified that members agreed to have training after the regular meetings. Training is 
tentative scheduled to follow the next meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned. 

   

 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary  



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with 
Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, 
the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on Tuesday, 
May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the Blount County Courthouse 
Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, 
Tennessee, being Resolution 00-06-010, and specifically the 
Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  A RESOLUTION 
TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural 
District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for 
property owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing 
Brook Conservancy accessed off of West Millers Cove 
Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane.  That the Zoning 
Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning 
land from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to 
PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for parcels owned by 
Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy, and 
associated road right-of-way, accessed off West Millers Cove 
Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane, as described 
following.  West Millers Cove Road right-of-way from western 
most corner of Tax Map 094(082) parcel 067.02 to eastern 
most corner of Tax Map 082 parcel 066.00, and including the 
following parcels identified by Tax Map(Control Map) - parcel 
number – address:  094(082) - 067.02 - 1471 W. Millers Cove 
Road; 094(082) – 067.06 – W. Millers Cove Road; 094(082) – 
067.27 – W. Millers Cove Road: 094(082) – 067.03 - 1471 W. 
Millers Cove Road; 082 – 067.00 – W. Millers Cove Road and 
also accessed off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 002.00 - 
319 321 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 
003.00 – 316 318 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 
094A”A”(082A) – 004.00 – 312 314 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye 
Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 005.00 – 308 310 Pawpaw Lane off 
Joe Pye Lane ; 094A”A”(082A) – 006.00 – 300 302 Pawpaw 
Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 007.00 – 304 306 
Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 082 – part of 066.00 – W. 
Millers Cove Road, more particularly described as Tract 1 of 
Record Book 2344 page 246, less and except Record Book 
2356 page 2393, containing 9.29 acres more or less, and 
being in depth approximately 483 feet from and parallel to 
center line of West Millers Cove Road; in total all parcels 
containing 74 acres, more or less, and being shown on map 
following.  

 
Copy of the Resolution may be obtained at the office of the 
Secretary to the County Commission at the Blount County 
Courthouse, Court Street, Maryville, Tennessee during regular 
office hours.   Blount County does not discriminate based on 
race, color or national origin in federal or state sponsored 
programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(42 U.S.C. 2000d). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPROVED:   ATTEST: 
 
 
Jerome Moon    Roy Crawford,Jr.  
Commission Chairman  County Clerk 
 
 
 
Ed Mitchell   
County Mayor 
 
 



RESOLUTION No. 13-05-007 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby. 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, from 
R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for 
property owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy accessed off 
of West Millers Cove Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 16th  day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-
7-101, et seq., and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-010 A 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13-7-
101, et seq., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, and  
 
WHEREAS, property owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy in West 
Millers Cove meets criteria as a planned rural resort in conformity with standards set forth in the 
Planned Rural Resort District, and  
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in conformity 
with purposes set forth in the Planned Rural Resort District. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  

 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from R-1-
Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for parcels 
owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy, and associated road right-of-
way, accessed off West Millers Cove Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane, as described 
following: 
 
West Millers Cove Road right-of-way from western most corner of Tax Map 094(082) parcel 
067.02 to eastern most corner of Tax Map 082 parcel 066.00, and including the following 
parcels identified by Tax Map(Control Map) - parcel number – address:  094(082) - 067.02 - 
1471 W. Millers Cove Road; 094(082) – 067.06 – W. Millers Cove Road; 094(082) – 067.27 – 
W. Millers Cove Road: 094(082) – 067.03 - 1471 W. Millers Cove Road; 082 – 067.00 – W. 
Millers Cove Road and also accessed off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 002.00 - 319 321 
Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 003.00 – 316 318 Pawpaw Lane off Joe 
Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 004.00 – 312 314 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) 
– 005.00 – 308 310 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane ; 094A”A”(082A) – 006.00 – 300 302 
Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 007.00 – 304 306 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye 
Lane; 082 – part of 066.00 – W. Millers Cove Road, more particularly described as Tract 1 of 
Record Book 2344 page 246, less and except Record Book 2356 page 2393, containing 9.29 
acres more or less, and being in depth approximately 483 feet from and parallel to center line of 



West Millers Cove Road; in total all parcels containing 74 acres, more or less, and being shown 
on map following.   
 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
 
_____________________________            __________________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:       ______      
 
 
_____________________________   __________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
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Blount County Planning Department 
Blount County Courthouse – 327 Court Street 

Maryville,  TN  37804-5906 
Tel (865) 273-5750 – FAX (865) 273-5759 

e-mail – planning@blounttn.org 
on-line – www.blounttn.org/planning/ 

 

 
TO:  Blount County Commission 
 
FROM: John Lamb 
 
DATE: April 5, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Setting Public Hearing on Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy 

request for rezoning from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-
Planned Rural Resort District. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission recommended amendment to the zoning regulations 
for a new Planned Rural Resort District at its February 28, 2013 regular meeting. The County 
Commission approved the amendment at its March 21, 2013 meeting.   Copy of the approved 
resolution is attached to this memo for reference. 
 
Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy have submitted an application and 
request rezoning of approximately 74 acres of land along West Millers Cove Road from R-1-
Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District.  In accordance 
with requirements of the Blount County Zoning Resolution, the Planning Commission will hold 
public hearing and consider action to recommend on this matter on April 25, 2013 at its regular 
meeting, and results will be reported to the County Commission prior to final vote on the matter.  
The land requested for rezoning is shown on map on the following page. 
 
The proposed rezoning meets the requirements and purposes of the new PRRD zone.  The 
property is accessed off of West Millers Cove Road as required, and is greater than the 40 acres 
minimum required for the zone.   The majority of the land is presently in the R-1 zone as 
required, with only about three acres, integral to the planned area, extending into the surrounding 
R-2 zone along Joe Pye Lane. The principals of Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook 
Conservancy are interrelated and form the basis of an agreement to apply for this rezoning, with 
the present resort related activities on land owned by both entities functionally related in a 
planned unit.  Note that much of the surrounding land was developed by the same or related 
partners, and is also related to the overall planned development of the larger surrounding area, 
but is under mixed ownership from past transfers and is more residential in nature and not 
included in this rezoning.  
 
The present use of the land is mixed and integrated as a resort area that pre-existed zoning in the 
County.  According to tax records, much of the area is in greenbelt agricultural use, and includes 

Think Quality  -  Think Future 
 

mailto:planning@blounttn.org
http://www.blounttn.org/planning/
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20 percent open space in formal conservation easement.  The larger area of related developments 
includes a mix of residential and commercial uses. The commercial uses within the rezoning area 
include restaurant and resort type accommodations, along with recreation facilities.  The overall 
character of the land developed by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy is of 
low to moderate density, mixed-use, resort themed development consistent with the purpose of 
the PRRD zone. The proposal is also consistent with adopted plans considered below. 
 

Area of Rezoning Request 
 
 

 
 
 

Context of “Blount County Policies Plan” 

The “Blount County Policies Plan” was revised and adopted in September 25, 2008. The Policies 
Plan provides general context for reviewing this proposal for rezoning.  The Plan provides five 
Guiding Policies as follows: 

1.  The rural, small town and natural character of the county should be preserved.  

2.   Land use and development should be managed and regulated in order to preserve 
the quality of our growing county.  
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3.   The guiding policy in any government actions in relation to the use and 
development of land should be to limit regulations to specific public health, safety and 
welfare objectives balanced with responsible freedom in the use of land.  

4.  County roads should be improved and maintained to a level consistent with 
present development and expected future development.  

5.  Growth and development should be balanced with provision of adequate public 

infrastructure. 

The proposed rezoning is geared to resort type of low to moderate density development, and may 
be considered as consistent with preserving rural character in the context of a gateway to the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  As part of rural character, the Policies Plan also 
recognizes the importance of mixed use in a planned manner.  Of the five Guiding Policies, the 
two that may raise the most issues are numbers 4 and 5 concerning adequacy of infrastructure, 
particularly road infrastructure.   

West Millers Cove Road has been judged as adequate for major residential development, and 
shows a pavement width up to 20 feet.  Care should be taken to also consider the impact on roads 
of possible commercial development. The “Blount County Major Road Plan” was recently 
amended to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as Minor Collector status. 

Given the commercial aspects of the new zone, care should also be taken to insure adequate 
utilities, particularly water, in any future development plans for the zone.  The water supply for 
past development has proven to be adequate.  Since there is no public sewer in the area, the 
capacity of the soil to support any commercial uses should also be considered.  The soils for past 
related development have proven to be adequate. 

The area from Walland through Townsend is generally considered as a gateway to the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park.  The Policies Plan recognizes the importance of Townsend for 
tourism in the county.   

 
Context of “Conceptual Land Use Plan for Blount County” 
The “Conceptual Land Use Plan for Blount County” was adopted March 23, 2000, and was 
reviewed along with the Policies Plan in 2008 with conclusion that there was no pressing need 
for amendment.  The residential uses that are surrounding and related to the overall development 
of the proposed rezoning are consistent with the Land Use Plan.  Commercial uses are addressed 
directly in the Land Use Plan as follows: 

Although the cities are expected to contain the major concentration of high density 
commercial land use and activity in the county, other commercial activity already exists 
outside the cities and outside the area identified for the high density commercial land use 
category.  This type of commercial use is expected to grow in the future.  The Plan 
projects that medium to low density commercial activities will establish in other areas of 
the county along arterial roads and collector roads. 

In the context of rural areas, the Land Use Plan provides the following: 
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In deference to the predominantly residential nature of the area, only limited commercial 
activity is expected, particularly of medium to low density along arterial and collector 
status roads.   

However, concerning other land use considerations, the Land Use Plan provides the following: 

Mixed use and flexible clustering of development is accepted as a valid land use concept 
if planned for appropriately.  Thus, planned unit developments will be an accepted type 
of development. 

Taken together, low to moderate mixed commercial and residential development is accepted, 
with limitation based on quality of supporting road infrastructure.  West Millers Cove Road may 
be considered adequate for higher order development, and is classified as a Collector. 

 
Context of the Zoning Resolution 
Planned Unit Development is recognized as appropriate in the Zoning Resolution as follows: 

Section 7.3. Planned Unit Development. The purposes of these provisions for planned 
unit development are to allow flexibility in design of a large development, and to allow 
mixed use where such mixed use may be reasonably designed and integrated into a large 
development. 

The PRRD zone expands on this concept to identify and formalize a specific type of planned unit 
development with its own zone identity. 

The R-1 zone is referenced in the zoning regulations to identify permitted uses, special exception 
uses and special exception with specific limitation uses consistent with present R-1 zoning.  For 
context, the provisions for the R-1 zone are as follows: 

Section 9.2 R-1 – Rural District 1. It is the purpose and intent of this district to 
regulate rural development of expected moderate to low density within the county, 
consistent  with the overall purposes of this Resolution contained in Article 3, consistent 
with provisions in Public Chapter 1101 of 1998 (Tennessee Code Annotated Section 6-
58-101, et seq), and consistent with plans adopted by Blount County. 

A. Permitted Uses: one or two single family dwellings or manufactured home 
dwellings on a single lot, duplex dwellings, customary home occupations, group homes 
as provided in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 13-24-101, et seq; churches, temples 
and other places of worship, cemeteries associated with churches and other places of 
worship; local, state and federal government and utility uses necessary for providing 
services to land or population within the district; and accessory structures customarily 
associated with the above uses. 

B. Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions: multifamily dwellings including three or 
more of any dwelling units per lot (see also Section 7.6) and their associated sales or 
rental offices for the development, family commercial enterprises (see Section 7.10), 
nursing homes, retirement homes, sanitariums, assisted care living facilities, and resident 
facilities with special services, treatment, or supervision; day care facilities; commercial 
cemeteries not associated with a church or other place of worship; government and utility 
uses of a regional character necessary for providing service to the land and population 
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within a broader region including the district; sawmills and associated lumberyards; bed 
and breakfast accommodations; golf driving range; vacation cabin rental (see also section 
7.11); and accessory structures customarily associated with the above uses. 

C. Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions with Specific Limitations: Indoor Sport 
Shooting Range (Subject to provisions and requirements in Section 7.13); Outdoor Sport 
Shooting Range (Subject to provisions and requirements in Section 7.13); Convenience 
Stores with vehicle fuel sales, provided that any such convenience stores with vehicle 
fuel sales shall be located only with access and frontage on an arterial or collector status 
road as specified on the Major Road Plan of any regional planning commission within the 
county as registered with the Register of Deeds office, and provided that any such use 
shall be conducted on a lot or tract of at least one acre, that any such use shall be housed 
in a structure with footprint no greater than 4,000 square feet, and that buffering of the 
use from surrounding residential land shall be constructed and maintained. 

 
Context of the 1101 Growth Plan 
The 1101 Growth Plan was completed in 2001 and is the only plan adopted by the Blount 
County Commission.  State statutes require that all land use decisions be consistent with the 
plan, and this would include amendment of the zoning regulations text and amendment of the 
zoning map (rezoning).  The plan approved for Blount County is very general, and the only issue 
of concern in the present proposal is whether or not the proposal is consistent with the Rural 
Area limitation of low to moderate density development.  As noted above, the rezoning proposal, 
and the limitations inherent in the PRRD zone, meets the criteria of low to moderate density 
development.   
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RESOLUTION No. _______________ 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners ___________________and ______________________. 
 

 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, ADDING A NEW PLANNED RURAL RESORT DISTRICT. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this _______________, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-7-101, et seq., and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations in Resolution 00-06-010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT 
COUNTY PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, et seq., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE 
ANNOTATED, and  
 
WHEREAS, promoting and facilitating tourist related developments at the gateway to the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park (GSMNP) is important for the economy of Blount County, and  
 
WHEREAS, providing specific allowance and standards for tourist related resort facilities at the 
gateway to the GSMNP will facilitate proper and appropriate development in the rural area of the 
County, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  
 
That Article 8 Establishment of Districts be amended to list a new Planned Rural Resort 
District to read as follows: 
 

PRRD Planned Rural Resort District for low to medium density integrally planned 
mixed-use resort development 

 
That a new Section 9.11 be added to read as follows: 
 
Section 9.11 Planned Rural Resort District. In consideration of the substantial importance of 
tourism in the County, it is the intent of this district to allow low to moderate density mixed-use 
planned developments that combine resort type residential and recreational uses along with resort 
oriented accommodations and commercial uses in the rural gateway area to the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, consistent with the overall purposes of this Resolution contained in 
Article 3, consistent with provisions in Public Chapter 1101 of 1998 (Tennessee Code Annotated 
Section 6-58-101, et seq), and consistent with plans adopted by Blount County.  Resort oriented 
commercial uses includes production of resort-related food, beverage, and alcohol items for 
retail, agricultural, and wholesale trade. The rural gateway area to the Great Smoky Mountains 
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National Park is defined as that area past Walland Gap and extending toward Townsend and the 
entrance to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  For initial application, the area is limited 
to land adjacent to or directly accessible from West Millers Cove Road containing R-1 zoned 
land and any adjacent R-2 zoned land integral to a planned concept.  The minimum area for 
application of the zone shall be 40 acres under one concept for development, and shall be either 
under one ownership, under partnership, under lease or contract or agreement for integrated use 
and development.  This section does not amend the Zoning Map, nor zone, nor rezone any land 
to Planned Rural Resort District, but only identifies limits to location for any land that may in the 
future be zoned as such.  
 
A.  Permitted Uses:  
 

1. All permitted uses allowed in R-1 Rural District 1, as described in Section 9.2A.  

2. Within an overall mixed-use planned development, resort facilities and functions; 
restaurants, taverns and drinking establishments; hotels, motels, rooming and 
boarding houses, bed and breakfast and other similar uses; indoor and outdoor 
recreational facilities, including commercial guided activities, equestrian 
facilities, spa, gym and health club facilities; sales and rental of real estate and 
real estate development; and use of land and structures associated with resort-type 
facilities for the production of food, crafts, and beer, and for retail and wholesale 
trade.  Any mixed-use planned development within the zone shall include all the 
following: integrated resort accommodations, restaurant, recreational facilities, 
and defined open space of at least 20 percent of the zone as the core of the zone 
development.   

3. Working farm facilities and functions, which may be included in required 20 
percent open space. 

4. Agricultural, natural area uses, and farming activities, including breeding animals 
for consumption and for resale, production of food items from farm animals, 
harvesting farm animals for retail and wholesale trade industry purposes, which 
may be included in required 20 percent open space. 

B.  Uses permitted as special exception: Special exception uses identified in Section 9.2B for 
the R-1 Rural District 1.    
 
C.  Uses permitted as special exception with specific limitations: Special exception uses with 
specific limitations identified in Section 9.2C for the R-1 Rural District 1.  
 
D.  Uses Prohibited: All uses are prohibited except those uses permitted or permitted as 
special exception specifically above.  
 
E.  Uses Requiring Site Plan Review: All uses and customary accessory structures, except 
one or two single family or manufactured home dwelling on a single lot, duplex dwelling on 
separate lot, and customary accessory structures to such excepted uses. 
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F.  Minimum Lot Size and Density: Land within the zone may be divided into separate lots 
with mixed uses.  For residential structures as required in Section 9.2 for the R-1 Rural District 1 
zone, or greater as appropriate for previously R-2 zoned land on steep slopes.  For all other uses: 
all lots shall be adequately sized to accommodate necessary parking requirements, setbacks, 
buffering, and soils requirements for any required on site septic disposal.  A minimum of 20 
percent of the zone shall be set aside as open space exclusive of required setbacks. 
 
G.  Setback Requirements: All uses shall comply with the following setback requirements, 
except as otherwise provided for in Articles 3 and 5 for lots of record and nonconforming 
situations.  
 

1.  Front Setback: the minimum depth of the front building setback shall be 30 feet 
from any road right-of –way or easement line.   

2.  Rear Setback: the minimum building setback from the rear property line shall be 
20 feet for the principal structure, and five feet for any residential accessory structure.  

3.  Side Setback: the minimum building setback from the side property line shall be 
ten (10) feet, provided that the side setback shall be 20 feet for any non-residential use 
with a side property line abutting a residential use lot, or abutting a lot in the R-1 or R-2 
zones.  

4. Zone Boundary Setback:  the minimum building setback from the zone boundary 
shall be 40 feet for all but single family and duplex residential use structures. 

H.  Maximum Height of Structures: Unless otherwise explicitly allowed in other articles of 
this Section, all structures shall be no greater than 35 feet higher than the highest natural grade 
immediately adjacent to the structure.  
 
