
BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, July 7, 2003 – 4:30 pm 

Room 430, Blount County Courthouse 
 
 
 
 

1. Approval of Minutes (June 9 & 19, 2003) 
2. Increases/Decreases (Requires Commission approval)    

a. GPS (03-04 budget) 
3. Invoice Date Prior to Purchase Order 

a. Sheriff (Barge, Waggoner, et al) 
b. Sheriff (L-3 Communications) 
c. Property Assessor (Tax Management Assoc.) 

4. Invoice on a Payment Authorization; Should Be on a Purchase Order  
a. Sheriff (A-1 Wrecker Service) 
b. Agriculture (Minolta) 

5. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Senate Bill 1787 
6. Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Capital Phase II 
7. Other 
8. Information Only 

a. YTD Increases/Decreases  
b. Posted Transfers 
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BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday, June 9, 2003 – 4:30 p.m. 

Room 430, Blount County Courthouse 
 

Minutes 
 
Members Present:     Otto Slater, Donna Dowdy, Keith Brock, Robert Ramsey, 
     Beverley Woodruff                                   
Members Absent:       None  
 
Others Present:          Susan Gennoe, Sherry Sheffey, Dave Bennett, Enoch Simerly, 
Mike Walker, John Randolph, Rick Russell, Jackie Glenn, John Herron, Judy Hackney, 
Damon Fortney, Bill Dunlap, Charlie Staley, Kenneth Melton, John Keeble, Dennis 
Cardin, Jim Carroll, Kathy Pagles, Nancy Norton, Laura Hutchens, Pam Potocik, Joe 
Huff, Judge Denton, Booty Miller, Kathy Shields, Rhonda Pitts, Jeff French, Sheriff 
Berrong, Mary Millsaps, Mike Morton, Alvin Hord, Penny Whaley, Harry Grothjahn, 
Marleeta Cooper, Robby Kirkland, Jeff McCall, Tom Fortenberry, John Lamb, Teresa 
Owens, Ralph Lovely, Ludell Coffey, Tom Hatcher, Darren Dunlap, Gary Farmer, 
Marilyn Jeffries, Ella Herron, Bill Newby and Mrs. Newby, Dr. Qualls, Teresa Robinson, 
Kim Patty, Jeff Pfeifer, see also sign- in sheet 
  

Other 
Dave Bennett noted, prior to starting the Budget Committee meeting, that anyone wishing 
to speak on the budget at the public hearing may do so by signing up outside the 
conference room and speaking into the microphone provided. A transcript would be 
completed.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Otto Slater to approve the 
minutes from the May 5 and May 15, 2003 Budget Committee meetings. The motion 
passed with 3 yes and 2 absent.   
 

Increases 
(all increases/decreases are forwarded to the full Commission for approval) 

 
Emergency Management 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $5,218 due to the receipt of the Governor’s Citizen 
Corps grant, which has no county match. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
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Emergency Management 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $175,000 due to the receipt of the Homeland Security 
First Responder Products grant, which has no county match. The motion passed with 3 
yes and 2 absent. 
 
Health Department 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $20,000 to account for additional monies received from 
the National Association of County and City Health Officials. The motion passed with 3 
yes and 2 absent. 
 
Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $45,982.92 to cover the costs of inmates’ medical and 
dental expenses. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Register of Deeds  
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $150,000 to setup the Register’s computer system, 
which would be paid back from the Register of Deeds data processing fees over the next 
three years. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $30,875 to cover shortfalls from the reimbursement of 
secondary employment from the landfill and Alcoa, Inc. The motion passed with 3 yes 
and 2 absent. 
 
Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $175,000 to cover inmate sales in the detention center. 
The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
County Coroner 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $6,220 to cover the fee increase for autopsies and 
medical examiner fees. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 

Budget Transfers  
 

Maintenance 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $3,600 to cover the costs of year-end gas payments. The 
motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent.  
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Records Management 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $1,085 for part-time help in June. The motion passed 
with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Schools-Director of Schools 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $1,185 to cover shortfall in budget for benefit accounts. 
The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Schools-Board of Education Services 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $400 to cover shortfall in dependent insurance line item. 
The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Schools-Regular Education Support 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $2,000 to cover shortfall in health insurance. The motion 
passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Schools-Special Education/School Counselors  
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $10,000 to cover the costs of guidance personnel and 
one part-time position. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. The item was then 
forwarded to the full Commission for approval.  
 
Schools-Office of the Principals 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $800 to cover shortfall in budget state retirement. The 
motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Schools-Extended Daycare  
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $10,000 to cover shortfall due to larger than expected 
summer participation in July 2002. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
General County-Capital Projects 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $45,441.35 to cover Trustee’s commission. The motion 
passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. The item was then forwarded to the full Commission for 
approval.  
 
