




































COUNTY COMMISSION STANDING COMMITTEES 
 STANDING COMMITTEES ARE ELECTED ANNUALLY IN SEPTEMBER. 

 
1. Beer Board (Public Services Committee serves as Beer Board) - Bob Kidd, Bob 

Arwood, Dennis Cardin, Donna Dowdy, David Graham, John Keeble, Robby Kirkland, 
Robert Ramsey, Otto Slater, and Ernest Tallent 

 
2. Education Committee- John Keeble, W. C. (Bob) Evans, Robby Kirkland, Steve 

Hargis, Donna Dowdy, Joe Everett, and Shirley Townsend.    
 
3. Fairgrounds Committee – Dave Bennett, Gene Cook, Bill Dunlap, Ron Dunn, Roger 

Elder, Damon Fortney, Herb Handly, Erich Henry, Steve Hargis, Mitch Ingram, John 
Keeble, Johnny Leatherwood, Scott Lyons, Danny McKee, James McMillion, and James 
C. Wilkerson  

 
4. Financial Management Committee - Mike Walker, David Graham, Bob Kidd, 

Kenneth Melton, Robert Ramsey, Bill Dunlap, Alvin Hord.   Ex-Officio Secretary - Dave 
Bennett.                                                                                                                  

 
5. Human Resources/Insurance Committee – Robert Ramsey/Acting Mayor, James 

Berrong, Bill Dunlap, Keith Brock, Donna Dowdy, Steve Gray, Ernie Tallent, Penny 
Whaley, Gary Farmer, and Troy Logan. 

 
6. Information Technology Committee – Robert Ramsey/Acting Mayor, John Herron, 

W. C. (Bob) Evans, Mike Walker, Roy Crawford, Brian Bell, Keith Hackney, Bill 
Dunlap, Otto Slater, and Scott Graves. 

 
7. Intergovernmental Committee -  Steve Gray, Keith Brock, W. C. (Bob) Evans, Joe 

Everett, Gary Farmer, Steve Hargis, Jeff McCall, Kenneth Melton, Dan Neubert, Sr., 
Shirley Townsend, and Mike Walker. 

 
8. Public Services Committee - Bob Kidd, Bob Arwood, Dennis Cardin, Donna Dowdy, 

David Graham, John Keeble, Robby Kirkland, Robert Ramsey, Otto Slater, and Ernest 
Tallent. 

 
9. Risk Management Committee -  Jeff McCall, Keith Brock, Donna Dowdy, Ernie 

Tallent, and Robby Kirkland. 
 
**Bold Name signifies Chairman 
 
Please call the Blount County Commission Office at 865-273-5830 for information.   



COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 
To be recommended by the Nominating Committee 

to the County Commission 
 

1. Agricultural Extension – County Commission appoints Committee. Committee consists of 3 
members of the County legislative body, 2 farm men and 2 farm women chosen by the 
county legislative body  (7 members with 2 year terms.)  The Agricultural Extension 
committee advises and gives counsel to The University of Tennessee Extension program 
housed in Blount County. This includes, but is not limited to budget and employment 
issues, short and long-range program planning goals, etc. The committee meets with the 
staff of the Blount County Extension office quarterly (February, May, August & 
November) for reporting and update purposes. (1 Commissioner Vacancy needed to 
replace Joe Everett.  John Keeble and Robert Ramsey are currently serving) 

2. Board of Zoning Appeals – County Commission Appoints. (5 members and 2 alternates) Hears 
appeals regarding zoning regulations. (1 Commissioner is serving as an alternate.) The BZA has 
five members and a couple of associate members that can sit in if one of the members 
can't make a meeting. The BZA hears special exceptions, variances and appeals in 
relation to the Blount County zoning regulations. Terms start in September and Mr. 
Brown was appointed last month to serve another five year term. The Blount County 
Commission is the body that makes the appointments to the BZA. (No vacancies at this 
time.) 

3. Budget Committee – Appointed by the County Commission. (5 members) (This Committee 
will function for the purpose of the Budget Process concerning the 2007-2008 year.)  When we 
go under the 1957 Act this committee will be appointed by the County Mayor and 
confirmed by the Legislative Body in January of each year. 