I.  Additional Site Plan Requirements: In addition to the site plan requirements in Section 
7.2, site plans for any commercial use permit under this Section shall be drawn by a qualified 
professional, and shall include front elevation of any proposed structure.  
 
J.  Additional design requirements: All site plans shall be accompanied by a stormwater 
drainage plan, if necessary, prepared by a qualified engineer, and shall address the need for 
detention, if necessary, and pollution control.  All non residential and non-agricultural uses 
permitted under this Section shall provide a vegetative landscape buffer, to be determined during 
site plan review, between the use/buildings on any commercial site, and any parcel or lot zoned 
other than Planned Rural Resort District. Such buffering shall apply to rear lot lines of the 
commercial site, and also to side lot lines behind the minimum front building setback lines, 
except where there is an immediately adjacent residential use that would require screening within 
the minimum front building setback line. All non-residential and non-agricultural uses permitted 
under this Section shall have a building elevation, along all fronting public roads, constructed of 
at least 50 percent nonmetal building materials, or shall be screened from view from all fronting 
public roads. All external lighting shall be directed away from or screened from land used or 
zoned for residential use, and away from any public right-of-way. Where noise is determined to 
be a probable off-site impact of a proposed use, a noise mitigation barrier of solid structure or 
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earth berm, in addition to vegetative buffer, shall be designed as part of the site plan and 
constructed.   
 
K.  Review on change of use.  
 

1.  For any change of use to special exception use under provisions for change of use 
requiring Board of Zoning Appeals approval, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall have 
permit and review authority under provisions of these regulations.  

2.  For other change of use, excluding change to uses allowed in Section 9.11.A, a 
permit application for zoning compliance shall be submitted, to be reviewed by the 
Building Commissioner for conformity to requirements for the zone and any previously 
approved site plan. The Building Commissioner shall require information on the 
application sufficient for determination of zoning compliance, and certification of zoning 
compliance in writing shall be considered as approval of the permit for change of use.  

3.  Notwithstanding subsection 2 above, upon determination by the Building 
Commissioner that a use will be of greater impact or will require new or changed site 
design elements upon change of use, the Building Commissioner shall require a new 
permit application and site plan to be reviewed by the Planning Commission as a new 
permit for that change of use.   

4.  All changes of use under this subsection shall require new permit application and 
charged fees as such. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
REQUIRING IT. 
 
 
 CERTIFICATION OF ACTION    ATTEST 
 
___________________________________   ______________________________ 

Commission Chairman     County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:       ______ _____________________________   __________________ 
    County Mayor    Date 
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Blount County Planning Department 

Blount County Courthouse – 327 Court Street 
Maryville,  TN  37804-5906 

Tel (865) 273-5750 – FAX (865) 273-5759 
e-mail – planning@blounttn.org 

on-line – www.blounttn.org/planning/ 
 

 
 
TO:  Blount County Commission 
 
FROM: John Lamb – Secretary, Blount County Planning Commission 
 
DATE: April 26, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Recommendation of Blount County Planning Commission on proposed rezoning 

resolution - A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-
Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for property owned 
by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy accessed off of 
West Millers Cove Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane. 

 
 
The Blount County Planning Commission at its April 25, 3013 regular meeting held public 
hearing, after required 10 days public notice in newspaper and posting on property, and 
considered the above subject captioned resolution for rezoning. No one spoke to the matter 
during the public hearing.  This is to certify that the Blount County Planning Commission acted 
to recommend for approval of the proposed resolution by unanimous vote of 10 yes, 0 no, with 2 
absent.   
 

Think Quality  -  Think Future 



AGENDA 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2013, 6:30 P.M. 
Room 430, Blount County Courthouse 

A. ROLL CALL. 

B. PUBLIC INPUT ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA. 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA COMMITTEE MINUTES: 
1. April 9, 2013 meeting. 

D. SETTING OF AGENDA. 

E. ITEMS FOR CONSENT CALENDAR. 
1. Resolutions for special recognitions. 

a. Proclamation – Clara Peals. (County Mayor) 
2. Appointments. 

a. A resolution appointing Jason Holt as a Judicial Commissioner for Blount County, Tennessee, 
and relieving Tom Hatcher, Teri Travis, David French, and Kenneth Hodson of the duties of 
same. (Gary Farmer) 

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

G. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Budget transfers. 
2. Budget increases. 
3. Other budget items. 
4. Resolution of the Commission of Blount County, Tennessee, establishing a policy regarding 

opening invocations before meetings of the Blount County Commission. (Gerald Kirby) 
5. Resolution to amend the zoning map of Blount County, Tennessee, from S-Suburbanizing to C-

Commercial for the property located at 225 and 235 S. Old Glory Road, being Tax Map 056, 
parcels 045.00 and 045.02. (Gordon Wright) 

6. Resolution to amend the zoning map of Blount County, Tennessee, from R-1-Rural District 1 to C-
Commercial for the property located on Cedar Creek Road, being Tax Map 097, parcel 011.00. 
(Gordon Wright) 

7. Resolution to amend the zoning map of Blount County, Tennessee, from S-Suburbanizing to C-
Commercial for property located on 228 Keith Road, being Tax Map 056, parcel 171.00. (Gordon 
Wright) 

8. Resolution to amend the zoning map of Blount County, Tennessee, from R-1-Rural District 1 and 
R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD – Planned Rural Resort District for property owned by Blackberry 
Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy accessed off of West Millers Cove Road, Joe Pye 
Lane and Pawpaw Lane. (Gordon Wright) 

9. Resolution to Institute fees for items issued to jail inmates upon admission to the Blount County 
Jail pursuant to T.C.A. §41-4-142. (Mike Caylor) 

10. A resolution to protect and defend the Constitutional right to keep and bear arms; and providing 
other matters related to the subject. (Mark Hasty) 

11. Resolution to set compensation of School Board Members of Blount County, Tennessee. (Scott 
Helton) 

12. A resolution amending resolution No. 02-02-004 entitled “A resolution adopting regulations for the 
unincorporated areas of Blount County pursuant to the authority of T.C.A. Sections 5-1-118(c) 
and 6-2-201(22). (Holden Lail) 

13. Resolution authorizing a continuous five (5) year reappraisal cycle. (Jerome Moon) 
14. Request to declare the old Boys/Girls Club property surplus property. (Gordon Wright) 
15. Request to declare the Fifth Judicial Drug Task Force property surplus property. (Gordon Wright) 
16. Setting of Public Hearing for request for rezoning from R-1 Rural District 1 to RAC-Rural Arterial 

Commercial for property located at 4907 and 4911 US Highway 411 South, and identified on tax 
map 100. parcels 027.00 and 028.00. (Gerald Kirby) 

17. Blount County Employee Health Plan changes. (Gary Farmer) 
18. Blount County Employee Dental Rate changes. (Gary Farmer) 
19. Addition of the Blount County Emergency Communications District employees to Blount County 

Employee Health Plan. (Gary Farmer) 

H. PUBLIC INPUT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA. 

I. ADJOURNMENT. 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 
COUNTY OF BLOUNT 

BE IT REMEMBERED that a meeting of the Agenda Committee of the Blount County Board 
of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, April 09, 2013 at 6:30 pm at the courthouse in 
Maryville, Tennessee. 

Roll call was taken by Roy Crawford, Jr., County Clerk: 
Tonya Burchfield - present 
Tab Burkhalter - present 
Rick Carver - present 
Mike Caylor - present 
Gary Farmer - present 
Jim Folts - present 
Ron French - present 

Roy Gamble - present 
Tom Greene - present 
Brad Harrison - present 
Mark Hasty - present 
Scott Helton - present 
Gerald Kirby - present 
Holden Lail - present 

Peggy Lambert - absent 
Mike Lewis - present 
Kenneth Melton - present 
Jerome Moon - absent 
Monika Murrell - present 
Steve Samples - present 
Gordon Wright - present 

There were 19 present and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared a quorum to exist.  The 
following proceedings were held to-wit: 

IN RE: MINUTES OF MARCH 5, 2013 MEETING. 

Commissioner Lewis made a motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner French seconded 
the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 19 voting yes, 0 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: SETTING OF AGENDA. 

Commissioner French made a motion to pull the request from Chilhowee Baptist Association for 
use of the old Boys/Girls Club building to form an Eagleton Community Center and set the agenda.  
Commissioner Folts seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 19 voting yes, 0 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: RESOLUTION HONORING ALCOA FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR EXEMPLARY SERVICE 
AND OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS. 

Commissioner Lewis made a motion to send the item to the agenda of the April County 
Commission meeting.  Commissioner Caylor seconded the motion.  Commissioner Kirby requested that 
Commissioners Burkhalter, French, and Kirby be added to the resolution as additional sponsors. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 
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There were 19 voting yes, 0 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT TO ALLOCATION OF SPACE COMMITTEE. 

Commissioner Farmer made a motion to send the appointment of Kenneth Melton to the 
Allocation of Space Committee to the agenda of the April County Commission meeting.  Commissioner 
French seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - abstain 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 18 voting yes, 0 voting no, 1 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: BUDGET INCREASE - CIRCUIT COURT CLERK - $7,454.00 and 
BUDGET INCREASE - SHERIFF - $87,000.00 and 
BUDGET INCREASE - EDUCATION CAPITAL PROJECTS - $90,000.00. 

Commissioner Carver made a motion to send the items to the agenda of the April County 
Commission meeting.  Commissioner Lail seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - abstain 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 18 voting yes, 0 voting no, 1 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FOR LITTER AND TRASH 
COLLECTING GRANT FROM THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF THE GRANT. 

Commissioner Lewis made a motion to send the item to the agenda of the April County 
Commission meeting.  Commissioner Melton seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 19 voting yes, 0 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: RESOLUTION APPROVING NON-PAYMENT OF DELINQUENT TAX ON ONE PARCEL OF 
PROPERTY WHICH WAS AUTHORIZED IN RESOLUTION #13-03-008. 

Commissioner Farmer made a motion to send the item to the agenda of the April County 
Commission meeting.  Commissioner Greene seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 

Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 
French - yes 
Gamble - yes 

Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
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Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 

Wright - yes 

There were 19 voting yes, 0 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: RESOLUTION TO CALL A REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTION OF WHETHER A COUNTY-
WIDE MOTOR VEHICLE TAX SHOULD BE LEVIED FOR BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE. 

Commissioner Lail made a motion to send the item to the agenda of the April County Commission 
meeting.  Commissioner Melton seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Samples made a motion to amend to section 5 of the resolution to read “Upon 
passage of the wheel tax the said tax would sunset after five years from the date of its inception and 
return to the ballot for the citizens to either approve or disapprove.   If at any time during the five year 
period the additional sales tax is approved county-wide the wheel tax would automatically sunset at the 
inception of the additional sales tax.”  Commissioner Kirby seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion to amend: 
Burchfield - no 
Burkhalter - no 
Carver - no 
Caylor - no 
Farmer - no 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - no 
Helton - abstain 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - no 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - no 
Melton - no 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 9 voting yes, 9 voting no, 1 abstaining, and 2 absent  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have failed. 

A vote was taken on the original motion: 
Burchfield - no 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - no 

French - no 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - no 

There were 15 voting yes, 4 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, FROM S-SUBURBANIZING TO C-COMMERCIAL FOR PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 225 AND 235 S. OLD GLORY ROAD, BEING TAX MAP 056, PARCELS 045.00 
AND 045.02 and 
SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, FROM R-1-RURAL DISTRICT 1 TO C-COMMERCIAL FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON CEDAR CREEK ROAD, BEING TAX MAP 097, PARCEL 011.00 
and 
SETTING OF PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, FROM R-1-RURAL DISTRICT 1 AND R2-RURAL DISTRICT 
2 TO PRRD – PLANNED RURAL RESORT DISTRICT FOR PROPERTY OWNED BY 
BLACKBERRY FARM LLC AND SINGING BROOK CONSERVANCY ACCESSED OFF OF 
WEST MILLERS COVE ROAD, JOE PYE LANE AND PAWPAW LANE. 

Commissioner Lewis made a motion to send the items to the agenda of the April County 
Commission meeting to set the public hearings for 6:00 pm May 7, 2013.  Commissioner Carver 
seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - absent 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 
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There were 18 voting yes, 0 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 3 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: SETTING OF PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, FROM S-SUBURBANIZING TO C-COMMERCIAL FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON 228 KEITH ROAD, BEING TAX MAP 056, PARCEL 171.00. 

Commissioner Kirby made a motion to send the item to the agenda of the April County 
Commission meeting to set the public hearing for 6:00 pm May 7, 2013.  Commissioner Wright seconded 
the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - no 
Carver - no 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - no 
Folts - yes 

French - no 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - no 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - no 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - no 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 12 voting yes, 7 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: AMENDMENTS TO EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK. 

Commissioner Farmer made a motion to send the item to the agenda of the April County 
Commission meeting.  Commissioner French seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - yes 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - yes 
Gamble - yes 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - yes 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - yes 
Samples - yes 
Wright - yes 

There were 19 voting yes, 0 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH AD HOC COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT 
OF LAUREL LAKE. 

Commissioner Farmer made a motion to table the resolution indefinitely.  Commissioner Lail 
seconded the motion. 

A vote was taken on the motion: 
Burchfield - yes 
Burkhalter - yes 
Carver - yes 
Caylor - no 
Farmer - yes 
Folts - yes 

French - no 
Gamble - no 
Greene - yes 
Harrison - yes 
Hasty - no 
Helton - yes 

Kirby - yes 
Lail - yes 
Lambert - absent 
Lewis - yes 
Melton - yes 
Moon - absent 

Murrell - no 
Samples - no 
Wright - no 

There were 12 voting yes, 7 voting no, 0 abstaining, and 2 absent.  Chairman Burkhalter declared 
the motion to have passed. 

IN RE: ADJOURNMENT. 

Chairman Burkhalter declared the meeting to be adjourned. 
 



RESOLUTION 13-05-013 

Sponsored by Blount County Board of Commissioners and Blount County Mayor   

A RESOLUTION HONORING CLARA PEALS FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 16h day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS: Clara Peals, born on March 23, 1923, in Tellico Plains, Tennessee, to the late 

J.C. and Ellen Peals, celebrated her 90th birthday this year. 
 
WHEREAS: Clara was the owner of Clara Peals Realtors and sold real estate for many years, 

holding the oldest real estate license in the State of Tennessee.  Prior to working 
in real estate, she worked for Crum insurance Agency.  She also was part owner 
of the Back Porch Café and The Barn in Maryville.  Clara especially loves blue-
grass music and playing the spoons, and 

 
WHEREAS: Clara was a member of the Blount County Republican Women’s Club, Business 

and Professional Women’s Club, Blount County Realtors, Woodmen of the World 
Fraternal Organization and New Providence Presbyterian Church.  She served 
on the Tennessee Real Estate Commission, one of the first women to serve in 
this capacity, and      

 
WHEREAS: Clara served her community in a variety of ways and has been honored for her 

volunteer work.  She has served in many civic and community activities working 
with the Blount County Chamber of Commerce, the old Sam Houston School-
house, the Older Timers Association of Blount County, the Blount County Com-
munity Action Agency, and many others.  The pavilion at the Welcome Center in 
Townsend is co-named after her, and 

 
WHEREAS: The entire Blount County community is a better place to live because of the lead-

ership that Clara has shown in all of her professional and personal roles.    
 
NOW THEREFORE I, ED MITCHELL, MAYOR OF BLOUNT COUNTY, and WE, THE 
BLOUNT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS do hereby give honor and recognition to 
Clara Peals, and invite all Blount County citizens to join us in congratulating Clara on her 90th 
birthday celebration and thanking Clara for her many years of service to our community.  
 
 
Duly authorized and approved the 16th day of May, 2013. 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION:  ATTEST: 
 
             
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
Approved: _______ 
 
Vetoed:     _______   ___________________________ ____________ 
     County Mayor    Date 



RESOLUTION 13-05-012 
 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gary Farmer and Brad Harrison 
 
 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING JASON HOLT AS A JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER FOR BLOUNT 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, and RELIEVING TOM HATCHER, TERI TRAVIS, DAVID FRENCH and 
KENNETH HODSON OF THE DUTIES OF SAME. 
 
WHEREAS, the Blount County Legislative Body has heretofore determined the need for the appointment of twelve 
 (12) Judicial Commissioners for Blount County, Tennessee, pursuant to authority granted by Tennessee 
 Code Annotated § 40-1-111; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Blount County Legislative Body employees five (5) full time Judicial Commissioners; and 
       
WHEREAS, it is appropriate to relieve Tom Hatcher, Teri Travis, David French and Kenneth Hodson of the duties 

of Judicial Commissioner. 
  
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Blount County Legislative Body, in regular session on this 16th day of 
 May, 2013 as follows to wit: 
 
 1. That Jason Holt be and the same is hereby appointed as Judicial Commissioner for Blount County, 

Tennessee. 
 

2. That Tom Hatcher, Teri Travis, David French and Kenneth Hodson are relieved of the 
duties of Judicial Commissioner. 

 
3. Duties: That said Judicial Commissioner shall perform the duty or duties prescribed and 

authorized by Tennessee Code Annotated § 40-1-111. 
 

4. Term of Office: That the compensation for said Judicial Commissioner shall be one dollar ($1.00) 
per calendar year to be paid from the general fund of the County. 

 
 
 
 
 CERTIFICATION OF ACTION     ATTEST 
 
 
____________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Commission Chairman     County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ________ 
 
Vetoed:      ________    _________________________________________ __________________________ 
            County Mayor     Date          









 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-014 
 

Sponsored by:  Commissioners Gerald Kirby and Jerome Moon 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND EDUCATIONAL CAPITAL FUND BUDGET. 
 

WHEREAS, Blount County would like to amend the Educational Capital Fund Budget 
to use QSCB funds to replace lighting in the Heritage High School auditorium.   
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interest of Blount County to amend the 
Educational Capital Fund Budget as requested. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Board of Commissioners of 
Blount County, Tennessee assembled in regular session this 16th day of May, 2013 that 
the Educational Capital Fund Budget shall be amended as follows: 
 
From Account Number: 
 
177-0-473050-11228 ARRA-QSCB ............................................$8,300.00 
 
To Account Number: 
 
177-091300-500707-11228 Building Improvements ...........................$8,300.00 
 
Duly authorized and approved this 16th day of May, 2013.  
   