General County-Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $250 to cover shortfalls in insurance and unemployment 
compensation. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
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General County-Sheriff’s Department/SRO 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $1,770 to cover shortfalls in insurance and 
unemployment compensation. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
General County-Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $1,500 to cover shortfalls in dependent insurance. The 
motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
General County-Sheriff’s Department/Highway Safety 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $8,050 to cover shortfalls in insurance and 
unemployment compensation. The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 

 
Invoice Date Prior to Purchase Order 

 
Highway Department 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
payment of an invoice from Harrison Construction in the amount of $85.00. The motion 
passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Highway Department 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
payment of an invoice from Knox-Tenn Rental and Sales Co. in the amount of $185.64. 
The motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Highway Department 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
payment of an invoice from Cockrill Johnson Associates in the amount of $95.00. The 
motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
payment of an invoice from Village Veterinary Hospital in the amount of $58.00. The 
motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
 
Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
payment of an invoice from Mayfield Dairy Farms Inc. in the amount of $283.48. The 
motion passed with 3 yes and 2 absent. 
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Discussion/Possible Action Regarding Appeals to the FY03-04 Budget 
 
Parks and Recreation 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
$23,400 be taken from fund balance for the FY2003-2004 year and given to Parks and 
Recreation due to cuts in state grant funding. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Senior Citizens Home Assistance Service 
Item forwarded to full Commission. 
 
Records Management 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
$26,790 be taken from fund balance and used to fund a new position in Records 
Management. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Clerk and Master 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a new 
position in the Clerk and Master’s office at a cost of $23,000 plus benefits. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Schools 
Alvin Hord requested $1.8 million to fund step increases for employees, new teacher and 
maintenance positions, environmental/mold removal expenses, utilities and insurance 
expenses. Commissioner Slater expressed that now is the time to use fund balance. The 
item was forwarded to the full Commission for consideration.  
 
Sheriff’s Department 
Sheriff Berrong stated the need for additional funding for inmate medical care and 
juvenile education due to cut in state grant. Commissioner Slater suggested shifting 
monies from other line items. No action taken.  
 
Recessed 5:58 p.m. and Reconvened at 6:18 p.m. due to Public Hearing. 
 
Maintenance 
Damon Fortney requested $50,562 to cover the costs of natural gas and utilities. Dave 
Bennett stated that funding would be granted June 19. 
 
Birth-to-Three 
Item forwarded to the full Commission. 
 
Circuit Court Clerk 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Otto Slater to approve funding of 
$4,397 from fund balance to supplement a new judicial commissioner position, and an 
additional $84,347 for indigent court costs, which also has an offsetting equal revenue.  
Tom Hatcher stated that he has funds of $21,135 in cost center 53500 to use toward this 
position, as well as the JAIBG grant money from the City of Alcoa (to be discussed later 
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in the meeting.)  The $84,347 is split by cost center as follows:  $23,580 to cost center 
53100, $35,767 to cost center 53500, and $25,000 to cost center 53300.  The motion 
passed with 5 yes. 
 
Highway Department 
Bill Dunlap requested a larger pay raise and step increases for employees due to cost of 
living and increased workload. The item was forwarded to the full Commission.  
 
Veterans  
Charles Staley requested a larger pay raise for the two employees in the Veterans office. 
Robert Ramsey asked if this request could be included with the Highway Department’s 
request. Dave Bennett stated that it could and Otto Slater asked that the issue be 
addressed with all County employees being taken into consideration. Keith Brock 
suggested that Human Resource director, Betsy Foxx, speak to the Commission. No 
action taken.  
 
Library 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Otto Slater to approve funding of 
$50,000 to bring the Library budget up to where it was last year. The motion passed with 
4 yes and 1 abstain.  
 
Property Assessor 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve one new 
position at a total cost of $39,739 in the Property Assessor’s office. The motion passed 
with 4 yes and 1 no. 
 
Sam Houston Schoolhouse Association 
Item forwarded to the full Commission. 
 
Sheriff’s Department 
Item 5-A6 was revisited. The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Keith 
Brock to approve funding of $190,000 for inmates’ medical and dental expenses and 
$90,000 for juvenile detention education to be taken from fund balance. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 

Discussion/Possible Action 
 
FY2003-2004 Budget 
Dave Bennett presented three resolutions to go to the full Commission on June 19, 2003. 
 
