
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 
Sections 5- 5-105 and 13-7-105, the Board of County Commissioners of Blount County, 
Tennessee, will hold public hearing on December 17 at 5:30 P.M., at the Blount County 
Courthouse for the following proposed amendment to the Zoning Resolution of Blount 
County, Tennessee, being Resolution 00-06-010. 

In accordance with Governor Lee’s Executive Order Nos. 16, 34, 51, 60 and 65 
regarding limiting gatherings to prevent the further spread of COVID-19 and allowing 
public meetings to be conducted by electronic means, THESE MEETINGS WILL BE 
CONDUCTED WITH COMMISSIONERS AND BOARD MEMBERS PARTICIPATING 
ELECTRONICALLY via Zoom webinar and can be viewed by members of the public 
at: https://zoom.us/join  Webinar ID: 937 0714 9647. Public comment will be 
permitted in-person at the Blount County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 430 in
Maryville, TN. 

Meeting electronically and limiting public access to the meeting is necessary to protect 
the public health, safety, and welfare in light of COVID-19. We hope to return to in-
person meetings as soon as possible.  

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF BLOUNT COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, BY MODIFING ARTICLES 2, 7, AND 13 TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS, 
INCORPORATE TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS, AND ADD CLARITY.  PURSUANT TO
SECTIONS 13-7-101, et seq., TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED AND HAVING 
ALREADY BEEN ADOPTED AS PART OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
(RESOLUTION 00-06-010). That the amendments to read as follows:

(Note:  Additions are italicized and underlined. Deletions are struck through.)

1. That Article 2 be amended to read as follows:

Article 2. E XE MPT IONS , E XCL US IONS  AND E XCE PT IONS .

Section   2.8   Uncovered   stairs,   landings,   terraces,   porches,   balconies,   decks,   fire   escapes,

ramps,   etc.   may   project   into   any   yard,   but   such   projection   may   not   exceed   six   (6)   feet

and   such   projection   may   not   be   closer   than   five   (5)   feet   to   any   lot   line.   Architectural

projections,   such   as   chimneys,   flues,   sills,   eaves,   belt   courses,   and   ornaments,   may

project into any required yard, but such projection shall not exceed three (3) feet.

2. That Article 7 be amended to read as follows:

S ection  7.3. Pla nn ed Un it Dev elo p men t. The purposes of th ese pr ovisions for
planned unit development are to a llow flex ibilit y in desi gn of a lar ge development,
a nd to allow mix ed use where su ch mix ed use ma y shall b e re asonabl y desi gne d and
integrated into a la rge development.  Th e following shall appl y:
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A. The minimum siz e of a planned unit development shall be fifteen five a cres
und er  unified ownership prior to dev elopment.

B. A site plan shall be requi red as provide d in S ection 7.2.

C . The use re gul ations of the z one shall appl y to an y planned unit
developmen t, with additional   appropriate   nonresidential   uses   to   be   considered   by
special ex ceptions for mi x ed uses to be and integrat ed  in the planned unit design.

[…]

S ection  7.5. S ig ns.

I. Unless otherwise r e gulat ed b y this R esolution, signs shall be illuminated in
accord anc e with the following provisions,   and   in   no   case   may   a   sign   be   illuminated
in such a way as to distract motorists or create other hazards:  

1. S igns within one hundre d and fift y (150) feet of a residential use shall
not be illuminated between the hours of midnight and 6 a.m., unless the impact o f
such lightin g be yond th e boundaries of the lot whe re it is located is entirel y
inconsequential.  To be c onsidered entirel y inconsequential, such li ghting shall not
cast light at the joint propert y line of adjac ent residential us e of more than 0.5
footc an dles, certified as desi gne d and installed b y a licen sed en ginee r or a rchitect with
documented ex perie nce in ex terior lightin g.

2.       S igns with are a gre ater th an 10 square feet sh all be lighted onl y with
indirec t lighting. The   direct   lighting   of   signs   shall   be   prohibited.   For   purposes   of   this
Section,    “direct    lighting”    means    the    use    of    reflective-type    bulbs    or    incandescent
lamps   on   the   exterior   surface   of   a   sign   to   form   the   text   or   images   of   sign   copy.      Any
li ghting di rect ed toward a sign shall be shield ed s o that it illuminates onl y the fac e of
the si gn and does not shine directl y into a public right-o f-w a y or residential pr emises.
Such li ghting sh all be dire cte d in a downward  an gle tow ard the si gn.

3. That Article 13 be amended to read as follows:

Article 13. DE FINIT IONS .