 
           CERTIFICATION OF ACTION ATTEST 
 
 
___________________________________ ______________________________ 
            Commission Chairman             County Clerk 
 
 
Approved: ___ 
Vetoed: _____ ___________________________        ______________ 
                                               County Mayor                                  Date 





 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-015 
 

Sponsored by:  Commissioners Mike Lewis and Gerald Kirby 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND EDUCATIONAL CAPITAL FUND BUDGET. 
 

WHEREAS, Blount County would like to amend the Educational Capital Fund Budget 
to use QSCB funds for removal of existing pump house and water tank and to reline 
water source to vocational building for sprinkler system at William Blount High School. 
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interest of Blount County to amend the 
Educational Capital Fund Budget as requested. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Board of Commissioners of 
Blount County, Tennessee assembled in regular session this 16th day of May, 2013 that 
the Educational Capital Fund Budget shall be amended as follows: 
 
From Account Number: 
 
177-0-473050-11229 ARRA-QSCB ..........................................$20,000.00 
 
To Account Number: 
 
177-091300-500707-11229 Building Improvements .........................$20,000.00 
 
Duly authorized and approved this 16th day of May, 2013.  
   
 
           CERTIFICATION OF ACTION ATTEST 
 
 
___________________________________ ______________________________ 
            Commission Chairman             County Clerk 
 
 
Approved: ___ 
Vetoed: _____ ___________________________        ______________ 
                                               County Mayor                                  Date 





 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-016 
 

Sponsored by:  Commissioners Jerome Moon and Mike Lewis 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND EDUCATIONAL CAPITAL FUND BUDGET. 
 

WHEREAS, Blount County would like to amend the Educational Capital Fund Budget 
to use QSCB funds for removal of metal hay lights and change to T-8 fluorescent at 
WBHS 9th Grade Library.   
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interest of Blount County to amend the 
Educational Capital Fund Budget as requested. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Board of Commissioners of 
Blount County, Tennessee assembled in regular session this 16th day of May, 2013 that 
the Educational Capital Fund Budget shall be amended as follows: 
 
From Account Number: 
 
177-0-473050-11230 ARRA-QSCB ............................................$2,000.00 
 
To Account Number: 
 
177-091300-500707-11230 Building Improvements ...........................$2,000.00 
 
Duly authorized and approved this 16th day of May, 2013.  
   
 
           CERTIFICATION OF ACTION ATTEST 
 
 
___________________________________ ______________________________ 
            Commission Chairman             County Clerk 
 
 
Approved: ___ 
Vetoed: _____ ___________________________        ______________ 
                                               County Mayor                                  Date 





 
 

OTHER BUDGET ITEMS  
 

(COMMISSION ACTION NEEDED) 
 
 
 

          ITEM BUDGET COMM VOTE 
 
 Purchasing – Resolution regarding surplus personal property. Recommended 5 – yes 
 
 BCSO - Request to apply for Alcohol Saturation  
   Patrols/Roadside Sobriety Checkpoint Grant Recommended 5 – yes 
 
 BCSO – Request to apply for Motorcycle/Motorist Safety 
   Grant – The Dragon Recommended 5 – yes 
 
 BCSO – Request to apply for Network Coordinator Grant Recommended 5 – yes 
 
 Ad-Hoc Recycling Committee /Keep Blount Beautiful –  
   Request to apply for Recycling Grant Recommended 5 – yes 
 
 Finance – Resolution to extend the E-1-A and E-5-A Series Letters 
   of Credit and immediately seek proposals for better pricing. Recommended 5 - yes 



RESOLUTION No. 13-05-17 
 

Sponsored By: Commissioners Jerome Moon and Gerald Kirby 
 
A RESULUTION DECLARING THE ATTACHED LIST OF PERSONAL PROPERTY SURPLUS AND 
AVAILABLE FOR SALE ON INTERNET AUCTION. 
 
WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated 5-14-108 (o) (1) states "All sales of county-owned 
property, real or personal in nature, that has become surplus, obsolete or unusable shall be made 
by public auction or by sealed bid under this section, in the discretion of the purchasing agent or 
responsible official.  “Public auction” includes sale by Internet auction.”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the responsible official has declared the property surplus; and 
 
WHEREAS, the transaction of this sale must be recorded by June 30, 2013 to be reflected in this 
budget year; and 
 
WHEREAS, the purchasing agent has suspended internet auction sales pending approval by 
Blount County Commission of updated Blount County property management policies and 
procedures; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, meeting in session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013, that the attached list of 
personal property is hereby declared surplus and sale of the items by public auction is hereby 
authorized. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION TAKES EFFECT FROM AND AFTER 
ITS PASSAGE, THE PUBLIC WELFARE REQUIRING IT; AND THAT ANY PRIOR RESOLUTION 
TO THE CONTRARY IS HEREBY DECLARED VOID. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION     ATTEST 
 
             
Commission Chairman                                County Clerk   
     
Approved: _____ 
 
Vetoed:  _____                      
    County Mayor     Date                      















 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13‐05‐018 

Sponsored by:  Commissioners Steve Samples and Mike Lewis 

 

WHEREAS, Blount County has Letters of Credit (LOC) associated with the E‐1‐A and E‐5‐A series of bonds.  
They mature in August, 2013 and August 2014, respectively, and   
 
WHEREAS, extensions of these LOCs have been submitted to Blount County for approval, and 
 
WHEREAS, these extensions reflect a reduced cost to Blount County, and 
 
WHEREAS, after consultation with the County's financial advisor, PFM, the Blount County Budget 
Committee recommends the following to the full commission: 
 

"Extend the Letter of Credit (LOC) on the Series E‐1‐A and Series E‐5‐A Bonds and initiate a 
request for proposal process (RFP) for new Letters of Credit.  This process will be initiated 
by PFM after the May Commission meeting and completed prior to the expiration of the 
LOCs." 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee 
meeting in session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013, to approve the recommendation of its financial 
advisor and Budget Committee. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION TAKES EFFECT FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE, THE 
PUBLIC WELFARE REQUIRING IT; AND THAT ANY PRIOR RESOLUTION TO THE CONTRARY IS HEREBY 
DECLARED VOID. 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION  ATTEST 
 
 
_______________________________  __________________________ 
           Commission Chairman           County Clerk 
 
Approved: ______ 
 
Vetoed:      ______  _______________________       _________ 
    County Mayor  Date 
 



























RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-002 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gerald Kirby and Tom Greene 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ESTABLISH-
ING A POLICY REGARDING OPENING INVOCATIONS BEFORE MEETINGS OF THE 
BLOUNT COUNTY COMMISSION. 

WHEREAS, the Blount County Commission (the “Commission”) is an elected legislative and delibera-
tive public body, serving the citizens of Blount County, Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has long maintained a tradition of solemnizing its proceedings by allowing 
for an opening devotional before each meeting, for the benefit and blessing of the actions of the Commis-
sion; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission now desires to adopt a formal, written policy to clarify and codify its invo-
cation practices; and 

WHEREAS, such invocations before deliberative public bodies have been consistently upheld as consti-
tutional by our courts, up to and including the United States Supreme Court. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission of Blount County as follows: 

The Blount County Commission hereby approves the following written policy regarding opening invoca-
tions before meetings of the Commission of Blount County, Tennessee: 

1.) In order to solemnize proceedings of the Blount County Board of Commissioners, it is the 
policy of the Commission to allow for an invocation or devotional to be offered before its 
meetings for the benefit of the Commission. 

2.) No member or employee of the Commission or any other person in attendance at the meeting 
shall be required to participate in any devotional that is offered. 

3.) The devotional shall be voluntarily delivered by a single Commission member, or his/her de-
signee, scheduled on a rotating basis among all Commission members who voluntarily 
choose to participate in the rotational list. 

4.) The designated Commission member shall deliver the devotional or invocation in his or her 
capacity as a private citizen, and according to the dictate of his or her own conscience. 

5.) No guidelines or limitations shall be issued regarding an invocation’s content, except that the 
Commission shall request by the language of this policy that no devotional should proselytize 
or advance any faith, or disparage the religious faith or non-religious views of others. 

6.) No Commission member shall be scheduled to offer a devotional at consecutive meetings of 
the Commission, or at more than two (2) Commission meetings in any calendar year. 

7.) No other member(s) of the Commission shall engage in any prior inquiry, review of, or in-
volvement in, the content of any devotional to be offered by the scheduled Commission 
member. 

8.) This policy is not intended, and shall not be implemented or construed in any way, to affiliate 
the Commission with, nor express the Commission’s preference for, any faith or religious de-
nomination.  Rather, this policy is intended to acknowledge and express the Commission’s 
respect for the diversity of religious denominations and faiths represented and practiced 
among the citizens of the County of Blount. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is to take effect from and after its passage. 

Adopted this 16th day of May, 2013. 



CERTIFICATION OF ACTION:    ATTEST: 

____________________________________  ________________________________ 
Commission Chairman      County Clerk 

Approved: _______ 

Vetoed:      _______   _________________________________ _________ 
     County Mayor      Date   



RESOLUTION No.  13-05-003         
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 
225 & 235 S. Old Glory Road, being Tax Map 056, Parcels 045.00 and 045.02. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in 
session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to 
adopt and amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code 
Annotated Section 13-7-101, et seq., and    
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-
010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, ET SEQ., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following: 
 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from 
S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 225 & 235 S. Old Glory 
Road, being Tax Map 056, Parcels 045.00 and 045.02, shown hatched on the following 
map.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN 
FORCE AND BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC 
WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 
 



CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
___________________________   _______________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:      ______ 
 
__________________________   _______________________ 
County Mayor      Date 
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BLOUNT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR SESSION 

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2013 
5:30 P.M. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, March 28, 
2013, at the Courthouse. Staff was represented by: John Lamb - Director of Planning; Doug 
Hancock - Senior Planner; Roger Fields - Building Commissioner; Jeff Hatcher – Highway 
Department; Justin Teague, Stormwater Program Coordinator; and Administrative Assistant, 
Marlene Hodge.   
 
Commissioners Present:  David Caldwell – Vice Chairman, Ron French, Brad Harrison, Tom 
Hodge, Gerald Kirby, Bruce McClellan, Jerry Roddy, Ed Stucky – Chairman, Clifford Walker, 
and Gordon Wright. Commissioners Absent:  Mike Caylor and Geneva Harrison. 
 
The minutes for the February 28, 2013, regular monthly meeting were approved. Minutes 
were given to members for review prior to the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 

   

Rezoning Request Suburbanizing (S zone) to Commercial (C zone) at 225 and 235 
South Old Glory Road: 
 
The owner requested that the property located on Tax Map 056, Parcels 045.00 and 045.02 
be rezoned from S-suburbanizing to C-Commercial.  The property on one side of the lots 
has been annexed into the City of Maryville and zoned Business/Transportation and the 
opposite side is adjacent to Mary Blount Elementary School.  
 
Both parcels have road frontage on S. Old Glory Road and are located in an area that has 
existing commercially zoned and used properties. Parcel 45.02 is listed as commercial on 
the tax card and Parcel 45.00 is listed as residential.  
 
No one spoke and the public hearing was closed.  
 
Commissioner McClellan made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  
Motion received unanimous approval. 
 
HEARINGS:
 

   

Preliminary Plats – Major Subdivisions:   
 
Renewal of preliminary plat for Sparks Cabin Sites off Christy Lane in Laurel Valley: 5 
new lots and 1 existing tract (Lane Property) to be served by a private easement: 
 
The preliminary plat was approved at the March 2010 for 24 months until March of 2012. 
The plat was renewed for 12 months until March 2013. 
 
This is a proposed five-lot subdivision containing 4.9 acres and is located in the Rural 
District 1 (R-1) zone. All of the lots are to be served off a shared access easement and are 
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to be served by electric, a private water system and a shared septic system. The Lane 
Property is also served by this easement. 
 
Mr. Sparks requested an extension of the preliminary plat approval for an additional 12 
months - until March 2014. 

 
Outstanding items to be completed

 
: 

1. Variance consideration to allow for the five Sparks lots and Lane Property to be 
divided off a common driveway Easement. (Variance granted in March of 2010). 
 

2. Copy of a Maintenance Agreement for common driveway, shared septic system and 
common area maintenance responsibility.  Suitable arrangements for maintenance of 
the private water distribution system. 
 

3. Property Owner’s Association documentation to be supplied to staff for review prior 
to final plat submission, inclusive of maintenance responsibility for these lots for 
internal Laurel Valley Roads. 

 
4. A preconstruction meeting is required prior to any on-site work. An Erosion Control 

Plan and any permits to staff. All instructions in this staff analysis for the construction 
of the common driveway, and paving of entrance.  

 
5. Confirmation by Mr. Lane that he concurs with the division of the Sparks property 

and understands the limitation from additional lots off the common driveway 
easement. (Confirmed by Mr. Lane at March 2010 Meeting) 

 
6. Add access easement for common area below shared septic easement on plat and 

specify on plat that common area may also be used for future well(s).  
 

7. At the March 2012 meeting Mr. Lane reminded staff that the cabin on Lot 5 needed 
to be moved out of the easement.  (During a storm the cabin was moved off its 
foundation and into the easement.)  It has since been partially moved but not 
completely out of the easement. 

 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the preliminary plat subject to staff 
recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Miscellaneous Items:   

 
Big Springs Presbyterian Church: 2 lots off Meadow Road. 1 lot with road frontage 
and 1 lot served by a 25’ easement. Variance Request: 
 
The proposed plat is to divide the Church building and parking lot on one lot and the 
cemetery on a separate lot. The cemetery lot is to be served by a 25’ access easement. 

 
The variance request would be to waive the Health Department evaluation requirements for 
Lot 2, the cemetery. 
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Such variances have been granted in the past, giving consideration to the unique use of the 
property. A note should be placed on the plat concerning limitation of the use of land to 
cemetery use only for Lot 2. 

 
The property boundary is currently being adjusted through two minor lot line adjustments 
with adjoining properties.   

 
Outstanding Items to be completed

 
:  

1. Consideration of variance request. 
 

2. Placing note on the plat concerning limitation of use. 
 
3. Completion of lot line adjustment plats. 

 
4. Signature plats and $20.00 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to approve the plat and variance request to waive the 
Health Department evaluation requirements for the cemetery, Lot 2, subject to completion of 
the outstanding items; seconded by Commissioner Wright. Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
David and Sherryl Cooper Property off Charles Young Road: 3 lots. 2 with county 
road frontage and 1 served by a 25’ easement. Variance request to minimum lot size: 
 
Owners presented a concept plan for review purposes only and consideration of variance 
request. 

 
The Cooper property is a 2.1 acre parcel and has three residential structures located on the 
property.  

 
There are currently two homes on Lot 1. One of those homes is going to be removed and 
replaced on Lot 2. Lot 3 contains one home and the 25’ easement serving Lot 2. Lots 2 and 
3 are to share driveway access off the easement. The condition of the existing driveway is 
satisfactory with no additional improvements necessary to meet the intent of the regulations.  

 
In order to divide the owner is requesting the following variances to be granted: 
 

Variance request to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for Lot 3. While 
Lot 3 is 32,000 square feet, approximately 9,000 square feet is encumbered by the 
easement. The subdivision regulations require 30,000 square feet out side of any 
area of development hindrance (including a driveway easement) 
 

According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Mr. Ferguson discussed the situation with staff and agreed in principle that a subdivision 
that did not result in any net detriment to the property would be acceptable subject to 
approval of the Planning Commission.  Mr. Ferguson will review Lot 3 for adequate reserve 
area upon preliminary plat submittal and Lot 2 will require a soil map. 
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Items to be acted on
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance request subject to the Health Department approval. 
 

Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the variance request for minimum lot size for 
Lot 3; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous approval. 

 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING: 
 

  

STAFF REPORTS:
 

    

Members were reminded of upcoming training opportunities and of the training session 
immediately following the Planning Commission Meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned. 

   

 
 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary  



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the 
Blount County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, being Resolution 
00-06-010, and specifically the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY 
TENNESSEE, from S (Suburbanizing) to C (Commercial) for the  property located 
at 225 & 235 S. Old Glory Road, The property is identified on Tax Map 056 and 
Parcels 045.00 and 045.02, and is shown hatched on the map below. 
   

   
 
Copies of the Resolutions may be obtained at the offices of the Blount County Building 
Commissioner and Secretary to the County Commission, during regular office hours. 
Blount County does not discriminate based on race, color or national origin in federal or 
state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
200d).  
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
Jerome Moon ______    Roy Crawford, Jr._________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Ed Mitchell  _______ 
County Mayor 
 



RESOLUTION No.  13-05-004         
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from R-1-Rural District 1 to C-Commercial for the property located 
on Cedar Creek Road, being Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in 
session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to 
adopt and amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code 
Annotated Section 13-7-101, et seq., and    
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-
010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, ET SEQ., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following: 
 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from 
R-1-Rural District 1to C-Commercial for a portion of the property located on Cedar 
Creek Road, being Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00, shown hatched on the following map.  
   

   
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN 
FORCE AND BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC 
WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 

 



 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
___________________________   _______________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:      ______ 
 
__________________________   _______________________ 
County Mayor      Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Building Commissioner 

CC: Other commission members and staff 

Date: 2/20/2013 

Re:

Background: 

 Rezoning Request on Cedar Creek Road.  

 This request is to rezone the property on Cedar Creek Road near the intersection of 
Wears Valley Road to C-commercial from R-1-rural district one. The property is identified on 
tax map 097 and parcel 011.00. This property is currently located between commercially 
zoned property and an existing grandfathered campground.  

 The owner of this property also owns the property at 205 Wears Valley Road. That 
property is identified on tax map 097 and parcel 012.02, which currently houses a tubing 
business. The property owner has a plat to combine the parcel in question with the lot at 205 
Wears Valley Road in order for the lot in question to have access onto Wears Valley Road, 
which is an arterial road. I have included a copy of that plat, but it has not been approved at 
this time. The combination of these parcels would allow parcel 011.00 to have the frontage on 
an arterial status road, which is better suited to handle commercial traffic than Cedar Creek 
Road. This request is consistent with the zoning and use of the properties that are located in 
that immediate area.  

 There is a small portion of this parcel that extends across Cedar Creek Road that lies on 
the bank of the Little River. This portion of the lot has not been included in this report simply 
because it is not suitable for development. I have attached the zoning map and the survey I 
mentioned for your review.  