Senate Bill 1787 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to send to the full 
Commission a resolution to adopt the Senate Bill 1787 which formally allows cities and 
counties to pay professional privilege tax. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
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JAIBG Grant 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve the 
acceptance of the monies awarded by the JAIBG grant of the State of Tennessee to the 
city of Alcoa. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Sister City Appeal 
Item forwarded to the full Commission. 
 
Refunding Bond Issue  
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to send to the full 
Commission a resolution from SunTrust regarding the refinancing of a portion of Series 
1997 PBA Public Facilities Bonds. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
Air Force Contract  
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to send to the full 
Commission a resolution requesting that the Sheriff’s department be allowed to enter into 
a contract with the Air Force in order to provide equipment and needed improvements at 
the training facility to be shared between the two organizations. The motion passed with 
4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
East Tennessee Development District 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Robert Ramsey to send to the full 
Commission a resolution requesting permission to apply for a TEA-21 grant to enhance 
the U.S. 321/SR 73 corridor. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Next meeting scheduled for June 19, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. per Dave Bennett. 
 

Other  
 

Veterans Appeal 
Item 5-A11 revisited. The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Donna 
Dowdy to approve equity funding for Veteran’s office employees in the FY2003-2004 
budget. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.  
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BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING 
Thursday, June 19, 2003 – 6:00 p.m. 

Room 430, Blount County Courthouse 
 

Minutes 
 
Members Present:     Otto Slater, Donna Dowdy, Keith Brock, Robert Ramsey, 
      
Members Absent:       Beverley Woodruff 
 
Others Present:          Susan Gennoe, Dana Lamson, Sherry Sheffey, Dave Bennett, John 
Herron, Darren Dunlap, Harry Grothjahn, Janice McKenry, Bob Evans, Kathy Pagles, 
Laura Hutchens, Betsy Foxx, Melissa Baker, Judy Hackney, Damon Fortney, Scott 
Graves, Rhonda Pitts, John Keeble, Dennis Cardin, Bob Arwood, Tom Hatcher, Troy 
Logan, Terry Hardin, R. L. Sparks, Paul Teffeteller, Barbara Sims, Marlietta Cooper, 
Wilma Neubert, June Malone, Rick Russell, Joe Tarwater, James Carroll, Charles Finley, 
Bob Miller, Alvin Hord, Enoch Simerly, Michael Harbison, Ron Dunn, see also sign- in 
sheet 
  

Increases 
(all increases/decreases are forwarded to the full Commission for approval) 

 
Sheriff’s Department 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $150,515.20 to cover the costs of inmates’ medical and 
dental expenses. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
School-Operation of Plant 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $225,000 to cover the costs of utilities. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
School-Education Debt Service 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $570,028 to cover the costs of principal and interest on 
notes. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
School-Operating Transfers to Primary Government 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve a 
budget increase in the amount of $124,313 to make early payoff of final payment due 
6/1/04 on Energy Management Phase I loan to Blount County Government. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
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Budget Transfers  
Purchasing  
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $577 to cover shortfall in personnel and benefits. The 
motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Purchasing  
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $700 to correct dependent insurance for one employee. 
The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
Schools-Special Education, et. al. 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $218,700 to cover shortfall in electricity. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
Schools-Operation of Plant, et. al. 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $50,000 to cover shortfall in water and sewer costs. The 
motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
Schools-Maintenance of Plant/Technology 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $9,000 to cover shortfall in budget for various 
maintenance accounts. The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
General County-Maintenance 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $2,664 to cover the costs of extended lawn care. The 
motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
General County-Maintenance 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $4,100 to cover the costs of extended lawn care. The 
motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 
Sheriff’s Department -Administration of Justice 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve a 
budget transfer in the amount of $8,659 to cover shortfall in insurance. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
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Invoice Date Prior to Purchase Order 

 
Highway Department 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
payment of an invoice from Vulcan Materials in the amount of $4,341.81. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 

 
Other  

 
Situs Tax Consultants 
The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Otto Slater to approve an 
increase for payment to Situs Tax Consultants in the amount of $37,171.03. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Commission Directory 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve the use 
of contingency to fund the printing of an updated directory of Blount County 
Government officials for public distribution. The motion passed with 3 yes, 1 no, and 1 
absent.  
 
County Mayor 
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Robert Ramsey to approve 
payment of an invoice from Wal-Mart in the amount of $133.61. The motion passed with 
4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
U.S. 321/SR 73 Corridor Enhancements 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Keith Brock to approve $100,000, 
instead of the original $50,000, to match funding by the City of Townsend in application 
for a grant to be used to enhance the Highway 321 walking/bicycle trail. The motion 
passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.  
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