4. Education Committee- County Commission Appoints Committee. (7 Commissioners have 
been serving.) (7 members) The Education Committee meets with School Board Members and 
School Director and Supervisors to discuss issues concerning the county schools. (7 
Commissioners) 

5. Fairgrounds – Appointed by the County Commission.   3 County Commissioners were 
appointed.  John Keeble and Steve Hargis are current members and Donna Dowdy resigned. 
(There are currently 16 members) 

6. Financial Management – Appointed by the County Commission.  There are currently 7 
members. (4 are County Commissioners + Highway Superintendent + County Mayor + Director 
of Schools). Mike Walker, Ken Melton, and David Graham are current Commission members.  
Bob Kidd is going off of the Commission. 

7. Human Resources/Insurance Committee - (5 Commissioners have been serving + County 
Mayor, Sheriff, Highway + School representative + an elected official appointed by the County 
Mayor.) (10 members) The Human Resources/Insurance Committee hears and considers issues 
regarding County Employees’ Benefits and Insurance hears the activities of the HR 
department and gives direction, advises, and supports the necessary HR functions, i.e., 
special projects, insurance changes, etc. (5 Commissioners) 

8. Information Technology Committee – County Commission appoints committee.  (3 
Commissioners have been serving + County Mayor, IT Supervisor, Sheriff, Trustee, County 
Clerk, Schools and Highway = 10 members.) (3 Commissioners) 

9. Intergovernmental Committee – County Commission Appoints Committee. (11 
Commissioners have been serving.) (11 members) 
The Intergovernmental Committee hears and considers requests and issues regarding 



Nominations and Appointments, Education, Sheriff, Juvenile, Ambulance, Ethics, and 
Courthouse Space Allocation and they set Public Hearings for Zoning Regulations. (11 
Commissioners) 

10. Planning Commission – County Mayor Appoints.  5 County Commissioners have been 
serving. (12 members) Hears and considers requests regarding zoning regulations, sets planning 
public hearings, etc. The Planning Commission has authority to adopt and enforce 
Subdivision Regulations, reviews and approves subdivision plats, reviews directly 
permitted commercial site plans, reviews and recommends rezonings and zoning text 
amendments, and is also responsible for long range planning for the County.  The 
Planning Commission has 12 members - five appointed from County Commission and 7 
appointed at large.  Traditionally, one appointment has been from the Maryville Planning 
Commission, and one from the Alcoa Planning Commission.  Informally, one member is 
also appointed from the Townsend/Tuckaleechee Cove area.  The County Commission 
has authority in setting the number and designations of members of the Planning 
Commission.  State law allows membership from 5 to 15.  Elected members, such as 
from County Commission, cannot constitute a majority.  The County Mayor appoints 
members, subject to confirmation by the County Commission.  Appointments for at 
large members are 4 years, and County Commission appointments are coterminous from 
election to election. The Planning Commission elects a Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary 
each year in October.  The Secretary has responsibility for signing minutes and also signs 
approved plats.  The Planning Commission meets regularly the 4th Thursday of each 
month.  The Planning Department provides staff support to the Planning Commission. 
(There will be 6 open appointments by September 1, five from County Commission 
(Joe Everett, Bob Kidd, Steve Gray, Kenneth Melton, Gary Farmer,) and 1 who 
resigned effective September – (Carl McDonald.) 

11. Public Services Committee – County Commission Appoints Committee. (10 Commission 
Members have been serving.) (10 members) 
The Public Services Committee hears and considers requests Concerning Long and Short Range 
Planning, Airport Hazard, Beer Board, Public Utilities, Buildings and Grounds, Highway, Fleet 
Management, and Legislative and Resolutions. (10 Commissioners) 

12. Records Committee – County Mayor appoints. (1 County Commissioner has been serving.) (6 
members) The Records Commission is required to be composed of at least six members.  
Three of the members (one member of the county legislative body, a judge of one of the 
courts of record, and a genealogist) are appointed by the county mayor subject to the 
confirmation of the county legislative body.  The express purpose of the Records 
Commission is “to provide for the orderly disposition of public records created by 
agencies of county government.” The Records Commission is mandated by law to meet 
not less than twice annually.   (1 Commissioner to replace Shirley Townsend.) 

13. Recreation and Parks Commission – County Mayor Appoints.  (1 Commissioner) 
14. Risk Management - County Commission appoints Committee. (5 Commissioners have been 

serving.) (5 members) The Risk Management Committee considers issues regarding Liability, 
etc. (5 Commissioners) 

15. Smoky Mountain Visitors Bureau – County Mayor appoints.  2 County Commissioners 
serve (1 Commissioner vacancy) 

16. Veteran’s Affairs Committee – County Commission appoints Members. (One Commission 
Member (Veteran) has been serving) (7 members) (One Commissioner, must be a veteran, 1 
vacancy) 
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