 







BLOUNT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR SESSION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2013 
5:30 P.M. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, February 28, 
2013, at the Courthouse. Staff was represented by: John Lamb - Director of Planning; Doug 
Hancock - Senior Planner; Roger Fields - Building Commissioner; Jeff Hatcher – Highway 
Department; and Administrative Assistant, Marlene Hodge.   
 
Commissioners Present:  David Caldwell – Vice Chairman, Ron French, Brad Harrison, 
Geneva Harrison, Tom Hodge, Gerald Kirby, Bruce McClellan, Jerry Roddy, Ed Stucky – 
Chairman, Clifford Walker, and Gordon Wright. Commissioner Absent:  Mike Caylor. 
 
The minutes for the January 24, 2013, regular monthly meeting were approved. Minutes 
were given to members for review prior to the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 

   

Rezoning Request Suburbanizing (S zone) to Commercial (C zone) at 228 Keith Road: 
 
The owner requested the property to be rezoned from S-suburbanizing to C-commercial. 
This property is identified on Tax Map 056, Parcel 171.00, and is approximately one acre in 
size.  The property is located in an area of other commercially zoned properties along 
William Blount Drive. Rezoning would be contiguous with the commercial zone in that 
immediate area and would be consistent with the zoning map. Two of the five properties 
located on Keith Road are already zoned C-commercial.  
 
Keith Road is a short dead end road that ranges from thirty feet in width to seventeen feet in 
width.  The driveway to this property is approximately two hundred feet from William Blount 
Drive, but the property corner is approximately seventy feet from William Blount Drive. 
 
This property is currently taxed as residential and has a vacant home on it. The property 
owner has stored several cars on this property while construction is being done at the site of 
his used car lot. He assured Roger Fields that he is not conducting business there, but only 
using it for temporary storage and will be removing them once the construction is done.  
 
County Commissioner Holden Lail spoke for two constituents regarding the rezoning, one 
for and one against the rezoning as well as a personal interest since the family farm 
surrounds the property.  Mr. Lail and family members, Allen Lail and Brent Lail, are opposed 
to the rezoning.  
 
Shannon Cheshire, Roland Zehendner, and Betty Maynard also spoke against the rezoning.  
 
Those opposed of the rezoning did not want a car lot in that area and had concerns 
regarding the increase in traffic, the potential of more crime on that property and to 
surrounding properties, and would like to keep the area as is.  
 
No one else spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
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Commissioner Hodge inquired if the property had frontage on William Blount Drive and 
wanted to verify that if the property was rezoned to Commercial that any commercial use 
would be allowed not just a car lot. Mr. Fields stated that the property did not have frontage 
on William Blount Drive.  A list of commercial uses is available in the zoning regulations. 
 
The rezoning and surrounding parcels were discussed. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County Commission 
with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Roll call vote 
was taken: 
 
Commissioner Caldwell - No 
Commissioner Caylor - Absent 
Commissioner French - No 
Commissioner Brad Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Geneva Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Hodge - No 

Commissioner Kirby - Yes 
Commissioner McClellan – No 
Commissioner Roddy - No 
Commissioner Stucky - Yes 
Commissioner Walker - Yes 
Commissioner Wright - Yes 

 
Motion to forward the rezoning request with a favorable recommendation was approved with 
6 yes, 5 no, and 1 absent.  
 

Rezoning Request at corner of Wears Valley Road and Cedar Creek Road: 
 
Owners requested to rezone the property near the intersection of Wears Valley Road to C- 
Commercial from Rural District 1 (R-1 zone), identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00. This 
property is currently located between commercially zoned property and an existing 
grandfathered campground. The owner of this property also owns the property at 205 Wears 
Valley Road, identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 012.02, which currently houses a tubing 
business. This request is consistent with the zoning and use of the properties that are 
located in that immediate area.  
The property owner has a plat to combine the parcel in question with the lot at 205 Wears 
Valley Road in order for the lot in question to have access onto Wears Valley Road.  The 
combination of these parcels would allow Parcel 011.00 to have the frontage on an arterial 
status road (Wears Valley Road), which is better suited to handle commercial traffic. The 
plat has not been approved at this time.  
 
A small portion of this parcel that extends across Cedar Creek Road lies on the bank of the 
Little River. This portion of the lot was not been included in the staff memo because it is not 
suitable for development.  
 
No one spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
HEARINGS:
 

   



3 

 

Preliminary and Final Plats – Minor Subdivisions:   
 
Revised Robert Hearon Property off of Murphy Road by Bob Hearon, 3 lots: 2 with 
frontage along the county road and 1 to be served exclusively by a common driveway 
easement: 
 
The Robert Hearon Plat was approved as a revised preliminary plat at the December 2012 
special called meeting. At that time the plat consisted of four lots, 2 with road frontage and 
two to be served exclusively by a common driveway easement. Prior to that, the Concept 
Plan was presented to the planning commission at the September 2012 regular meeting as 
a 7 lot subdivision of the Raymond Beasley Property. 

 
The Robert Hearon Property is now a proposed 3 lot subdivision containing 5.2 acres off 
Murphy Road. A portion of the property containing the floodplain has been added to a 
neighbors parcel and is no longer part of this proposed subdivision. (Staff memo was sent to 
members for review prior to the meeting.) 

 
Lots 1 and 3 have road frontage along the county road and Lot 2 is to be served exclusively 
by a 25 foot common driveway easement across the flag stem of Lot 3. There is an existing 
home on Lot 1. This parcel is in the R-1 zone and all of the lots meet the minimum lot size 
requirements.  
 
No construction activity is required for final plat approval. Any future driveway construction 
shall be the responsibility of the owner. While an erosion control plan is not required, erosion 
control measures should be employed during driveway construction. The owner shall 
contact the highway department prior to construction of a new driveway access along 
Murphy Road. 
 
Outstanding items to be completed

 
: 

1. Copy of modified Maintenance Agreement to be supplied to staff prior to releasing 
the final plat. 

2. Signature plats with all certifications including water and electric utilities. 

3. $20. 00 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Kirby.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Amended Road Plat for Joe Pye Lane. A private Road in Singing Brook Subdivision 
owned by the Singing Brook Conservancy: 
 
The Singing Brook Subdivision was approved as a 15 lot subdivision with open space and a 
one way private gravel road to serve all of the lots in 2005. In 2010, the Singing Brook 
Cottages Subdivision was approved by the planning commission adding 7 more lots. From 
the original final plat in 2005 and the later in 2010 the private gravel road was paved by the 
owners. In order to confirm the road was build to county standards for a private paved road; 
planning staff requested a study of the road be presented by the owners. Upon completion 
of the road report, the County Engineering Department confirmed the road had been 
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constructed to meet the standards of a paved private roadway and the final plat for the 
Singing Brook Cottages was approved allowing the additional 7 lots to be recorded. 

 
The owners have acquired an adjacent parcel owned by the David Long Trustee and the 
intent is to add two tracts with the remainder of the David Long trustee property to have 
access along Joe Pye Lane.  In order to add the new lots, the Singing Brook Conservancy is 
widening the private road right-of-way along a section of Joe Pye Lane.  
 
The Singing Brook Conservancy wants to add large lots off of the neighboring tract to be 
included into the private road subdivision. The status of the private road and condition of the 
roadway meet the requirements for further subdivision. West Millers Cove Road meets the 
standards for the additional tracts. Any additional tracts off of Joe Pye Lane shall be jointly 
responsible for the maintenance of the private road or be a part of the same maintenance 
regime as determined by the owners.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats with all certifications. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
completion of all certifications; seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
 
Beall Property, Tract 2 and 4 by David Long, Trustee: 2 large tracts and a remainder 
greater than 5 acres off of Joe Pye Lane (private road).  
 
The proposed Beall Property off of Joe Pye Lane contains 2 large tracts with a total of 19.5 
acres and a remainder greater than five acres. Tract 2 will have road frontage alone the 
private road right-of-way of Joe Pye Lane. Tract 4 is to be served by a 25’ driveway 
easement across the remainder of the David Long Trustee property.  

 
The regulations state that a one-lot subdivision with an easement does not require the 
easement to be improved; therefore the driveway to Tract 4 does not need to be constructed 
for final plat consideration.  

 
The proposed preliminary and final plat was reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for 
large tracts along an existing private road easement with public water, electric and individual 
septic systems.  

 

 
Outstanding items to be completed: 

1. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to staff 
recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
Walker Property (re-plat) off Rudd Hollow Road by Dan Walker: 3 lots with county 
road frontage: 
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The Walker Property is a proposed 3 lot re-plat containing 16.4 acres along Rudd Hollow 
Road and Lizzie Lane. The parcel is in the R-1 zone and none of the parcel is located in a 
floodplain.  All three of the lots have county road frontage and adequate sight distance. 
Tract 3 is being made larger with a portion of both Tracts 1 and 2. 

 
The proposed subdivision has been reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for small 
lots with public water, electric and individual septic systems.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats, including water and electric, and a $20.00 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Wright.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Miscellaneous Items:   

 
Charles Lunsford Property by Charles Lunsford off Calderwood Highway.         2 Lots 
with Road Frontage along Calderwood Highway.  Variance Request for lots in the 
floodplain: 
 
The Lunsford property is a 1.6 acre parcel located along Calderwood Highway (Hwy. 129) 
and currently has two residential structures located on the property.  
 
The owner would like to subdivide the parcel in order to separate the two homes onto two 
separate lots. According to the FEMA flood map, the entire parcel is located within the 100 
year flood plain.  In order to do divide the owner is requesting the following variances to be 
granted: 

 

• Variance request to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for lot 2 from 
30,000 square feet to 26,250 square feet. 

• Variance request to the subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a 
buildable area outside of the floodplain. 

• Variance to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, from 150 feet to 142 feet for Lot 
1 and 99 feet for Lot 2. 

According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Mr. Ferguson has discussed the situation with staff, and agreed in principle that subdivision 
that did not result in any net detriment to the property would be acceptable subject to 
approval of the Planning Commission.  

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the front setback and dedication of right-of –way off of 
Calderwood Highway. 
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3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

4. The owner is responsible for contacting TDOT for any additional driveway 
connections. 

 
Commissioner McClellan wanted to verify that the flood information will be on the plat. Staff 
stated that a note will be added indicating that the entire area is in the floodplain. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the variances to minimum lot size, the 
subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a buildable area outside of the 
floodplain, and to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, with an addition of a floodplain 
statement to the plat and a note indicating that if the current buildings are removed any new 
structures must meet current FEMA regulations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
Shultz Property off Boat Gunnel Road by Randy Shultz. 3 lots, 2 lots served 
exclusively off of a 25’ common driveway easement. Variance Request to minimum lot 
size: 
 
This property is a 2.6 acre parcel and currently has three residential structures located on 
the property. The owner wishes to subdivide the parcel to separate the two homes on Lot 1 
onto two separate lots. Lot 1 is a flag lot and a 25 driveway easement serves Lot 2.  
 
This proposal would add a second lot to be served exclusively off of the easement. This 
meets with the common driveway requirements and the condition of the existing driveway is 
satisfactory with no additional improvements necessary to meet the intent of the regulations.  

 
The owner is requesting a variance to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for 
the two new lots created from Lot 1, 30,000 square feet to approximately 20,000 square feet 
for the smaller lot and approximately 37,000 square feet for the larger. 
 
According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Staff notes precedent in granting variances to allow the subdivision of lots with assumption 
that this would accommodate an existing constructed situation.  To insure full disclosure of 
lot situation, approval could be with condition that the plat include Environmental 
Department certification of reserve septic capability for the two new lots and any easements 
noted on the plat for septic that crosses the new property line. 

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the proposed division. 

3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the variance request subject to completion 
of the outstanding items, seconded by Commissioner Geneva Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING: 
 

  

Proposed Plan Rural Resort District:  This proposal is already in process in the County 
Commission and a public hearing has been set for March 21, 2013.  The State Statutes 
requires that the Planning Commission make a recommendation before the County 
Commission can vote on final approval of the amendment resolution.  Staff memo and a 
copy of the resolution were given to members for review prior to the meeting. 
 
The proposed amendment is for a resort type of overall low to moderate density 
development, and may be considered as consistent with preserving rural character, in the 
context of a gateway to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
 
One issue concerns the road infrastructure. West Millers Cove Road may be considered 
adequate for higher order development but at present is classified as a local road. (Most of 
the plans refer to a context of a collector status road.) The Blount County Major Road Plan 
may need to be amended to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as collector status for 
consistency between plans and proposal. Consideration for the collector status road for 
West Millers Cove Road would be from Highway 321 (East Lamar Alexander Parkway) to 
Mountain Homes Subdivision property line.  
 
Staff recommended consideration of the resolution and recommendation to County 
Commission and to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as a collector status road.  
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to set a public hearing for April 4 at 5:30 P.M. for 
consideration to reclassify West Millers Cove Road from a local road to a collector status 
road; seconded by Commissioner Walker.  Motion received unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to forward the resolution as written (amending the 
Zoning Regulations by adding a new Planned Rural Resort District) to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Wright. Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
STAFF REPORTS:
 

    

Staff verified that members agreed to have training after the regular meetings. Training is 
tentative scheduled to follow the next meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned. 

   

 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary  



 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the 
Blount County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, being Resolution 
00-06-010, and specifically the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY 
TENNESSEE, from R-1 (Rural District 1) to C (Commercial) for the  property 
located on Cedar Creek Road, The property is identified on Tax Map 097 and 
Parcel 011.00, and is shown hatched on the map below. 

    
Copies of the Resolutions may be obtained at the offices of the Blount County Building 
Commissioner and Secretary to the County Commission, during regular office hours. 
Blount County does not discriminate based on race, color or national origin in federal or 
state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
200d).  
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
Jerome Moon ______    Roy Crawford, Jr._________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Ed Mitchell  _______ 
County Mayor 

 

 



RESOLUTION No.  13-05-005         
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 
228 Keith Road, being Tax Map 056, Parcel 171.00. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in 
session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to 
adopt and amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code 
Annotated Section 13-7-101, et seq., and    
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-
010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT 
TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, ET SEQ., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following: 
 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from 
S-Suburbanizing to C-Commercial for the property located at 228 Keith Road, being Tax 
Map 056, Parcel 171.00, shown hatched on the following map.  
 

   
   



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN 
FORCE AND BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC 
WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
___________________________   _______________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:      ______ 
 
__________________________   _______________________ 
County Mayor      Date 
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 Blount County 
Building 
Commissioner 

Memo 
To: Blount County Planning Commission 

From: Building Commissioner 

CC: Other commission members and staff 

Date: 2/20/2013 

Re:

Background: 

 Rezoning Request at 228 Keith Road.  

 This rezoning request is for the property at 228 Keith Road to be rezoned from S-
suburbanizing to C-commercial. The property is identified on tax map 056, parcel 171.00, and 
is approximately 1 acre in size.  

 This property is located in an area of other commercially zoned properties along 
William Blount Drive. Rezoning would be contiguous with the commercial zone in that 
immediate area and would be consistent with our zoning map. Two of the five properties 
located on Keith Road are already zoned C-commercial and this property has the closest 
access to William Blount Drive. Directly across the street from this property is a commercially 
zoned property that currently houses a self storage business.  

 Keith Road is a short dead end road that ranges from thirty feet in width to seventeen 
feet in width at the entrance to the self storage business. The driveway to this property is 
approximately two hundred feet from William Blount Drive, but the property corner is 
approximately seventy feet from William Blount Drive.  

 This property is currently taxed as residential and has a vacant home on it. The property 
owner has stored several cars on this property while construction is being done at the site of 
his used car lot. He has assured me that he is not conducting business there, but only using it 
for temporary storage and will be removing them once the construction is done. The property 
in question is shown hatched on the following map.  
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BLOUNT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR SESSION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2013 
5:30 P.M. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, February 28, 
2013, at the Courthouse. Staff was represented by: John Lamb - Director of Planning; Doug 
Hancock - Senior Planner; Roger Fields - Building Commissioner; Jeff Hatcher – Highway 
Department; and Administrative Assistant, Marlene Hodge.   
 
Commissioners Present:  David Caldwell – Vice Chairman, Ron French, Brad Harrison, 
Geneva Harrison, Tom Hodge, Gerald Kirby, Bruce McClellan, Jerry Roddy, Ed Stucky – 
Chairman, Clifford Walker, and Gordon Wright. Commissioner Absent:  Mike Caylor. 
 
The minutes for the January 24, 2013, regular monthly meeting were approved. Minutes 
were given to members for review prior to the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 

   

Rezoning Request Suburbanizing (S zone) to Commercial (C zone) at 228 Keith Road: 
 
The owner requested the property to be rezoned from S-suburbanizing to C-commercial. 
This property is identified on Tax Map 056, Parcel 171.00, and is approximately one acre in 
size.  The property is located in an area of other commercially zoned properties along 
William Blount Drive. Rezoning would be contiguous with the commercial zone in that 
immediate area and would be consistent with the zoning map. Two of the five properties 
located on Keith Road are already zoned C-commercial.  
 
Keith Road is a short dead end road that ranges from thirty feet in width to seventeen feet in 
width.  The driveway to this property is approximately two hundred feet from William Blount 
Drive, but the property corner is approximately seventy feet from William Blount Drive. 
 
This property is currently taxed as residential and has a vacant home on it. The property 
owner has stored several cars on this property while construction is being done at the site of 
his used car lot. He assured Roger Fields that he is not conducting business there, but only 
using it for temporary storage and will be removing them once the construction is done.  
 
County Commissioner Holden Lail spoke for two constituents regarding the rezoning, one 
for and one against the rezoning as well as a personal interest since the family farm 
surrounds the property.  Mr. Lail and family members, Allen Lail and Brent Lail, are opposed 
to the rezoning.  
 
Shannon Cheshire, Roland Zehendner, and Betty Maynard also spoke against the rezoning.  
 
Those opposed of the rezoning did not want a car lot in that area and had concerns 
regarding the increase in traffic, the potential of more crime on that property and to 
surrounding properties, and would like to keep the area as is.  
 
No one else spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
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Commissioner Hodge inquired if the property had frontage on William Blount Drive and 
wanted to verify that if the property was rezoned to Commercial that any commercial use 
would be allowed not just a car lot. Mr. Fields stated that the property did not have frontage 
on William Blount Drive.  A list of commercial uses is available in the zoning regulations. 
 