BUILDING SETBACK LINE: A line delineating the minimum allowable distance

between the property line and a building on a lot, as   measured   from   the   foundation   or

exterior   building   wall, within which no building, or other structure shall be placed except

as otherwise provided.

a. Building Setback Line, Front: A line delineating the minimum allowable distance

between the street right-of-way, platted   access   easement, or an official future street right-

of-way line, and the front of a building on a lot. The front building setback line extends

the full width of the lot and is parallel to or concentric with the street right-of-way. Lots



along    more    than    one    right    of    way    (corner,    etc.)    are    considered    to    have    multiple

frontages.      Front   setbacks   shall   be   applied   to   each   such   frontage.      The   minimum   front

setbacks   prescribed   by   the   various   districts   shall   not   be   applicable   to   frontages   along

common   driveway   easements.      These   shall   instead   be   enforced   consistent   with   the

standards set by the Subdivision Regulations.

b. Building Setback Line, Rear: A line delineating the minimum allowable distance

between the rear property line and a building on a lot (other than for permitted accessory

structures). The rear setback extends the full width of the lot.  Standard    lots    with

multiple frontages would have no rear, but rather fronts and side(s) only.  

c. Building Setback Line, Side: A line delineating the minimum distance between the side

property line and a building on a lot. The side setback line extends from the front

building setback line to the rear building setback line.  Townhomes,   condominiums,   etc.

with   shared   common   walls   are   subject   to   all   of   the   multifamily   design   standards   of

Section 7.6, except the side setbacks between units with common walls may be 0 feet.

CLUSTER   DEVELOPMENT:      Cluster   Development   is   a   type   of   subdivision   which

allows    for    reduced    lot    sizes    and    setbacks    in    exchange    for    preserved    open    space.

Cluster   Development   is   regulated   in   accordance   with   the   Subdivision   Regulations   and

is   allowed   in   any   district   where   a   standard   subdivision   would   be   allowed,   subject   to

review    and    approval    by    the    Planning    Commission.        In    approving    a    Cluster

Development,   the   Planning   Commission   may   vary   th e   dimensional   requirements   of   the

various   districts   with   respect   to   lot   size   and   setbacks   provided   the   overall   requir ed

de nsit y   of   dev elopment   b y   use   is   maintained;   no   subdivided   lot   is   less   than   one-hal f   the

minimum   applicable   lot   siz e   b y   use   within   the   district;   setbacks   on   the   p erimeter   of   th e

cluster   development   are   main tained   at   district   minimum   or   great er   with   no   variance;

and    no    prin cipal    structure    is    loc ated    neare r    than    ten    feet    to    an y    othe r    principa l

structure.      Cluster   Developments   differ   from   Planned   Unit   Developments   (PUDs)   in

that   the   former   consists   exclusively   of   single   family   homes   on   detached   lots   while   the

latter must include both residential and nonresidential uses.  

E LEC TR ON IC MES S A GE C ENTER (EMC ) S IGN: A t yp e of ch an ge abl e cop y si gn
t hat us es word s, letters, figu res, s ymbols, pictures or patte rns to co nve y a messa ge
without altering th e sign fac e. A n EMC sign s hall onl y b e u sed as a marq uee o r mess age
c ent er on-p remise bu siness sign and shall be attached to a p ylon, mon ument or wall sign.
LED    fuel    price    identification    is    not    considered    to    be    an    EMC.        Instead,    such
changeable    copy    signage    is    permissible    as    part    of    the    total    allowable    signage
associated    with    any    approved    fuel    dispensing    location,    provided    that    all    other
applicable provisions of this resolution are met. 



PLANNED   UNIT   DEVELOPMENT:      A   Planned   Unit   Development   is   one   constructed

on   a   tract   of   at   least   twenty-five   (25)   acres   under   single   ownership   at   the   time   of

application,    planned    and    developed    as    an    integral    unit,    and    consisting    of    a

combination   of   residential   and   nonresidential   uses   on   land   found   within   the   S,   R-1,   R-

2,   C   (by   reference   to   9.1;   Suburbanizing),   and   RAC   (by   reference   to   9.2)   districts.

Planned   Unit   Developments   are   subject   to   review   and   approval   by   the   Board   of   Zoning

Appeals   as   Special   Exception   in   any   of   these   districts.      Planned   Unit   Developments

that   are   intended   to   be   subdivided   into   separate   lots   are   also   subject   to   review   and

approval by the Planning Commission of any required plat(s). 

Copy of resolution may be reviewed at the offices of the County Commission in the 
Blount County Courthouse.

APPROVED: ATTEST:

Ron French_________ Gaye Hasty_______
Commission Chairman County Clerk

Ed Mitchell__________
County Mayor




