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BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday, January 10, 2005 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 433, Blount County Courthouse 

 
Minutes 

 
Members Present:      Otto Slater, Keith Brock, Donna Dowdy, Robert Ramsey,      
               Beverley Woodruff, Dave Bennett (ex-officio) 
 
Members Absent:      None 
 
Others Present:     Sherry Sheffey, Lesli Bales-Sherrod, Dana Lamson, Jackie Glenn, 
Mickey Roberts, Anna Jo Potter, Justin Teague, Kathy Shields, James Long, Bruce 
Hayes, Damon Fortney, Jim Melton 

 
Approval of Minutes 

 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Otto Slater to approve the 
minutes from the December 6, 2004 budget committee meeting. The motion passed with 
4 yes and 1absent.  
 

Budget Increases/Decreases 
(All increases/decreases are forwarded to the full Commission for approval.) 

 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Keith Brock to approve the 
following increases: 

1. Sheriff’s Department-$75,348.00 due to monies received from the State of 
Tennessee for In-Service training 

2. General Sessions-$6,000.00 for the purchase of office furniture for the new 
secretarial and Judge positions  

The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent.  
 

Transfers 
 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve the 
following budget transfers: 

1. Sheriff’s Department-$470.76 to place monies in needed account for 
longevity pay 

2. Juvenile Department-$5,500.00 to place monies in needed account for salary  
3. Election Commission-$17,050.00 to cover the costs of voting machines’ 

parts and the annual election seminar in Memphis, TN June 2005.  
The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
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Invoice Greater than 10% or $50 of Purchase Order 
 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Keith Brock to approve payment 
of the following invoices: 

1. Health Department-$1,590.00 to Foreign Language Academy 
2. Emergency Management-$313.63 to Safeco, Inc. 

The motion passed with 4 yes and 1 absent. 
 

Invoice Date prior to Purchase Order Date 
 

The motion was made by Donna Dowdy and seconded by Keith Brock to approve 
payment of the following invoices: 

1. Clerk and Master-$1,250.00 to The Daily Times 
2. Blount County Jail-$102.80 to Flowers Baking Company of Morristown 

The motion passed with 5 yes. 
 

Discussion/Possible Action 
 

Debt Instruments for funding of Schools 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Keith Brock to send two (2) 
resolutions to the full Commission detailing instruments that could be used to assist in 
schools’ funding. The motion passed with 5 yes. 
 
Budget Calendar and Budget Manual 
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Donna Dowdy to approve the 
FY2005-2006 Budget Calendar and Budget Manual as submitted by the Accounting 
Department. The motion passed with 5 yes. 
 
Capital Needs  
The motion was made by Keith Brock and seconded by Otto Slater to send to the full 
Commission a wheel tax resolution requesting that the entire $10 fee go to the Highway 
Department’s Capital minus the County Clerk’s processing fee. The motion passed with 5 
yes. 
 
Records Management-Public Records Legislative Bill  
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Donna Dowdy to send a resolution 
to the full commission regarding public records. It was requested that the Blount County 
Senator and Representatives sponsor legislation in the General Assembly which would 
amend the public law of the State of Tennessee to allow Counties to impose a user’s fee 
on permanent documents to be collected when documents are filed, and to sponsor a 
Public Act which would authorize Blount County to levy and collect a fee not to exceed 
$2.00 on permanent documents filed. This fee would be used exclusively for the Records 
Management office. The motion passed with 5 yes. 
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Geographical Information System (GIS)   
The motion was made by Robert Ramsey and seconded by Otto Slater to send to the full 
Commission a resolution requesting permission to enter into an agreement with the City 
of Maryville and City of Alcoa in order to form a GIS steering committee with the 
understanding of the need for a GIS operator and the position to be funded by all three 
government entities. The motion passed with 5 yes. 
 
Stormwater Fees 
The motion was made by Otto Slater and seconded by Keith Brock to send a resolution to 
be drafted by Norm Newton to the full commission regarding a fee schedule for grading 
permits. The motion passed with 5 yes.  
 

Other 
 

Commissioner Donna Dowdy requested to be removed from the Budget Committee. 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:07 p.m. 
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