The rezoning and surrounding parcels were discussed. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County Commission 
with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Roll call vote 
was taken: 
 
Commissioner Caldwell - No 
Commissioner Caylor - Absent 
Commissioner French - No 
Commissioner Brad Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Geneva Harrison - Yes 
Commissioner Hodge - No 

Commissioner Kirby - Yes 
Commissioner McClellan – No 
Commissioner Roddy - No 
Commissioner Stucky - Yes 
Commissioner Walker - Yes 
Commissioner Wright - Yes 

 
Motion to forward the rezoning request with a favorable recommendation was approved with 
6 yes, 5 no, and 1 absent.  
 

Rezoning Request at corner of Wears Valley Road and Cedar Creek Road: 
 
Owners requested to rezone the property near the intersection of Wears Valley Road to C- 
Commercial from Rural District 1 (R-1 zone), identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 011.00. This 
property is currently located between commercially zoned property and an existing 
grandfathered campground. The owner of this property also owns the property at 205 Wears 
Valley Road, identified on Tax Map 097, Parcel 012.02, which currently houses a tubing 
business. This request is consistent with the zoning and use of the properties that are 
located in that immediate area.  
The property owner has a plat to combine the parcel in question with the lot at 205 Wears 
Valley Road in order for the lot in question to have access onto Wears Valley Road.  The 
combination of these parcels would allow Parcel 011.00 to have the frontage on an arterial 
status road (Wears Valley Road), which is better suited to handle commercial traffic. The 
plat has not been approved at this time.  
 
A small portion of this parcel that extends across Cedar Creek Road lies on the bank of the 
Little River. This portion of the lot was not been included in the staff memo because it is not 
suitable for development.  
 
No one spoke and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to send the rezoning request to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
 
 
HEARINGS:
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Preliminary and Final Plats – Minor Subdivisions:   
 
Revised Robert Hearon Property off of Murphy Road by Bob Hearon, 3 lots: 2 with 
frontage along the county road and 1 to be served exclusively by a common driveway 
easement: 
 
The Robert Hearon Plat was approved as a revised preliminary plat at the December 2012 
special called meeting. At that time the plat consisted of four lots, 2 with road frontage and 
two to be served exclusively by a common driveway easement. Prior to that, the Concept 
Plan was presented to the planning commission at the September 2012 regular meeting as 
a 7 lot subdivision of the Raymond Beasley Property. 

 
The Robert Hearon Property is now a proposed 3 lot subdivision containing 5.2 acres off 
Murphy Road. A portion of the property containing the floodplain has been added to a 
neighbors parcel and is no longer part of this proposed subdivision. (Staff memo was sent to 
members for review prior to the meeting.) 

 
Lots 1 and 3 have road frontage along the county road and Lot 2 is to be served exclusively 
by a 25 foot common driveway easement across the flag stem of Lot 3. There is an existing 
home on Lot 1. This parcel is in the R-1 zone and all of the lots meet the minimum lot size 
requirements.  
 
No construction activity is required for final plat approval. Any future driveway construction 
shall be the responsibility of the owner. While an erosion control plan is not required, erosion 
control measures should be employed during driveway construction. The owner shall 
contact the highway department prior to construction of a new driveway access along 
Murphy Road. 
 
Outstanding items to be completed

 
: 

1. Copy of modified Maintenance Agreement to be supplied to staff prior to releasing 
the final plat. 

2. Signature plats with all certifications including water and electric utilities. 

3. $20. 00 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Kirby.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Amended Road Plat for Joe Pye Lane. A private Road in Singing Brook Subdivision 
owned by the Singing Brook Conservancy: 
 
The Singing Brook Subdivision was approved as a 15 lot subdivision with open space and a 
one way private gravel road to serve all of the lots in 2005. In 2010, the Singing Brook 
Cottages Subdivision was approved by the planning commission adding 7 more lots. From 
the original final plat in 2005 and the later in 2010 the private gravel road was paved by the 
owners. In order to confirm the road was build to county standards for a private paved road; 
planning staff requested a study of the road be presented by the owners. Upon completion 
of the road report, the County Engineering Department confirmed the road had been 
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constructed to meet the standards of a paved private roadway and the final plat for the 
Singing Brook Cottages was approved allowing the additional 7 lots to be recorded. 

 
The owners have acquired an adjacent parcel owned by the David Long Trustee and the 
intent is to add two tracts with the remainder of the David Long trustee property to have 
access along Joe Pye Lane.  In order to add the new lots, the Singing Brook Conservancy is 
widening the private road right-of-way along a section of Joe Pye Lane.  
 
The Singing Brook Conservancy wants to add large lots off of the neighboring tract to be 
included into the private road subdivision. The status of the private road and condition of the 
roadway meet the requirements for further subdivision. West Millers Cove Road meets the 
standards for the additional tracts. Any additional tracts off of Joe Pye Lane shall be jointly 
responsible for the maintenance of the private road or be a part of the same maintenance 
regime as determined by the owners.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats with all certifications. 
 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
completion of all certifications; seconded by Commissioner Brad Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
 
Beall Property, Tract 2 and 4 by David Long, Trustee: 2 large tracts and a remainder 
greater than 5 acres off of Joe Pye Lane (private road).  
 
The proposed Beall Property off of Joe Pye Lane contains 2 large tracts with a total of 19.5 
acres and a remainder greater than five acres. Tract 2 will have road frontage alone the 
private road right-of-way of Joe Pye Lane. Tract 4 is to be served by a 25’ driveway 
easement across the remainder of the David Long Trustee property.  

 
The regulations state that a one-lot subdivision with an easement does not require the 
easement to be improved; therefore the driveway to Tract 4 does not need to be constructed 
for final plat consideration.  

 
The proposed preliminary and final plat was reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for 
large tracts along an existing private road easement with public water, electric and individual 
septic systems.  

 

 
Outstanding items to be completed: 

1. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to staff 
recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
Walker Property (re-plat) off Rudd Hollow Road by Dan Walker: 3 lots with county 
road frontage: 
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The Walker Property is a proposed 3 lot re-plat containing 16.4 acres along Rudd Hollow 
Road and Lizzie Lane. The parcel is in the R-1 zone and none of the parcel is located in a 
floodplain.  All three of the lots have county road frontage and adequate sight distance. 
Tract 3 is being made larger with a portion of both Tracts 1 and 2. 

 
The proposed subdivision has been reviewed inclusive of subdivision regulations for small 
lots with public water, electric and individual septic systems.  
 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Signature plats, including water and electric, and a $20.00 per lot platting fee. 
 

Commissioner McClellan made a motion to approve the preliminary and final plat subject to 
staff recommendations; seconded by Commissioner Wright.  Motion received unanimous 
approval. 
 
Miscellaneous Items:   

 
Charles Lunsford Property by Charles Lunsford off Calderwood Highway.         2 Lots 
with Road Frontage along Calderwood Highway.  Variance Request for lots in the 
floodplain: 
 
The Lunsford property is a 1.6 acre parcel located along Calderwood Highway (Hwy. 129) 
and currently has two residential structures located on the property.  
 
The owner would like to subdivide the parcel in order to separate the two homes onto two 
separate lots. According to the FEMA flood map, the entire parcel is located within the 100 
year flood plain.  In order to do divide the owner is requesting the following variances to be 
granted: 

 

• Variance request to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for lot 2 from 
30,000 square feet to 26,250 square feet. 

• Variance request to the subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a 
buildable area outside of the floodplain. 

• Variance to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, from 150 feet to 142 feet for Lot 
1 and 99 feet for Lot 2. 

According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Mr. Ferguson has discussed the situation with staff, and agreed in principle that subdivision 
that did not result in any net detriment to the property would be acceptable subject to 
approval of the Planning Commission.  

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the front setback and dedication of right-of –way off of 
Calderwood Highway. 
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3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

4. The owner is responsible for contacting TDOT for any additional driveway 
connections. 

 
Commissioner McClellan wanted to verify that the flood information will be on the plat. Staff 
stated that a note will be added indicating that the entire area is in the floodplain. 
 
Commissioner Kirby made a motion to approve the variances to minimum lot size, the 
subdivision regulations that requires all lots to have a buildable area outside of the 
floodplain, and to minimum frontage along a minor arterial, with an addition of a floodplain 
statement to the plat and a note indicating that if the current buildings are removed any new 
structures must meet current FEMA regulations; seconded by Commissioner Roddy.  Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
Shultz Property off Boat Gunnel Road by Randy Shultz. 3 lots, 2 lots served 
exclusively off of a 25’ common driveway easement. Variance Request to minimum lot 
size: 
 
This property is a 2.6 acre parcel and currently has three residential structures located on 
the property. The owner wishes to subdivide the parcel to separate the two homes on Lot 1 
onto two separate lots. Lot 1 is a flag lot and a 25 driveway easement serves Lot 2.  
 
This proposal would add a second lot to be served exclusively off of the easement. This 
meets with the common driveway requirements and the condition of the existing driveway is 
satisfactory with no additional improvements necessary to meet the intent of the regulations.  

 
The owner is requesting a variance to the Subdivision Regulations for minimum lot size for 
the two new lots created from Lot 1, 30,000 square feet to approximately 20,000 square feet 
for the smaller lot and approximately 37,000 square feet for the larger. 
 
According to the Building Commissioner there are no variances required from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals per this request.  
 
Staff notes precedent in granting variances to allow the subdivision of lots with assumption 
that this would accommodate an existing constructed situation.  To insure full disclosure of 
lot situation, approval could be with condition that the plat include Environmental 
Department certification of reserve septic capability for the two new lots and any easements 
noted on the plat for septic that crosses the new property line. 

 
Outstanding items to be completed
 

: 

1. Consideration of Variance requests. 

2. An updated plat showing the proposed division. 

3. Signature plats and a $20 per lot platting fee. 

 
Commissioner Wright made a motion to approve the variance request subject to completion 
of the outstanding items, seconded by Commissioner Geneva Harrison.  Motion received 
unanimous approval. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING: 
 

  

Proposed Plan Rural Resort District:  This proposal is already in process in the County 
Commission and a public hearing has been set for March 21, 2013.  The State Statutes 
requires that the Planning Commission make a recommendation before the County 
Commission can vote on final approval of the amendment resolution.  Staff memo and a 
copy of the resolution were given to members for review prior to the meeting. 
 
The proposed amendment is for a resort type of overall low to moderate density 
development, and may be considered as consistent with preserving rural character, in the 
context of a gateway to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
 
One issue concerns the road infrastructure. West Millers Cove Road may be considered 
adequate for higher order development but at present is classified as a local road. (Most of 
the plans refer to a context of a collector status road.) The Blount County Major Road Plan 
may need to be amended to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as collector status for 
consistency between plans and proposal. Consideration for the collector status road for 
West Millers Cove Road would be from Highway 321 (East Lamar Alexander Parkway) to 
Mountain Homes Subdivision property line.  
 
Staff recommended consideration of the resolution and recommendation to County 
Commission and to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as a collector status road.  
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to set a public hearing for April 4 at 5:30 P.M. for 
consideration to reclassify West Millers Cove Road from a local road to a collector status 
road; seconded by Commissioner Walker.  Motion received unanimous approval. 
 
Commissioner Hodge made a motion to forward the resolution as written (amending the 
Zoning Regulations by adding a new Planned Rural Resort District) to the County 
Commission with a favorable recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Wright. Motion 
received unanimous approval. 
 
STAFF REPORTS:
 

    

Staff verified that members agreed to have training after the regular meetings. Training is 
tentative scheduled to follow the next meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned. 

   

 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary  



 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the 
Blount County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, Tennessee, being Resolution 
00-06-010, and specifically the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY 
TENNESSEE, from S (Suburbanizing) to C (Commercial) for the  property located 
at 228 Keith Road, The property is identified as part of Tax Map 056 and Parcel 
171.00, and is shown hatched on the map below. 

 

   
 
Copies of the Resolutions may be obtained at the offices of the Blount County Building 
Commissioner and Secretary to the County Commission, during regular office hours. 
Blount County does not discriminate based on race, color or national origin in federal or 
state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
200d).  
 
APPROVED:      ATTEST: 
 
Jerome Moon ______    Roy Crawford, Jr._________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Ed Mitchell  _______ 
County Mayor 

 



RESOLUTION No. 13-05-007 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Gordon Wright and Gerald Kirby. 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, from 
R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for 
property owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy accessed off 
of West Millers Cove Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this 16th  day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations, including a zoning map, in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-
7-101, et seq., and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations, including the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in Resolution 00-06-010 A 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13-7-
101, et seq., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED, and  
 
WHEREAS, property owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy in West 
Millers Cove meets criteria as a planned rural resort in conformity with standards set forth in the 
Planned Rural Resort District, and  
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee in conformity 
with purposes set forth in the Planned Rural Resort District. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  

 
That the Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning land from R-1-
Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for parcels 
owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy, and associated road right-of-
way, accessed off West Millers Cove Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane, as described 
following: 
 
West Millers Cove Road right-of-way from western most corner of Tax Map 094(082) parcel 
067.02 to eastern most corner of Tax Map 082 parcel 066.00, and including the following 
parcels identified by Tax Map(Control Map) - parcel number – address:  094(082) - 067.02 - 
1471 W. Millers Cove Road; 094(082) – 067.06 – W. Millers Cove Road; 094(082) – 067.27 – 
W. Millers Cove Road: 094(082) – 067.03 - 1471 W. Millers Cove Road; 082 – 067.00 – W. 
Millers Cove Road and also accessed off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 002.00 - 319 321 
Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 003.00 – 316 318 Pawpaw Lane off Joe 
Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 004.00 – 312 314 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) 
– 005.00 – 308 310 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane ; 094A”A”(082A) – 006.00 – 300 302 
Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 007.00 – 304 306 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye 
Lane; 082 – part of 066.00 – W. Millers Cove Road, more particularly described as Tract 1 of 
Record Book 2344 page 246, less and except Record Book 2356 page 2393, containing 9.29 
acres more or less, and being in depth approximately 483 feet from and parallel to center line of 



West Millers Cove Road; in total all parcels containing 74 acres, more or less, and being shown 
on map following.   
 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
 
_____________________________            __________________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:       ______      
 
 
_____________________________   __________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
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Blount County Planning Department 
Blount County Courthouse – 327 Court Street 

Maryville,  TN  37804-5906 
Tel (865) 273-5750 – FAX (865) 273-5759 

e-mail – planning@blounttn.org 
on-line – www.blounttn.org/planning/ 

 

 
TO:  Blount County Commission 
 
FROM: John Lamb 
 
DATE: April 5, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Setting Public Hearing on Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy 

request for rezoning from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-
Planned Rural Resort District. 

 
The Blount County Planning Commission recommended amendment to the zoning regulations 
for a new Planned Rural Resort District at its February 28, 2013 regular meeting. The County 
Commission approved the amendment at its March 21, 2013 meeting.   Copy of the approved 
resolution is attached to this memo for reference. 
 
Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy have submitted an application and 
request rezoning of approximately 74 acres of land along West Millers Cove Road from R-1-
Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District.  In accordance 
with requirements of the Blount County Zoning Resolution, the Planning Commission will hold 
public hearing and consider action to recommend on this matter on April 25, 2013 at its regular 
meeting, and results will be reported to the County Commission prior to final vote on the matter.  
The land requested for rezoning is shown on map on the following page. 
 
The proposed rezoning meets the requirements and purposes of the new PRRD zone.  The 
property is accessed off of West Millers Cove Road as required, and is greater than the 40 acres 
minimum required for the zone.   The majority of the land is presently in the R-1 zone as 
required, with only about three acres, integral to the planned area, extending into the surrounding 
R-2 zone along Joe Pye Lane. The principals of Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook 
Conservancy are interrelated and form the basis of an agreement to apply for this rezoning, with 
the present resort related activities on land owned by both entities functionally related in a 
planned unit.  Note that much of the surrounding land was developed by the same or related 
partners, and is also related to the overall planned development of the larger surrounding area, 
but is under mixed ownership from past transfers and is more residential in nature and not 
included in this rezoning.  
 
The present use of the land is mixed and integrated as a resort area that pre-existed zoning in the 
County.  According to tax records, much of the area is in greenbelt agricultural use, and includes 

Think Quality  -  Think Future 
 

mailto:planning@blounttn.org
http://www.blounttn.org/planning/
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20 percent open space in formal conservation easement.  The larger area of related developments 
includes a mix of residential and commercial uses. The commercial uses within the rezoning area 
include restaurant and resort type accommodations, along with recreation facilities.  The overall 
character of the land developed by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy is of 
low to moderate density, mixed-use, resort themed development consistent with the purpose of 
the PRRD zone. The proposal is also consistent with adopted plans considered below. 
 

Area of Rezoning Request 
 
 

 
 
 

Context of “Blount County Policies Plan” 

The “Blount County Policies Plan” was revised and adopted in September 25, 2008. The Policies 
Plan provides general context for reviewing this proposal for rezoning.  The Plan provides five 
Guiding Policies as follows: 

1.  The rural, small town and natural character of the county should be preserved.  

2.   Land use and development should be managed and regulated in order to preserve 
the quality of our growing county.  
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3.   The guiding policy in any government actions in relation to the use and 
development of land should be to limit regulations to specific public health, safety and 
welfare objectives balanced with responsible freedom in the use of land.  

4.  County roads should be improved and maintained to a level consistent with 
present development and expected future development.  

5.  Growth and development should be balanced with provision of adequate public 

infrastructure. 

The proposed rezoning is geared to resort type of low to moderate density development, and may 
be considered as consistent with preserving rural character in the context of a gateway to the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  As part of rural character, the Policies Plan also 
recognizes the importance of mixed use in a planned manner.  Of the five Guiding Policies, the 
two that may raise the most issues are numbers 4 and 5 concerning adequacy of infrastructure, 
particularly road infrastructure.   

West Millers Cove Road has been judged as adequate for major residential development, and 
shows a pavement width up to 20 feet.  Care should be taken to also consider the impact on roads 
of possible commercial development. The “Blount County Major Road Plan” was recently 
amended to reclassify West Millers Cove Road as Minor Collector status. 

Given the commercial aspects of the new zone, care should also be taken to insure adequate 
utilities, particularly water, in any future development plans for the zone.  The water supply for 
past development has proven to be adequate.  Since there is no public sewer in the area, the 
capacity of the soil to support any commercial uses should also be considered.  The soils for past 
related development have proven to be adequate. 

