
BUDGET COMMITTEE  MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, April 1, 2002 – 4:30 pm 

Room 315, Blount County Courthouse 
 
 
 
 

1. Approval of Minutes (March 4, 2002) 
2. Budget Increases (Requires Commission approval) 

a. Sheriff 
b. Health Dept. – DGA Grant 
c. Library 
d. Library 

3. Budget Transfers  
a. Maintenance (Requires Commission approval) 
b. County Clerk/Other Charges (Requires Commission approval) 
c. County Clerk (Budget Committee approval only) 
d. School Dept. – Regular Education Support (Budget Committee approval only) 
e. School Dept. – Technology (Budget Committee approval only) 
f. School Dept. – Maint. of Plant (Budget Committee approval only) 
g. School Dept. – Office of the Principals (Budget Committee approval only) 
h. School Dept. – Regular Education/Guidance Counselors (Requires Commission approval)  

i. Emergency Management (Budget Committee approval only) 

4. Invoice > 10% or $50 of Purchase Order 
a. Risk Management (PTS Office Automation) 

5. Invoice Date Prior to Purchase Order Date  
a. Environmental (Minolta) 
b. Highway Dept. (American Limestone) 
c. Library (Gallaher & Assoc.)  

6. Visa Bill 
7. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Old Business 

a. Drug Court 
8. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Capitalization Policy 
9. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Space for Environmental and Building Codes 
10. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding New School Construction – Elementary and High 

School (Pending School Bd. Approval) 
11. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Fairview Elementary Renovation (Pending School Bd. 

Approval) 
12. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Communications. 
13. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding FY02-03 Budget  
14. Other 
15. Information Only 

a. YTD Increases/Decreases 
b. Posted Transfers 
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BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday, March 4, 2002 – 4:30 p.m. 

Room 315, Blount County Courthouse 
 

Minutes 
 
Members Present:    County Executive Bill Crisp, J.C. Franklin,  
                                    Leroy Huff, Steve Samples, Larry Garner  
                                     
Members Absent:     None 
 
Others Present:         Susan Gennoe, Dana Lamson, Dave Bennett, Beverley Woodruff, 
John Herron, Jeff French, Troy Logan, Sheriff Berrong, Brian Bell, Thomas Fraser, Judge 
Kelly Thomas, Brenda Shamblin  
  
Called to Order by:   Chairman Bill Crisp 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

The motion was made by Steve Samples and seconded by J.C. Franklin to dispense with 
the reading of and approve the minutes from the February 4th Budget Committee meeting. 
The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.   
 

Increases/Decreases 
(all increases/decreases will be forwarded to Commission for approval) 

 
Litter Grant 
The motion was made by Steve Samples and seconded by J.C. Franklin to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $15,861.56 due to monies received from the State for 
the purchasing of supplies by Beautiful Blount. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 
absent. 
 
School Department - Technology 
The motion was made by J.C. Franklin and seconded by Leroy Huff to approve a budget 
increase in the amount of $219,893.00 to purchase the Student Management System 
based on the competitive bids. This purchase is mandated by the new State of Tennessee 
attendance reporting requirements. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 

Budget Transfers  
 
School Department – Regular Education 
The motion was made by J.C. Franklin and seconded by Leroy Huff to approve a budget 
transfer in the amount of $11,800.00 for Library assistants originally budgeted in another 
line. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. The item was then forwarded to 
Commission for approval. 
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School Department – Regular Education 
The motion was made by J.C. Franklin and seconded by Leroy Huff to approve a budget 
transfer in the amount of $34,340.00 to purchase reading program software to be used in 
grades 6 through 8 at William Blount and Eagleton. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 
absent.  
 
Clerk and Master 
The motion was made by Steve Samples and seconded by J.C. Franklin to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $4,556.05 to cover an invoice from the Daily Times for 
legal notices. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. The transfer was then 
forwarded to the full Commission for approval.  
 

Invoice > 10% or $50 of Purchase Order 
 

Library 
The motion was made by Steve Samples and seconded by J.C. Franklin to approve 
payment of an invoice from Recorded Books, Inc. in the amount of $593.20. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  

 
Visa Invoice 

 
The motion was made by J.C. Franklin and seconded by Leroy Huff to approve payment 
of the Visa invoice in the amount of $486.75 for fuel, renovations in Records 
Management, supplies, and conference costs. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 

Discussion/Possible Action 
 
Circuit Court Judge Division 1 
The motion was made by Steve Samples and seconded by J.C. Franklin to allow the 
Circuit Court Judge of Division 1 to enter into a copier lease agreement as outlined in the 
presented resolution. The motion passed with a vote of 4 yes and 1 absent. The resolution 
was then forwarded to the full Commission for approval.  
 
Budget Process 
Dave Bennett stated that the budget process was proceeding and that each Department’s 
budgets were due on Monday, March 11 at noon. Mr. Bennett also mentioned that Fund 
Balance should be at $6 million at June 30 this year. The insurance committee reports 
that the health and dental rates are up 50% this year and that the rates for Dependent 
coverage are not expected to rise. Mr. Bennett noted that Blount County has 
approximately 1,790 employees on the insurance plan and 490 dependents. 
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Drug Court  
Judge Kelly Thomas spoke on the situation concerning the Drug Treatment Grant. These 
funds were gone as of December 2001; however, the hospital is continuing to treat 
individuals. Judge Thomas explained that $56, 000 was needed to get through September 
2002. The administrative costs are paid through the Byrne Grant, which does not run out 
until 2003. Judge Thomas will pursue other options and Mr. Crisp is expected to meet 
with Joe Huff to discuss the option of “in lieu of tax”. J.C. Franklin stated that the 
companies who employ these inmates should be responsible for part of this cost. Since 
November 2001, the hospital has not taken any new patients. There are 30 people in the 
program now. Sheriff Berrong asked if a $10 booking fee could be used to help with the 
cost. Dave Bennett explained that the County would have to use Fund Balance to fund the 
increase. Judge Thomas agreed to meet with hospital representatives to ask for assistance 
in talking with the different cities involved. Judge Thomas will also get with Mr. Bennett 
to discuss how “in lieu of tax” works. No action was taken at this time. This matter will 
be reviewed again at the April budget meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 





































































Memo 
To:  The Honorable Blount County Budget Committee 

From:  David R. Bennett 

Date:  3/27/2002 

Re:  Capitalization Policy 

In order to facilitate the changes that GASB34 is bringing about, I would like to raise the 
capitalization threshold from $500 to $5,000 per fixed asset.  Items greater than $500 but less 
than $5,000 would still require a tag, but not a fixed asset number. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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