The area from Walland through Townsend is generally considered as a gateway to the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park.  The Policies Plan recognizes the importance of Townsend for 
tourism in the county.   

 
Context of “Conceptual Land Use Plan for Blount County” 
The “Conceptual Land Use Plan for Blount County” was adopted March 23, 2000, and was 
reviewed along with the Policies Plan in 2008 with conclusion that there was no pressing need 
for amendment.  The residential uses that are surrounding and related to the overall development 
of the proposed rezoning are consistent with the Land Use Plan.  Commercial uses are addressed 
directly in the Land Use Plan as follows: 

Although the cities are expected to contain the major concentration of high density 
commercial land use and activity in the county, other commercial activity already exists 
outside the cities and outside the area identified for the high density commercial land use 
category.  This type of commercial use is expected to grow in the future.  The Plan 
projects that medium to low density commercial activities will establish in other areas of 
the county along arterial roads and collector roads. 

In the context of rural areas, the Land Use Plan provides the following: 
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In deference to the predominantly residential nature of the area, only limited commercial 
activity is expected, particularly of medium to low density along arterial and collector 
status roads.   

However, concerning other land use considerations, the Land Use Plan provides the following: 

Mixed use and flexible clustering of development is accepted as a valid land use concept 
if planned for appropriately.  Thus, planned unit developments will be an accepted type 
of development. 

Taken together, low to moderate mixed commercial and residential development is accepted, 
with limitation based on quality of supporting road infrastructure.  West Millers Cove Road may 
be considered adequate for higher order development, and is classified as a Collector. 

 
Context of the Zoning Resolution 
Planned Unit Development is recognized as appropriate in the Zoning Resolution as follows: 

Section 7.3. Planned Unit Development. The purposes of these provisions for planned 
unit development are to allow flexibility in design of a large development, and to allow 
mixed use where such mixed use may be reasonably designed and integrated into a large 
development. 

The PRRD zone expands on this concept to identify and formalize a specific type of planned unit 
development with its own zone identity. 

The R-1 zone is referenced in the zoning regulations to identify permitted uses, special exception 
uses and special exception with specific limitation uses consistent with present R-1 zoning.  For 
context, the provisions for the R-1 zone are as follows: 

Section 9.2 R-1 – Rural District 1. It is the purpose and intent of this district to 
regulate rural development of expected moderate to low density within the county, 
consistent  with the overall purposes of this Resolution contained in Article 3, consistent 
with provisions in Public Chapter 1101 of 1998 (Tennessee Code Annotated Section 6-
58-101, et seq), and consistent with plans adopted by Blount County. 

A. Permitted Uses: one or two single family dwellings or manufactured home 
dwellings on a single lot, duplex dwellings, customary home occupations, group homes 
as provided in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 13-24-101, et seq; churches, temples 
and other places of worship, cemeteries associated with churches and other places of 
worship; local, state and federal government and utility uses necessary for providing 
services to land or population within the district; and accessory structures customarily 
associated with the above uses. 

B. Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions: multifamily dwellings including three or 
more of any dwelling units per lot (see also Section 7.6) and their associated sales or 
rental offices for the development, family commercial enterprises (see Section 7.10), 
nursing homes, retirement homes, sanitariums, assisted care living facilities, and resident 
facilities with special services, treatment, or supervision; day care facilities; commercial 
cemeteries not associated with a church or other place of worship; government and utility 
uses of a regional character necessary for providing service to the land and population 



5 
 

within a broader region including the district; sawmills and associated lumberyards; bed 
and breakfast accommodations; golf driving range; vacation cabin rental (see also section 
7.11); and accessory structures customarily associated with the above uses. 

C. Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions with Specific Limitations: Indoor Sport 
Shooting Range (Subject to provisions and requirements in Section 7.13); Outdoor Sport 
Shooting Range (Subject to provisions and requirements in Section 7.13); Convenience 
Stores with vehicle fuel sales, provided that any such convenience stores with vehicle 
fuel sales shall be located only with access and frontage on an arterial or collector status 
road as specified on the Major Road Plan of any regional planning commission within the 
county as registered with the Register of Deeds office, and provided that any such use 
shall be conducted on a lot or tract of at least one acre, that any such use shall be housed 
in a structure with footprint no greater than 4,000 square feet, and that buffering of the 
use from surrounding residential land shall be constructed and maintained. 

 
Context of the 1101 Growth Plan 
The 1101 Growth Plan was completed in 2001 and is the only plan adopted by the Blount 
County Commission.  State statutes require that all land use decisions be consistent with the 
plan, and this would include amendment of the zoning regulations text and amendment of the 
zoning map (rezoning).  The plan approved for Blount County is very general, and the only issue 
of concern in the present proposal is whether or not the proposal is consistent with the Rural 
Area limitation of low to moderate density development.  As noted above, the rezoning proposal, 
and the limitations inherent in the PRRD zone, meets the criteria of low to moderate density 
development.   
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RESOLUTION No. _______________ 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners ___________________and ______________________. 
 

 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, ADDING A NEW PLANNED RURAL RESORT DISTRICT. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in session 
assembled this _______________, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Tennessee has enabled Blount County to adopt and 
amend zoning regulations in Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 13-7-101, et seq., and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee adopted zoning 
regulations in Resolution 00-06-010 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ZONING IN BLOUNT 
COUNTY PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13-7-101, et seq., OF THE TENNESSEE CODE 
ANNOTATED, and  
 
WHEREAS, promoting and facilitating tourist related developments at the gateway to the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park (GSMNP) is important for the economy of Blount County, and  
 
WHEREAS, providing specific allowance and standards for tourist related resort facilities at the 
gateway to the GSMNP will facilitate proper and appropriate development in the rural area of the 
County, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, to adopt the following:  
 
That Article 8 Establishment of Districts be amended to list a new Planned Rural Resort 
District to read as follows: 
 

PRRD Planned Rural Resort District for low to medium density integrally planned 
mixed-use resort development 

 
That a new Section 9.11 be added to read as follows: 
 
Section 9.11 Planned Rural Resort District. In consideration of the substantial importance of 
tourism in the County, it is the intent of this district to allow low to moderate density mixed-use 
planned developments that combine resort type residential and recreational uses along with resort 
oriented accommodations and commercial uses in the rural gateway area to the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, consistent with the overall purposes of this Resolution contained in 
Article 3, consistent with provisions in Public Chapter 1101 of 1998 (Tennessee Code Annotated 
Section 6-58-101, et seq), and consistent with plans adopted by Blount County.  Resort oriented 
commercial uses includes production of resort-related food, beverage, and alcohol items for 
retail, agricultural, and wholesale trade. The rural gateway area to the Great Smoky Mountains 
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National Park is defined as that area past Walland Gap and extending toward Townsend and the 
entrance to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  For initial application, the area is limited 
to land adjacent to or directly accessible from West Millers Cove Road containing R-1 zoned 
land and any adjacent R-2 zoned land integral to a planned concept.  The minimum area for 
application of the zone shall be 40 acres under one concept for development, and shall be either 
under one ownership, under partnership, under lease or contract or agreement for integrated use 
and development.  This section does not amend the Zoning Map, nor zone, nor rezone any land 
to Planned Rural Resort District, but only identifies limits to location for any land that may in the 
future be zoned as such.  
 
A.  Permitted Uses:  
 

1. All permitted uses allowed in R-1 Rural District 1, as described in Section 9.2A.  

2. Within an overall mixed-use planned development, resort facilities and functions; 
restaurants, taverns and drinking establishments; hotels, motels, rooming and 
boarding houses, bed and breakfast and other similar uses; indoor and outdoor 
recreational facilities, including commercial guided activities, equestrian 
facilities, spa, gym and health club facilities; sales and rental of real estate and 
real estate development; and use of land and structures associated with resort-type 
facilities for the production of food, crafts, and beer, and for retail and wholesale 
trade.  Any mixed-use planned development within the zone shall include all the 
following: integrated resort accommodations, restaurant, recreational facilities, 
and defined open space of at least 20 percent of the zone as the core of the zone 
development.   

3. Working farm facilities and functions, which may be included in required 20 
percent open space. 

4. Agricultural, natural area uses, and farming activities, including breeding animals 
for consumption and for resale, production of food items from farm animals, 
harvesting farm animals for retail and wholesale trade industry purposes, which 
may be included in required 20 percent open space. 

B.  Uses permitted as special exception: Special exception uses identified in Section 9.2B for 
the R-1 Rural District 1.    
 
C.  Uses permitted as special exception with specific limitations: Special exception uses with 
specific limitations identified in Section 9.2C for the R-1 Rural District 1.  
 
D.  Uses Prohibited: All uses are prohibited except those uses permitted or permitted as 
special exception specifically above.  
 
E.  Uses Requiring Site Plan Review: All uses and customary accessory structures, except 
one or two single family or manufactured home dwelling on a single lot, duplex dwelling on 
separate lot, and customary accessory structures to such excepted uses. 
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F.  Minimum Lot Size and Density: Land within the zone may be divided into separate lots 
with mixed uses.  For residential structures as required in Section 9.2 for the R-1 Rural District 1 
zone, or greater as appropriate for previously R-2 zoned land on steep slopes.  For all other uses: 
all lots shall be adequately sized to accommodate necessary parking requirements, setbacks, 
buffering, and soils requirements for any required on site septic disposal.  A minimum of 20 
percent of the zone shall be set aside as open space exclusive of required setbacks. 
 
G.  Setback Requirements: All uses shall comply with the following setback requirements, 
except as otherwise provided for in Articles 3 and 5 for lots of record and nonconforming 
situations.  
 

1.  Front Setback: the minimum depth of the front building setback shall be 30 feet 
from any road right-of –way or easement line.   

2.  Rear Setback: the minimum building setback from the rear property line shall be 
20 feet for the principal structure, and five feet for any residential accessory structure.  

3.  Side Setback: the minimum building setback from the side property line shall be 
ten (10) feet, provided that the side setback shall be 20 feet for any non-residential use 
with a side property line abutting a residential use lot, or abutting a lot in the R-1 or R-2 
zones.  

4. Zone Boundary Setback:  the minimum building setback from the zone boundary 
shall be 40 feet for all but single family and duplex residential use structures. 

H.  Maximum Height of Structures: Unless otherwise explicitly allowed in other articles of 
this Section, all structures shall be no greater than 35 feet higher than the highest natural grade 
immediately adjacent to the structure.  
 
I.  Additional Site Plan Requirements: In addition to the site plan requirements in Section 
7.2, site plans for any commercial use permit under this Section shall be drawn by a qualified 
professional, and shall include front elevation of any proposed structure.  
 
J.  Additional design requirements: All site plans shall be accompanied by a stormwater 
drainage plan, if necessary, prepared by a qualified engineer, and shall address the need for 
detention, if necessary, and pollution control.  All non residential and non-agricultural uses 
permitted under this Section shall provide a vegetative landscape buffer, to be determined during 
site plan review, between the use/buildings on any commercial site, and any parcel or lot zoned 
other than Planned Rural Resort District. Such buffering shall apply to rear lot lines of the 
commercial site, and also to side lot lines behind the minimum front building setback lines, 
except where there is an immediately adjacent residential use that would require screening within 
the minimum front building setback line. All non-residential and non-agricultural uses permitted 
under this Section shall have a building elevation, along all fronting public roads, constructed of 
at least 50 percent nonmetal building materials, or shall be screened from view from all fronting 
public roads. All external lighting shall be directed away from or screened from land used or 
zoned for residential use, and away from any public right-of-way. Where noise is determined to 
be a probable off-site impact of a proposed use, a noise mitigation barrier of solid structure or 
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earth berm, in addition to vegetative buffer, shall be designed as part of the site plan and 
constructed.   
 
K.  Review on change of use.  
 

1.  For any change of use to special exception use under provisions for change of use 
requiring Board of Zoning Appeals approval, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall have 
permit and review authority under provisions of these regulations.  

2.  For other change of use, excluding change to uses allowed in Section 9.11.A, a 
permit application for zoning compliance shall be submitted, to be reviewed by the 
Building Commissioner for conformity to requirements for the zone and any previously 
approved site plan. The Building Commissioner shall require information on the 
application sufficient for determination of zoning compliance, and certification of zoning 
compliance in writing shall be considered as approval of the permit for change of use.  

3.  Notwithstanding subsection 2 above, upon determination by the Building 
Commissioner that a use will be of greater impact or will require new or changed site 
design elements upon change of use, the Building Commissioner shall require a new 
permit application and site plan to be reviewed by the Planning Commission as a new 
permit for that change of use.   

4.  All changes of use under this subsection shall require new permit application and 
charged fees as such. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
REQUIRING IT. 
 
 
 CERTIFICATION OF ACTION    ATTEST 
 
___________________________________   ______________________________ 

Commission Chairman     County Clerk 
 
Approved:  ______ 
 
Vetoed:       ______ _____________________________   __________________ 
    County Mayor    Date 
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Blount County Planning Department 

Blount County Courthouse – 327 Court Street 
Maryville,  TN  37804-5906 

Tel (865) 273-5750 – FAX (865) 273-5759 
e-mail – planning@blounttn.org 

on-line – www.blounttn.org/planning/ 
 

 
 
TO:  Blount County Commission 
 
FROM: John Lamb – Secretary, Blount County Planning Commission 
 
DATE: April 26, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Recommendation of Blount County Planning Commission on proposed rezoning 

resolution - A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF 
BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE, from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-
Rural District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for property owned 
by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy accessed off of 
West Millers Cove Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane. 

 
 
The Blount County Planning Commission at its April 25, 3013 regular meeting held public 
hearing, after required 10 days public notice in newspaper and posting on property, and 
considered the above subject captioned resolution for rezoning. No one spoke to the matter 
during the public hearing.  This is to certify that the Blount County Planning Commission acted 
to recommend for approval of the proposed resolution by unanimous vote of 10 yes, 0 no, with 2 
absent.   
 

Think Quality  -  Think Future 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with 
Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 5-5-105 and 13-7-105, 
the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will convene and hold public hearing on Tuesday, 
May 7, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., at the Blount County Courthouse 
Commission Meeting Room for the following proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Resolution of Blount County, 
Tennessee, being Resolution 00-06-010, and specifically the 
Zoning Map of Blount County, Tennessee.  A RESOLUTION 
TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural 
District 2 to PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for 
property owned by Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing 
Brook Conservancy accessed off of West Millers Cove 
Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane.  That the Zoning 
Map of Blount County, Tennessee, be amended by rezoning 
land from R-1-Rural District 1 and R-2-Rural District 2 to 
PRRD-Planned Rural Resort District for parcels owned by 
Blackberry Farm LLC and Singing Brook Conservancy, and 
associated road right-of-way, accessed off West Millers Cove 
Road, Joe Pye Lane and Pawpaw Lane, as described 
following.  West Millers Cove Road right-of-way from western 
most corner of Tax Map 094(082) parcel 067.02 to eastern 
most corner of Tax Map 082 parcel 066.00, and including the 
following parcels identified by Tax Map(Control Map) - parcel 
number – address:  094(082) - 067.02 - 1471 W. Millers Cove 
Road; 094(082) – 067.06 – W. Millers Cove Road; 094(082) – 
067.27 – W. Millers Cove Road: 094(082) – 067.03 - 1471 W. 
Millers Cove Road; 082 – 067.00 – W. Millers Cove Road and 
also accessed off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 002.00 - 
319 321 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A&B”A”(082A) – 
003.00 – 316 318 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 
094A”A”(082A) – 004.00 – 312 314 Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye 
Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 005.00 – 308 310 Pawpaw Lane off 
Joe Pye Lane ; 094A”A”(082A) – 006.00 – 300 302 Pawpaw 
Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 094A”A”(082A) – 007.00 – 304 306 
Pawpaw Lane off Joe Pye Lane; 082 – part of 066.00 – W. 
Millers Cove Road, more particularly described as Tract 1 of 
Record Book 2344 page 246, less and except Record Book 
2356 page 2393, containing 9.29 acres more or less, and 
being in depth approximately 483 feet from and parallel to 
center line of West Millers Cove Road; in total all parcels 
containing 74 acres, more or less, and being shown on map 
following.  

 
Copy of the Resolution may be obtained at the office of the 
Secretary to the County Commission at the Blount County 
Courthouse, Court Street, Maryville, Tennessee during regular 
office hours.   Blount County does not discriminate based on 
race, color or national origin in federal or state sponsored 
programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(42 U.S.C. 2000d). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPROVED:   ATTEST: 
 
 
Jerome Moon    Roy Crawford,Jr.  
Commission Chairman  County Clerk 
 
 
 
Ed Mitchell   
County Mayor 
 
 



 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-006 
 

SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONERS MIKE CAYLOR, TAB BURKHALTER, AND 
 MARK HASTY 

 
RESOLUTION TO INSTITUTE FEES FOR ITEMS ISSUED TO JAIL INMATES UPON 
ADMISSION TO THE BLOUNT COUNTY JAIL PURSUANT TO T.C.A. §41-4-142. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Blount County, Tennessee, in 
session assembled this 16th day of May, 2013: 
 
WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(a) authorizes any county to pass 
a resolution permitting the administrator of the county jail or workhouse to institute fees for 
items issued to inmates at the time of each new admission to the county jail or workhouse;  
and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(a), a resolution 
instituting fees for items issued to inmates at the time of each new admission to the county 
jail or workhouse must receive two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county legislative body in order to 
be adopted;  and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(a), the fees for items 
issued to inmates at the time of each new admission shall not exceed the actual cost of the 
issued items; and 
 
WHEREAS, the said fees are to be used to defray costs associated with obtaining and 
issuing items to inmates at the time of each new admission to the county jail or workhouse;  
and 
 
WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(c) permits the county to deduct 
these fees from the inmate’s trust account or any other account or fund established by or for 
the benefit of the inmate while incarcerated;  and 
 
WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(c) expressly forbids the denial of 
necessary clothing or hygiene items because of an inmate’s inability to pay the fee or costs;  
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Blount County Board of Commissioners is desirous to institute fees for 
items issued to inmates at the time of each new admission in an amount not to exceed the 
actual cost of the issued items and expressly bestow upon the administrator of the Blount 
County Jail the authority to institute such fees as permitted by Tennessee Code Annotated 
Section 41-4-142. 



 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Blount County Board of Commissioners, 
following the receipt of two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Blount County Board of Commissioners in 
favor of the adoption of this Resolution, that: 
 

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(a), 
the administrator of the Blount County Jail shall demand and receive fees for items issued to 
inmates at the time of each new admission in an amount not to exceed the actual cost of the 
issued items. 

 
2. Such fee shall be collected from each and every inmate at the time of each 

new admission to the Blount County Jail unless the inmate is expressly exempted from 
payment by Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(c) or other governing law. 

 
3. Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(c), the administrator 

of the Blount County Jail may deduct these fees from the inmate’s trust account or any other 
account or fund established by or for the benefit of the inmate while incarcerated. 

 
4. Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 41-4-142(c), no inmate shall 

be denied necessary clothing or hygiene items based on his or her inability to pay the fees 
for the issued items at the time of each new admission to the Blount County Jail. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BE IN FORCE AND 
BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON ITS ADOPTION, THE PUBLIC WELFARE REQUIRING IT. 
 
ADOPTED THIS 16th DAY OF MAY, 2013. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION    ATTEST 
 
 
 
_________________________________ ________________________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Approved: __________ 
Vetoed: __________ 
 
 
_________________________________ ______________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 13‐05‐008 

Mark Hasty, Jerome Moon, Peggy Lambert, and Mike Caylor  

A RESOLUTION TO PROTECT AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS; 

AND PROVIDING OTHER MATTERS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT 

 

WHEREAS, a government of, by, and for the people has long been a cherished American value and the 

foundation of our freedom; and We The People’s fundamental and inalienable right to self‐govern, and 

thereby secure rights to life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness is guaranteed in the U.S. 

Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, and;  

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution provides: "A well‐regulated militia 

being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be 

infringed." 

WHEREAS, the Ninth Amendment to the United States Constitution provides: "The enumeration in the 

Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the 

people." 

WHEREAS, the Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution provides: "The powers not 

delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 

States respectively, or to the people," and; 

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Constitution, Article I, Section 26 declares:  “That the citizens of this state 

have a right to keep and to bear arms for their common defense; but the Legislature shall have power, 

by law, to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to prevent crime.” and; 

WHEREAS, the citizens of  Blount County, Tennessee recognize their duty as law‐abiding citizens to act in 

accordance with the U.S. Constitution and the Tennessee  Constitution, and agree that the right to keep 

and bear arms shall not be infringed upon by any government or organization, political or otherwise. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BLOUNT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, as follows: 

Section 1. The citizens representatives, the Blount County Board of Commissioners hereby call upon our 

state legislators and elected officials to join with us in the affirmation of the rights of our citizens under 

the 2nd Amendment. 

 

Section 2.  All federal acts, laws, executive orders, agency orders, and rules or regulations of all kinds 

with the purpose, intent, or effect of confiscating any legally possessed  firearm, banning any firearm, 

limiting the size of a magazine or clip  for any firearm, imposing any limit on the ammunition that may 

be purchased for any firearm, excessive taxing of any firearm or ammunition therefore, or requiring the 



registration of any firearm or ammunition therefore, infringes upon Tennesseans’ right to bear arms in 

direct violation of the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and therefore, any 

such law is not made in pursuance of the Constitution, is not authorized by the Constitution, and thus, is 

not the supreme law of the land, and consequently, is invalid in the State of Tennessee and shall be 

further considered null and void and of no effect in this County. 

 

Section 3.  That all agencies of the Blount County, Tennessee are instructed to refuse requests or 

directives by federal agencies acting under unconstitutional powers enumerated in Section 2 above that 

would infringe upon our residents’ second, ninth, and tenth amendment rights, or other inalienable 

rights not here explicitly enumerated. 

 

Section 4.  The Blount County Board of Commissioners calls on other communities and jurisdictions to 

join with us in this action by passing similar Resolutions. 

 

Section 5.  That copies of this Resolution be immediately transmitted to the President of the United 

States; the President of the United States Senate; the Speaker of the House of Representatives; each 

member of Congress from the State of Tennessee; the justices of the United States Supreme Court; the 

Attorney General of the State of Tennessee; the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives of Tennessee’s legislature; each individual legislator that represents our district in the 

State of Tennessee; and the Sheriff of  Blount County, Tennessee. 

 

CERTIFICATION OF ACTION       ATTEST 

 

_________________________________  ________________________________ 

Commission Chairman        County Clerk 

 

 

 

Approved:__________ 

Vetoed: __________ 

 

_________________________________  ______________________ 

County Mayor          Date 



RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-009 

 

SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONERS SCOTT HELTON AND JEROME MOON 

RESOLUTION TO SET COMPENSATION OF SCHOOL BOARD 
MEMBERS OF BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-2-202 ,  The compensation of 
members of the county board shall be fixed by the county legislative body for their 
services when attending regular and special meetings and discharging the duties 
imposed by this title; provided, that the county trustee shall pay no voucher issued 
to members unless the voucher has been approved by the county mayor; and 
provided, further, that no member of any board shall receive less than four dollars 
($4.00) per day for the member's services ; and, 

WHEREAS, the county legislative body of  Blount  County recognizes that the 
members of the Blount County School Board  serve a critical role in the 
administration of the  Blount County School System; and, 

WHEREAS, the Blount County School Board is charged with significant duties as 
set forth in Tennessee Code Annotated 49-2-203; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Blount County Board of 
Commissioners , meeting this 16 day of  May , 2013, that: 

SECTION 1. The total compensation for each member of the Blount County 
School Board  is hereby fixed at Four Hundred dollars  ($400.00) per month. 

SECTION 2.  The school board  member’s compensation, as authorized by TCA 
Section 49-2-202, shall only be modified by a resolution of this County Legislative 
Body separate from any other funding resolution which is adopted pertaining to  
the Blount County Schools.  

SECTION 3. This resolution shall take effect upon adoption, the general welfare 
requiring it. 

 

Adopted this 16th day of May, 2013. 



 

CERTIFICATION OF ACTION    ATTEST 

 

 

 

_________________________________ ________________________________ 

Commission Chairman    County Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Approved: __________ 

Vetoed: __________ 

 

 

_________________________________ ______________________ 

County Mayor     Date 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-010 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Holden Lail and Scott Helton 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 02-02-004 ENTITLED 
“A RESOLUTION ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR THE UNINCORPORATED 

AREAS OF BLOUNT COUNTY PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF 
T.C.A. SECTIONS 5-1-118(c) AND 6-2-201(22)” 

 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 21, 2002, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount 

County, Tennessee, adopted Resolution No. 02-02-004 entitled “A Resolution Adopting 

Regulations for the Unincorporated Areas of Blount County Pursuant to the Authority of 

Tennessee Code Annotated Sections 5-1-118(c) and 6-2-201(22);” and 

 WHEREAS, on May 16, 2002, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 

Tennessee, amended said Resolution No. 02-02-004, by adopting Resolution No. 02-05-011, 

which amendment, among other things, added Regulations Nos. 46 and 47 thereto; and  

 WHEREAS, on October 17, 2002, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount 

County, Tennessee, amended said Resolution No. 02-02-004 by adopting Resolution No. 02-10-

011; and 

 WHEREAS, on September 20, 2007, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount 

County, Tennessee, adopted said Resolution No. 02-02-004 by the adopting of Resolution No. 

07-09-010; and 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is necessary and proper to amend said 

Resolution No. 02-02-004 by adding Regulation No. 48. 
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Regulation No. 48 
 

“No Solicitation on County Roadways” 

 1. It shall be unlawful to solicit money, funds or donations on any County roadway 

or right-of-way. 

 2. This Regulation is enacted for the purpose of protecting the health, safety, and 

welfare of the public and County citizens, insuring the free and safe passage of vehicular traffic 

on the streets and highways of the County. 

 3. A violation of this Regulation shall be punishable in the same manner as set forth 

in Resolution No. 02-02-004, Sections 3 and 4, as amended. 

 These Regulations shall take effect upon their adoption, the public welfare requiring it. 

 Adopted this 16th day of May, 2013. 

 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION    ATTEST 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Approved: __________ 
Vetoed: __________ 
 
 
_________________________________ ______________________ 
County Mayor     Date 
 









































RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-011 
 

Sponsored by Commissioners Jerome Moon, Mike Caylor, and Peggy Lambert 
 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING  
A CONTINUOUS FIVE (5) YEAR REAPPRAISAL CYCLE 

 
 WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated Section 67-5-1601 establishes a general six (6) 
year reappraisal for updating and equalizing property values for every county in Tennessee for 
property tax purposes, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a six (6) year reappraisal program consists of an on-site review of each 
parcel of real property over a five-year period followed by revaluation of all such property in the 
year following completion of the review period and includes a current value updating during the 
third year of the review cycle and sales ratio studies during the second and fifth years of the 
review cycle, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated Section 67-5-1601 provides that upon the 
submission of a plan by the assessor and upon approval of the State Board of Equalization, a 
reappraisal program may be completed by a continuous five (5) year cycle comprised of an on-
site review of each real property over a four (4) year period followed by revaluation of all such 
property in the year following completion of the review period, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the county legislative body of Blount County understands that by approving 
such a five (5) year reappraisal cycle, a sales ratio study will be conducted during the second 
year of the review cycle and the centrally assessed properties and commercial/industrial tangible 
personal property will be equalized by the sales ratio adopted by the State Board of Equalization; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the county legislative body of Blount 
County, meeting in regular session on this the 16th day of May, 2013, that: 
 
 PURSUANT to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 67-5-1601, reappraisal shall be 
accomplished in Blount County by a continuous five (5) year cycle beginning July 1, 2010, 
comprised of an on-site review of each parcel of real property over a four (4) year period 
followed by revaluation of all such property for tax year 2015. 
 
Adopted this 16th day of May, 2013. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTION   ATTEST 
 
 
___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Commission Chairman    County Clerk 
 
 
Approved:  ________ 
 
Vetoed:      ________    ____________________________  _______________________ 
              County Mayor    Date 
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AD HOC COMMITTEE TO STUDY LOST TAX REVENUES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2013 – 5:30 p.m. 

Room 315, Blount County Courthouse 
 

MINUTES 
 
Members Present: Tab Burkhalter, Richard Carver, Gordon Wright, and Tim Helton – Ex Officio 
 
Members Absent:  Mike Caylor and Ron French 
 
Others Present:  Jim Snyder, Tony Collins, Keith Ross, Gabe Looney, Janice McPhearson, and 

Rhonda Pitts  
 
Chairman Gordon Wright called the meeting to order.   
 
Roll Call 
The roll was taken by Rhonda Pitts, Deputy County Clerk/Commission Secretary.  
 
Public Input on Items on the Agenda 
Chairman Wright asked if there was any public input on items on the agenda. There was no response. 
 
Setting of Agenda 
Tab Burkhalter made a motion to move the old Boys/Girls Club Property at 241 Currie Avenue item 
to the first item on the agenda and to set the agenda, which was seconded by Rick Carver.  A voice 
vote was taken with Chairman Wright declaring the motion to have passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes of  October 25, 2011 Meeting  
Tab Burkhalter made a motion, which was seconded by Richard Carver, to approve the minutes of the 
October 25, 2011, Ad Hoc Committee to Study Lost Tax Revenues meeting.  A voice vote was taken 
with Chairman Wright declaring the motion to have passed. 
 
Old Boys/Girls Club Building at 241 Currie Avenue 
Tab Burkhalter made a motion to declare as surplus property parcel 37JF1.00 approximately 3.2 
Acres as defined by the map provided by the Blount County Property Assessor’s Office with a 
recommendation for the Purchasing Agent of Blount County to conduct public auction on the 
property pending approval of final survey once it is done.  Rick Carver seconded the motion. 
Tab Burkhalter explained the action taken by the County Commission regarding a master leasing 
policy to be created by the Allocation of Space Committee.  Mr. Burkhalter explained this item was 
discussed at the Allocation of Space Committee.  Mr. Burkhalter stated if this property were to be 
declared surplus it could be sold either by sealed bid or public auction.  The committee discussed the 
property lines and easements regarding the Animal Shelter, since the Animal Shelter is on the same 
property.  Rick Carver said the property had not been subdivided out and it needs to be subdivided.  
Rick Carver explained some of the plans of the Animal Center concerning the property regarding 
walking trails, a dog park, etc.  He said it is knowing where the property lines are and coming up with 
an agreement on that.  Tim Helton, Property Assessor, explained it is part of a 20 acre tract and it has 
the Animal Shelter on the tract.  Mr. Helton stated it would need to be surveyed and split before you 
could do anything with it.  Jim Snyder stated they were interested in having the field behind the 
building.  He said they are open to the walking track on both sides of the property.  It was also stated 
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they would be willing to pay for the survey pending if they were the purchaser of the property.  It was 
stated this could be part of the bid.  Jim Snyder stated they would be comfortable with the bid 
process. The committee discussed the mobile home on the property and the liability.  Tim Helton 
stated he thought the lines were drawn to follow the tree lines.  Rick Carver suggested a meeting with 
the Animal Shelter and Chilhowee Baptist.  Tim Helton stated the property would have to be 
surveyed. Tab Burkhalter explained the expenditure for the survey would have to be subject to the 
County Commission approval of declaring the property surplus and to have it divided off and this 
would be a conditional approval.  The committee discussed getting a survey of the property.  Tab 
Burkhalter asked if they wanted to recommend with a 12 ft. easement around the property edge for 
future County usage.  Tab Burkhalter stated this was an easement primarily for the dog walk.  Tab 
Burkhalter recommended the partitioning of parcel 37JF1.00 faced roughly along the lines that are on 
the survey map provided by the Blount County Property Assessor’s Office with a 12 ft. easement for 
County use along the Currie Avenue and the NW side of the property, pending approval of the survey 
as performed by the County Mayor’s Office.  Tab Burkhalter stated this would be taken out of fund 
balance. 
 
Tab Burkhalter  restated the first motion is to recommend to the full Commission to declare as surplus 
property parcel 37JF1.00 approximately 3.2 Acres as defined by the map provided by the Blount 
County Property Assessor’s Office with a recommendation for the Purchasing Agent of Blount 
County to conduct public auction on the property pending approval of final survey once it is done.  
Rick Carver seconded the motion. A voice vote was taken with Chairman Wright declaring the 
motion to have passed. 
 
Tab Burkhalter made a motion to authorize the Blount County Mayor to spend up to $4,000.00 from 
fund balance to have the whole tract of 37JF1.00 surveyed, and to cut out approximately 3.2 acres that 
includes the building of the Boys/Girls Club, so that it could be declared surplus property, and putting 
into that survey a 12 ft. easement for future walking trails that are to be used by the Animal Park and 
to recommend this to the Budget Committee.  Rick Carver seconded the motion.  A voice vote was 
taken with Chairman Wright declaring the motion to have passed. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
 Properties Owned by Blount County: 
  Report on 116 Parcels 
Gordon Wright informed the members the report is not complete and the County Mayor is working on 
this.  Chairman Wright stated legal review and issues have become an issue with some of these 
properties.  There was no action taken in this matter. 
 
  Recommendation on Unregistered Deeds and Surplus Property 
Tab Burkhalter made a motion to recommend that we have a formal request from the Commission to 
the Mayor to have a report to the Committee within 90 days, of all surplus property of the County so 
that we could declare it as surplus property and have it auctioned off and sold.   Chairman Wright 
informed the committee one of the reasons it is taking so long is some of the school property come 
under different categories and some of the parcels we were looking at belong to the Board of 
Education.  Chairman Wright said we could look at it if the Board of Education releases them back to 
the County. He explained there were other issues, too.   There was no action taken on this motion. 
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Tab Burkhalter made a motion to recommend to the full Commission that the current property that is 
occupied by the 5th Judicial Task Force be declared as surplus property and sold at public auction with 
a reserve being 90% fair market value as determined by the Property Assessor’s Office.  Tab 
Burkhalter recommended because of the confidentiality of the Drug Task Force still being there, that 
the location should not be disclosed or discussed by specific part and parcel and just leave off the 
location of the property and just put fair market value until they are out of that location.  Rick Carver 
seconded the motion. A voice vote was taken with Chairman Wright declaring the motion to have 
passed. 
 
 In Lieu of Taxes/Other 
  Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
Gordon Wright informed the committee he had written a letter to Jimmy Duncan and they had looked 
into it.  He said our allotment is approximately $234,000.00.  Chairman Wright stated he had heard 
back from them verbally and due to economic conditions, we are not going to get an increase. There 
was no action taken in this matter. 
 
 Local Sales Tax Revenue – Mayor’s report on Revenue Distribution 
There was no update concerning this matter. 
   
 Property Removed from Tax Rolls 
Gordon Wright reported this report is still pending.  There was no action concerning this matter. 
    
 Exempt/Non-profit Properties  
There was no update concerning this matter. 
 
 Streamline Sales Tax Act  
Tab Burkhalter reported Tennessee has chosen to put this off for another two years because the 
Federal Government may be forcing a nationwide sales tax policy on all of the states, where it will go 
to point of destination of product and not origin of sale.  Tab Burkhalter stated this will probably hurt 
Blount County.  He said this will have an effect on us, but we just don’t have any idea of what it is 
going to be.   There was no action taken in this matter. 
 
 Property Assessor’s Report Concerning Reclassifications 
The committee discussed the four classifications of properties.  Tab Burkhalter explained they wanted 
to look at the Greenbelts, so that they can look at two different classifications. Tim Helton stated that 
is state regulated.  There was no action taken in this matter. 
 
 Properties in the R-2 Districts 
Gordon Wright stated they have an ad hoc committee working on this and that has not been finalized. 
There was no action taken in this matter. 
 
 Greenways 
Tab Burkhalter made a motion to recommend to the Property Assessor that he approach the Budget 
Committee regarding the hiring of one additional Property Assessor for the Property Assessor’s 
Office, a deputy assessor, at a base salary of $32,000.00 plus benefits for the sole purpose of having 
greenways enforcement and inspection division, and that this committee issue a letter of 
recommendation and support to him on that endeavor.  Rick Carver seconded the motion.  A voice 
vote was taken, with Chairman Wright declaring the motion to have passed. 
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 Next Meeting 
The Committee agreed the Chairman would call the next meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee to Study 
Lost Tax Revenues. 
 
Public Input on Items Not on the Agenda 
There was no public input on Items not on the Agenda. 
 
Adjournment 
Tab Burkhalter made a motion, which was seconded by Rick Carver, to adjourn the meeting. A voice 
vote was taken with Chairman Wright declaring the meeting to be adjourned. The Ad Hoc Committee 
to Study Lost Tax Revenues meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m., April 30, 2013. 
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 Blount County 
Building Commission 

Memo 
To: Blount County Agenda Committee 

From: Building Commissioner 

CC: Other commission members 

Date: 5/3/2013 

Re: Setting a public hearing 

Background: 

 At the April 25, 2013 planning commission meeting, a motion was made 
and approved to forward a rezoning request onto the full commission for 
properties located at 4907 and 4911 Hwy 411 South. The planning commission 
sends this request with a recommendation to approve.  The request will require a 
public hearing and June 11, 2013 would be the next available date to hold a 
public hearing. I have attached a copy of the staff memo to the planning 
commission.  















 
 
 
 

Human Resources/Insurance Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday April 30, 2013 – 5:00 P.M. 

County Commission Room 
 

Committee Members Present: 

 
Holden Lail   Tonya Burchfield  Mike Lewis  Ron French 
Gary Farmer   Phyllis Crisp  Bill Dunlap 
Ed Mitchell   David Murrell  James Berrong  

 

Committee Members Absent:  none 

Others Present: 
 

   Don Stallions Randy Vineyard 
Jodie King   Megan White and Drew Mann with Trinity Benefits 
     
Minutes 

 
1.) Approval of April 16, 2013 minutes.  James Berrong made the motion, 
Mike Lewis second, all in favor. 
 
2.) The Committee was given information regarding employee comments on 
the proposed changes to the health plan.  No discussion. 
 
3.) Bill Dunlap made the motion to rescind the original proposal and start over 
with a new motion on the health plan and James Berrong second.  The motion is 
as follows: 
Deductible 500/1000 
A 4 tier employee contribution monthly: 
Employee Only  $25.00 
Employee + Spouse $150.00 
Employee + Child(ren) $125.00 
Family   $175.00 

A per spouse per month surcharge of $50.00 if the employee’s spouse 
works full time equivalent hours and has other coverage available through his/her 
own employer and chooses to enroll in the Blount County Plan. 

A per spouse per month surcharge of $250.00 if the employee’s spouse 
works full time equivalent hours and has other coverage available through his/her 
own employer and that employer offers monetary incentives if he/she waives their 
health plan and chooses to enroll in the Blount County Plan. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
An amendment was made by Ed Mitchell and second by Holden Lail to 

leave existing retirees as is under the plan currently available with no change; but 
to change new retirees under the plan motion.  A roll call vote was taken on the 
amendment to leave as is for the retirees: 
Ed Mitchell-yes Mike Lewis-no  Ron French-no Holden Lail-yes 
Phyllis Crisp-no James Berrong-no  Bill Dunlap-no  
Gary Farmer-no David Murrell-no  Tonya Burchfield-no 
Amendment failed. 
 A roll call vote was taken on the motion by Bill Dunlap regarding the 
proposed health plan changes: 
Ed Mitchell-yes  James Berrong-yes  Bill Dunlap-yes 
Phyllis Crisp-yes  David Murrell-yes  Tonya Burchfield-yes 
Gary Farmer-yes  Ron French-yes  Holden Lail-yes 
Mike Lewis-yes 
Motion passed for the new proposed changes regarding the health care plan to be 
presented to the commission for approval. 

 
4.) Holden Lail made the motion to keep the medical rates for budget purposes 
the same as is and James Berrong second.  All in favor, motion passed.  
 
5.) Regarding the amendment to the East TN Medical Group contract, Drew 
Mann told the committee that Blount Memorial Hospital CEO Don Heinemann 
will have updated information to him within the next couple weeks. 
 
6.) Judge William Brewer addressed the committee to consider adding the 
Blount County Emergency Dispatch employees to the county health plan.  Gary 
Farmer requested a motion for the request to be presented to the Commission 
pending approval and or response from County Attorney regarding the request.  
Ron French made the motion and Phyllis Crisp second.  All in favor. 
 
7.) Adjourned 6:20 pm 



Human Resources/Insurance Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday April 16, 2013 – 5:00 P.M. 

County Commission Room 
 

Committee Members Present: 

 
Holden Lail   Tonya Burchfield  Mike Lewis  Ron French 
Gary Farmer   Phyllis Crisp  Bill Dunlap 
Ed Mitchell   David Murrell  James Berrong  

 

Committee Members Absent:  none 

Others Present: 
 

   Don Stallions Randy Vineyard 
Jodie King   Megan White and Rachel Humpherys with Trinity Benefits 
     
Minutes 

 
1.) Approval of April 2, 2013 minutes.  Holden Lail made the motion, Tonya 
Burchfield second, all in favor. 
 
2.) Bill Dunlap made the motion to table the discussion regarding the cost 
saving strategies report for 2 weeks.  Holden Lail second.  Vote was taken: 
Ed Mitchell yes  James Berrong no  Tonya Burchfield no 
Phyllis Crisp no  David Murrell yes  Holden Lail yes 
Gary Farmer yes  Ron French no 
Mike Lewis no   Bill Dunlap yes 
5 votes yes; 5 votes no; motion failed. 
 
3.) Megan White with Trinity Benefits spoke to the Committee regarding the 
Cost Saving Strategies report that was emailed to all Committee members on 
April 3rd.  
 
4.) James Berrong made a motion to go with the $200 spousal surcharge and 
Bill Dunlap second.  Phyllis Crisp made the suggestion for a mandatory survey to 
all employees asking if their spouse is offered insurance or not.   
 
5.) Mayor Mitchell wanted the overall cost to employees regarding the dual 
plan design with the 4 tier contribution.  Also to show certain add-ons to 
determine overall cost to employees.  A motion was made by Bill Dunlap and 
second by James Berrong.  Vote was taken: 
Ed Mitchell yes  James Berrong yes  Tonya Burchfield absent 
Phyllis Crisp yes  David Murrell yes  Holden Lail yes 
Gary Farmer yes  Ron French yes 
Mike Lewis yes  Bill Dunlap yes 
9 votes yes; 1 absent; motion passed. 
 



6.) An amended motion was made by Phyllis Crisp and second by Mike Lewis 
to vote on surcharge motion tonight and to be presented to the Commission.  Vote 
was taken: 
Ed Mitchell yes  James Berrong yes  Tonya Burchfield absent 
Phyllis Crisp yes  David Murrell no  Holden Lail no 
Gary Farmer no  Ron French no 
Mike Lewis yes  Bill Dunlap yes 
5 votes yes; 4 votes no; 1 absent; motion failed.   
(The original motion(5)that was made by Bill Dunlap and then amended by 
Phyllis Crisp which failed by vote makes the original motion(5)by Bill Dunlap 
passed by vote)  
 
7.) A call for question vote regarding spousal surcharge of $150 to be an add-
on.  Vote was taken: 
Ed Mitchell yes  James Berrong yes  Tonya Burchfield absent 
Phyllis Crisp yes  David Murrell yes  Holden Lail yes 
Gary Farmer yes  Ron French yes 
Mike Lewis yes  Bill Dunlap yes 
9 votes yes; 1 absent; motion passed. 
 
8.) Another call for question vote regarding tobacco surcharge of $20 to be an 
add-on.  Vote was taken: 
Ed Mitchell yes  James Berrong absent Tonya Burchfield absent 
Phyllis Crisp yes  David Murrell yes  Holden Lail yes 
Gary Farmer no  Ron French yes 
Mike Lewis yes  Bill Dunlap yes 
7 votes yes; 1 vote no; 2 absent; motion passed. 
 
9.) Mike Lewis asked Randy Vineyard if he could put together the overall cost 
of the dual plan with 4 tier contribution, with the add-ons of the spousal surcharge 
and the tobacco surcharge; to submit the information to the committee via email 
before the next called meeting, April 30, 2013 at 5:00 pm.   
 
10.) Discussion of medical rates will be presented by Drew Mann.  Motion was 
made by Mike Lewis and second by Bill Dunlap for the dental rates to be 
recommended to full commission.  Vote was taken:  
Ed Mitchell yes  James Berrong absent Tonya Burchfield absent 
Phyllis Crisp yes  David Murrell yes  Holden Lail yes 
Gary Farmer yes  Ron French yes 
Mike Lewis yes  Bill Dunlap yes 
8 votes yes; 2 absent; motion passed to be presented to Commission for dental 
rates. 
 
11.) Discussion of the clinic contract will be presented by Drew Mann. 
 
12.) Adjourned 7:15 pm 









Custody and Security of the Courthouse

Access to County Offices

While it is true that the sheriff is charged with the custody and security of the courthouse,
unless the county legislative body assigns this duty to someone else, individual county
office holders may prescribe rules and regulations with respect to access to their offices,
to include but not limited to the times when their office will be open to the public and who
may be given access to their offices.  Neither the sheriff or the county mayor may dictate
to the other county office holders who may or may not have access to their offices.

Pursuant to T.C.A. § 5-7-108, the sheriff is charged with the custody and security of the
courthouse unless the county legislative body assigns this duty to someone else.  It is the
duty of the sheriff to prevent trespasses, exclude intruders, and keep the courthouse and
the courthouse grounds in order, reporting from time to time the repairs required and the
expense, to the county legislative body.  See also Ferriss v. Williamson, 67 Tenn. 424
(1874); Driver v. Thompson, 358 S.W.2d 477 (Tenn. 1962).

The courthouse is one of the county buildings which the [county legislative
body] is empowered to erect and keep in order and in repair.  The sheriff of
the county has charge of the courthouse, unless some other person is
specially appointed by the [county legislative body]  for that purpose.

The [county mayor] is the accounting officer and general agent of the county,
and has the care and custody of all the county property, except such as is by
law placed in the custody of other officers.

These provisions of the law are explicit and unambiguous.  The sheriff of the
county is the officer specially designated to have charge of the courthouse,
that is, to have custody of it, and to protect it from trespassers and intruders,
and to keep it and the grounds attached thereto in order.  But the [county
legislative body] has the power to appoint another person to perform these
duties.  The [county mayor] has no custody or charge of the courthouse,
for the reason that the care and custody of courthouses are given to the
sheriff.

Ferriss v. Williamson, 67 Tenn. 424 (1874) (emphasis added).

Addressing the former version of TCA 5-7-106 and 5-7-108, the Tennessee Court of
Appeals stated:

When these sections of the Code are read together it seems perfectly clear
that the Sheriff, as custodian of the Courthouse, is a mere agent or
administrator of the [county legislative body] and must report from time to
time to the [county legislative body] such repairs as are required, and this
implies that he must get the authorization of the [county legislative body] for
any major repairs that are required to be made.  There is neither express



or implied authority for the Sheriff to dictate to the other elected
officials of the County what space they shall occupy in the Courthouse
and other such matters affecting them in the discharge of their official
duties.  This is peculiarly a function of the [county legislative body] as to
matters in its jurisdiction.

Driver v. Thompson, 358 S.W.2d 477 (Tenn. 1962) (emphasis added).

While entitled to examine and copy public records maintained by a county office
holder pursuant to the public records law, Tennessee citizens are subject to such
reasonable rules regulations as the office holder may prescribe, and they may be
excluded from the office holder’s office by the sheriff upon their failure to obey such
reasonable rules and regulations.  See Shelby County v. Memphis Abstract Co., 203
S.W. 339 (Tenn. 1918) (Abstract companies are entitled to examine and copy any records
in the office of a register of deeds, subject only to such reasonable regulations as that
officer may prescribe.).

The county legislative body has no statutory authority to establish uniform courthouse
hours and require other officials to remain open or closed during these scheduled hours.
However, elected officials cannot neglect the business of the office without being subject
to removal from office in an ouster suit.  T.C.A. § 8-47-101.  Therefore, each official is
under a duty to maintain office hours that will allow the public reasonable access to the
offices and allow the work of the office to be performed in a timely and efficient manner.
Each official can decide whether to remain open on holidays.  T.C.A. § 15-1-101.  The
county legislative body has the authority to assign office space within the courthouse.  See
Anderson County Quarterly Court v. Judges of the 28th Judicial Circuit, 579 S.W.2d 875
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1978).



AUTHORITY OF THE COUNTY MAYOR

Pursuant to TCA 5-6-108, the mayor, is designated the custodian of county property that is not
otherwise placed in the custody of other officers.  Like the sheriff, (pursuant to TCA 5-7-108), the
mayor, as the custodian of theses other properties, is a mere agent or administrator of the county
legislative body and must report from time to time to the county legislative body when repairs are
required.  The mayor must get the authorization of the county legislative body for any major repairs
that are required to be made.  SEE Driver v. Thompson, 358 S.W.2d 477 (Tenn. 1962).

There is neither express or implied authority for the mayor to dictate to the other elected officials of
the County what space they shall occupy in the county buildings and other such matters affecting
them in the discharge of their official duties.  This is peculiarly a function of the county legislative
body as to matters in its jurisdiction.  SEE Driver v. Thompson, 358 S.W.2d 477 (Tenn. 1962).  

THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY

TCA 5-5-121.  Powers and duties — Control of public buildings.

The county legislative bodies have power to erect or control, and dispose of public county buildings,
as provided in chapter 7 of this title.

Generally, county legislative bodies are authorized to build and maintain the county courthouse.
Tenn. Code Ann. § 5-5-121; Tenn. Code Ann. § 5-7-106.  Under Tenn. Code Ann. § 5-7-108(a):

The sheriff has charge of the courthouse, unless some other person is specially
appointed by the county legislative body for that purpose, and shall prevent
trespasses, exclude intruders, and keep it and the grounds attached thereto in order,
reporting from time to time the repairs required, and the expense, to the county
legislative body.

Under these statutes, the sheriff acts as an agent or administrator of the county commission.  Driver
v. Thompson, 49 Tenn. App. 646, 651, 358 S.W.2d 477, p.t.a. denied (Tenn. 1962).  Thus, "[t]here
is neither express or implied authority for the Sheriff to dictate to the other elected officials of the
County what space they shall occupy in the Courthouse and other such matters affecting them in the
discharge of their official duties.  This is peculiarly a function of the [county legislative body] as
to matters in its jurisdiction."  Id., 358 S.W.2d at 479.  SEE Tenn. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 02-052
(April 24, 2002).

SEE Driver v. Thompson, 358 S.W.2d 477 (Tenn. 1962) (When these sections [5-7-106 and 5-7-108]
of the Code are read together it seems perfectly clear that the Sheriff, as custodian of the Courthouse,
is a mere agent or administrator of the County Court and must report from time to time to the County
Court such repairs as are required, and this implies that he must get the authorization of the County
Court for any major repairs that are required to be made.  There is neither express or implied
authority for the Sheriff to dictate to the other elected officials of the County what space they shall
occupy in the Courthouse and other such matters affecting them in the discharge of their official
duties.  This is peculiarly a function of the Quarterly County Court as to matters in its jurisdiction.



TCA 5-7-103.  Sites for offices.

The county legislative body of every county, a majority of the members being present and voting for
it, may purchase and hold suitable sites for offices of the county clerks, and such other county offices
as may be deemed expedient by the legislative body.

Additionally, the county legislative body provides sites for the offices of the county clerk and other
county officers, including constitutional officers, although these need not be established within the
courthouse.  Tenn. Code Ann. § 5-7-103.  SEE Tenn. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 99-049 (March 2, 1999).

TCA 5-7-106.  Construction and maintenance costs.

The county buildings are to be erected and kept in order and repair at the expense of the county,
under the direction of the county legislative body, and it may levy a special tax for this purpose.

TCA 5-7-107.  Employment of superintendent.

The county legislative body is authorized, but not required, to employ a competent person to
superintend the construction and repair of such county buildings, bridges, levees, etc., as may be
necessary; the superintendent to be paid such salary as may be agreed upon, out of the county
treasury, but no contract to continue longer than twelve (12) months.

THE MAYOR

TCA 5-6-108.  Powers and duties — County property and accounts.

The county mayor shall be the accounting officer and general agent of the county; and, as such, the
county mayor shall have power, and it shall be the county mayor's duty to:

(1) Have the care and custody of all the county property, except such as is by law placed in the
custody of other officers;

(2) Appoint an agent or attorney to take care of such property, and fix such agent's or attorney's
compensation;

SEE Tenn. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 81-547 (October 1, 1981) (On the other hand, if an attorney is
appointed by the county executive under T.C.A.  5-6-108 in his capacity as accounting officer and
general agent of the county, the county executive has the authority to fix the attorney's compensation. 
This section, however, authorizes the appointment of an attorney only for the limited purpose of
"tak[ing] care of" that county property which is in the care and custody of the county executive, and
this post could be filled alternatively by a mere "agent." T.C.A. § 5-6-108(1), (2)).

Easterly v. Harmon, 1997 WL 718430, n4 (Tenn.Ct.App.,1997).

FN4.  Easterly testified that County Executive Harmon approved some functions. The Plaintiff's
reliance on approval from County Executive Harmon is misplaced. Even though Harmon presides
over the Commission, his vote is entitled to no more weight than the vote of any other commissioner.
Thus, he alone cannot speak on behalf of the commission; there must be action by the majority,



reflected in the minutes.  See Connell v. County Judge of Davidson, 39 Tenn. (2 Head) 189 (1858).
Furthermore, Easterly may not rely on Harmon in his capacity as county executive. The county
executive and county clerk are independent entities and Easterly is not subject to his control.
See Mankin, 1989 WL 44924 at *2.





From: Robertson, Wesley Ross  
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 1:52 PM 
To: Rhonda Pitts 
Subject: RE: Question from Commissioner Rick Carver 
 

Rhonda, 
This committee should only be considering office space allocation.  Depending on how the county 
legislative body has given authority to the mayor and or sheriff, I would assume the maintenance 
department would handle maintenance request as funds are available and I am assuming the 
maintenance department falls under the mayor.  Smoking violations at the courthouse would have to be 
handled by the sheriff.  Environmental concerns would probably go to TDEC.  The highway department 
could possibly get involved with the clean up.  I’ve attached a couple resources on authority of mayor 
and courthouse custody.  Let me know if you are looking for more information.   

 

Wesley Robertson 

Budget & Finance Consultant 
The University of Tennessee 

County Technical Assistance Service 

226 Capitol Boulevard, Suite 400 

Nashville, TN 37219-1804  

Office: (615) 532-3555 

Fax: (615) 532-3699  
 
 

 
CTAS Mission: 
Promoting better county government through direct assistance to county officials and their associations 
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